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EX.043/04
EXECUTIVE RESPONSES TO OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 



COMMITTEES (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Leader

Subject Matter

To consider a reference from the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee of 29 January 2004 (Minute OSM.3/04) suggesting that the Executive should be asking in-depth questions at their public meetings so that there would then be written evidence in the Minutes of how the Executive were reaching decisions.

If more written evidence was available in Minutes and Reports, Members may not feel that they need to call-in some decisions.

Members were concerned that the Executive often noted the comments of Overview and Scrutiny Committees.  This was not considered to be an adequate response to issues which had involved in-depth work and scrutiny on a cross party basis.  In some instances, Overview and Scrutiny Committees had referred matters back to the Executive for further clarification or response if they had merely "noted comments".

The Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee had also decided that, in future, if a decision is called in by more than one Committee, a joint session would be held to question portfolio holders, Officers and external contributors.  This would be followed by each Committee meeting separately to determine its decision on the call-in.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the Executive agrees with the decision to hold joint sessions where a call-in has been requested by more than one Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

2.
That the views of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee requesting more details in Executive responses to references be addressed in dealing with future references.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the reference from the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee.







