
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 14 APRIL 2005

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

IOS.38/05
DRAFT CYCLE NETWORK – CARLISLE

Councillors Mrs Mallinson (Chairman) and Mrs Crookdake having declared personal interests remained within the meeting room and took part in discussion on the matter.

The Service Development Manager presented report CTS.15/05 containing a consultation document received from the County Council requesting the City Council’s comments on a proposed draft cycle network for Carlisle.  

The initial comments of City Council Officers on the proposal were set out in the report and Members were asked to make further comments for onward transmission to the County Council.

In considering the matter, Members made the following observations:

(a) Stronger enforcement of the Regulations governing use of the pedestrianised area, shared access routes, etc. was required since if appropriate enforcement procedures were not in place it discredited the principle of shared use by pedestrians/cyclists.  

Mr Poole replied that enforcement of the City Centre or footways was the responsibility of the Police, and there was nothing to prevent people parking on advisory cycle lanes.

(b) At a previous meeting the representative of Stagecoach had indicated that the Bus Lane was situated on the wrong side of London Road which was an issue which might be consulted upon with the Bus Company.

(c) A Member referred to the Officer comment that the provision of Toucan crossings was expensive for the small gain achieved.  He believed that the point of the exercise was to accommodate cyclists in a manner which made them welcome i.e. a shift in emphasis, and therefore it would be money well spent.  Further the Overview and Scrutiny Support Officer had undertaken some research on that point and had advised that it was illegal for cyclists to cross at Pelican crossings.

The Member believed that the general tone of the Officer comments was somewhat negative.  He stressed that cyclists were part of the system and action to improve the current provision for cyclists had to start somewhere.  It was apparent that where good cycle routes had been provided they were well used.

(d) Members stated that the issue of how cyclists crossed the City Centre and the provision of additional cycle racks required to be addressed.  Failure to do so would result in an ineffective cycle network.  The possibility of the provision of facilities for cyclists along West Walls and Currock Road should be investigated.

Another Member stressed that, whilst he had no problem in encouraging cycling and was pleased to see the report coming forward, he was concerned at cycling in the City Centre.  The City Centre was the tourism gateway to visitor attractions in Carlisle but was becoming tired and neglected which was of concern.  Any policy which allowed cycling would further the decline of the area.  The Member also had concerns at the potential for conflict between pedestrians and cyclists, commenting upon the number of irresponsible cyclists around and the lack of enforcement.    He hoped that the City Council would support the present policy of no cycling in the pedestrianised area.

Other Members added that one way around the problem may be to allow cycling in the pedestrianised area within restricted hours and via a designated route.  The endeavours to provide better cycling facilities should not be dictated by the misbehaviour of abusers of the system.

Mr Poole replied that certain of the retailers in the City Centre were also of the view that it was looking tired and Officers planned to bring a report forward on that issue.

(e) A Member indicated that she had no problem with bus lanes which were provided to enable public transport to flow faster.

Mr Poole replied that the scheme had never worked as designed.

(f) The danger caused by people racing down Etterby Street which was an accident waiting to happen had been discussed at the Stanwix Neighbourhood Forum.

(g) Referring to Eden Bridges, a Member stated that clearly dual use was necessary on that busy road.  It should however be clearly defined in say red brick rather than a white line.  The Member expressed amazement that that issue was not included in the document.

(h) Referring to the £16,000 developer funding which had been provided years ago for Brampton Road a Member questioned where that money was held and who would pay for the implementation of the opportunities to further cycling.

Mr Poole was unsure as to the present position as regards the £16,000.  The Local Plans and Conservation Manager explained that provision of the money may have been time related and the position would require to be looked into.  Mr Poole added that the provision of funding was a difficulty which needed to be addressed.

(i) The City and County Councils should get together, at senior Officer level, as a matter of urgency to discuss future plans for the City as regards urban renaissance and the Three Rivers Strategy.  It was, however, noted that the Three Rivers Strategy would be in abeyance until the Environment Agency has undertaken remedial works on the City’s flood defences.

Members welcomed the consultation document and expressed the hope that it would lead to some positive action.  It was also important that the comments of cycling representatives were linked into it.

RESOLVED – (1) That the comments of the Committee on the draft Cycle Network for Carlisle, as outlined above, be conveyed to the County Council in response to the consultation exercise.

(2) That the Executive be requested to initiate discussions between senior Officers of the City and County Councils concerning future plans for the Three  Rivers Strategy and City Renaissance in order that the provision of safe cycle routes may be incorporated.

(3) That the Executive be requested to consider measures to improve the current state of the City Centre and provision for cycling in that area outwith business hours.







