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Enterprise Centre
Stage 1 of the Centre refurbishment is underway with an internal redecoration, new toilet facilities and a new fully DDA compliant disabled toilet on the ground floor.

Current occupancy is sitting at 89% with six of the fifty-five available for new businesses to set up.

Around one hundred and fifty people are currently employed in the centre by thirty-nine businesses.

Taggart Dental Laboratory was one of the businesses helped by the City Council when their operating premises were flooded last January. Temporary accommodation was found in the Centre.  The company recently moved into more permanent premises.

The City Council/Impact/Centre 47 project in the Engine Shed has now come to an end. This was a community project set up immediately after the floods to provide furniture to people who had been flooded and did not have adequate insurance cover.

Over two hundred people in the City have benefited directly from this project.

Both Taggart Dental Laboratory and Impact wish to express their gratitude to the City Council for the support.

SGF Supplies moved into the Centre during October to establish the company presence with the aim of setting up a retail outlet. They have now successfully relocated to Cecil Street.

A new business “Thrive on Five” has set up in one of our catering units, which had been vacant for a while. This business has benefited from the ‘Points’ new business-training scheme.

Brookson Financials has vacated two units in the Centre to move to new offices at Rosehill. The relocation was due to business expansion and three extra members of staff have been employed.

Bright Spark Design has moved to new commercial premises on Port Road Estate after establishing their business at the Enterprise centre.

New to the Centre is Bay Business Services who have relocated from Morecambe and Stuart Groves Video who has set up a photographic studio.

Hardian's Wall Business Opportunities

The Business Development Officer is working with the Hadrian's wall Tourism Partnership to promote a special event to help people thinking of starting a business in the Hadrian's Wall corridor. The event will take place on the evening of 15th February 2006 at Gelt House Farm near Hayton. It will feature representatives of the main business support agencies plus presentations from three people who have set up successful local businesses.

New Fire Regulations - Impact on Tourism Businesses
In 2007 new fire safety regulations come into affect that will impact on all Bed and Breakfasts, accommodation providers and caravan sites. The Business Development Officer has worked in partnership with Quality Guild / Business Link to arrange a half day workshop for businesses to help them prepare for the new regulations. The event will take place on the 19th January at the Solway Business Centre.

POINT Business Start Up Programme  

The Point programme provides free advice and training to people wishing to start a business plus the opportunity to apply for a grant of up to £1,000. The programme covers all of Carlisle, and whilst there has been a good take up in the rural area, funds are still available. The Business Development Officer and the Longtown Regeneration Officer have recently met with the agencies delivering the Point Programme in rural Carlisle to offer assistance. Premises for the local delivery of the Point Programme will be made available at both the MTI office in Longtown and at Brampton Business Centre and Tele Centre. In addition the City Council is assisting with promotion of the programme.

Rural Womens Network

Carlisle City Council agreed to support Rural Women’s Network with funding of £15,000 over 30 months, commencing in April 2004, to enable the delivery of business advice to women in urban, as well as rural, parts of Carlisle.

This has been a very successful programme, and below is a brief summary of the achievements so far:

273 Business Advice sessions have been undertaken in the Carlisle district

145 Business Counselling sessions have been carried out, meaning 23% of RWN business advice services are now being carried out in the Carlisle district.

21 Businesses have been created as a result of providing Business Start up training in Carlisle, with 18 of these businesses being situated in Carlisle. 

7 additional businesses have been launched as a result of clients being able to access one to one business services.

22 women have completed their Business Start up training as a result of the 2 courses funded by Carlisle City Council and held in the Carlisle district. As a result of the successes achieved in this area, we organised a further 2 courses in the area attracting an additional 31 attendees.

21 clients in Carlisle have been able to access the Business link “POINT” scheme for start up businesses with a grant of £1,000 being allocated and 1 client has also received a “Distinctly Cumbrian” grant.




PORTFOLIO:





ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT


& REGENERATION





Report of


Portfolio Holder:





COUNCILLOR 


MRS MARILYN BOWMAN








Economic Development & Regeneration – December 2005


