
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 2 JULY 2007


EX.157/07
LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT: DRAFT AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN (Key Decision)

Portfolio - Environment and Infrastructure
Subject Matter - The Director of Community Services submitted Report CS.33/07 enclosing a draft Air Quality Action Plan. 

The Director advised that the 1995 Environment Act required the City Council to monitor the air quality in its area and to produce an Action Plan to address air quality where necessary. Two Air Quality Management Areas had been declared in the City in December 2005 and December 2006 applying to the A7, along Scotland Road/Kingstown Road and Currock Street respectively.  The Action Plan attached to the report fulfilled the Council's duty to pursue the achievement of Air Quality Objectives in the Air Quality Management Area.

The Director outlined the consultation which had taken place during the production of the draft Air Quality Action Plan, commenting that it would not be complete without the further assessment findings from consultants during July 2007.   When this information was received it could be added to the Plan and the Plan would be completed.  

The Director advised that the Council was not under any legal obligation to achieve the objectives.  However, through the implementation of the local measures included in the Air Quality Action Plan and continued improvement of vehicle emissions nationally, it was believed that nitrogen dioxide levels in Carlisle would reduce below the Air Quality Standard by 2010.

The Environment and Infrastructure portfolio holder congratulated officers involved in the production of the Plan, which was clear, easy to understand and set out the key action areas for improvement.  He looked forward to receiving the comments of the Carlisle Local Area Committee and Stagecoach of the Draft Air Quality Action Plan.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

1. That the Draft Air Quality Action Plan be welcomed and the thanks of the Executive to officers involved in the production of the draft Plan be placed on record.

2. That the Draft Air Quality Action Plan be referred to the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 19 July 2007 for consideration and comment.

3. That the Executive refers the Draft Air Quality Action Plan to Cumbria County Council Carlisle Local Area Committee and Stagecoach North West for observations.

Reasons for Decision - To ensure compliance with the Council Constitution and with Government requirements regarding local air quality management.

