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Summary:-

Rule 15.1 of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedures Rules deals with the procedure in respect of occasions where decisions taken by the Executive are urgent and where the call-in procedure should not apply.  In such instances the Mayor must agree that the decision proposed is reasonable in the circumstances and should be treated as a matter of urgency.

The record of the decision and the Decision Notice needs to state that the decision is urgent and not subject to call-in.  Decisions which have been taken under the urgency provisions must be reported to the next available meeting of the Council together with the reasons for urgency.  

At the meeting of the Executive on 13 February 2004, the Executive will consider a report relating to the Council’s response to the Boundary Committee on their draft recommendations for the future structure of Local Government in Cumbria should Regional Government be implemented.  Work has been commissioned by the four north Cumbrian Authorities from KPMG Consultants to support the Carlisle/Eden and Allerdale/Copeland Unitary Authority Option.

The KPMG report  has been considered by the Council’s three Overview and Scrutiny Committees during the week commencing 9 February 2004 and the Executive will consider those Overview and Scrutiny responses and the KPMG report at the meeting on 13 February 2004 prior to making their formal recommendation to the City Council Meeting on 20 February 2004.

If a call-in was received the call-in procedure would overlap the City Council Meeting.

As the Overview and Scrutiny Committees had been given the opportunity to discuss and submit observations on the report to the Executive, all Members will have the opportunity to debate the recommendation of the Executive at the Special Meeting of the City Council and Political Group will be able to submit amendments as part of the Council Meeting.  The Mayor has agreed that the above decision is urgent and the call-in process should not be applied as any delay caused by the call-in process would prejudice the Council’s interest as the deadline for a response to the Boundary Committee is 23 February 2003.

Recommendation:-

That the position be noted.
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Ian Dixon
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