
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 19 NOVEMBER 2007


EX.270/07
GROWING CARLISLE - AN ECONOMIC STRATEGY FOR THE CARLISLE CITY REGION
(Key Decision)


Portfolio – Economic Development and Enterprise

Subject Matter - The Head of Economic and Tourism Services presented joint report DS.111/07 by the Director of Development Services and the Director of Carlisle Renaissance reporting on the outcome of the consultation process to date on Growing Carlisle - An Economic Strategy for the Carlisle City Region.

The Head of Economic and Tourism Services advised that the consultation period for the draft Economic Strategy had closed on 13 November 2007.  He gave an indication of the issues arising from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee's consideration of the draft and outlined the process for adoption of the Strategy and the future  development of the Action Plan.

The draft Strategy had initially  been considered by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 11 October, the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on the 18 October and the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 25 October 2007 and excerpts from these meetings were submitted.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committees had then held a joint workshop followed by special meetings of all 3 of the Committees on 7 November 2007, and excerpts from these meetings were also submitted.

The Chairman of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Vice Chairman of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee attended the meeting and highlighted some aspects of the comments of their respective Committees.

The Director advised that the main issues arising from Overview and Scrutiny Committees were :

(a)  The need for more consideration on how Overview and Scrutiny Committees could be involved in the development of the Strategy Action Plan.

(b)  The need for Officers to present the different elements of the Strategy in a way that enables Overview and Scrutiny Committees to focus more easily on the aspects that are the direct concern of any individual Committee.

(c)  That whilst welcoming the private sector role in the process, there is a need for more clarity on the role and the terms of reference of the Carlisle Partnership Priority Groups and for balance between public and private sector representation on these groups.

(d)  The need for clarity on the City Council's role in the governance arrangements for the delivery of the Strategy.

The Economy and Enterprise Priority Group would consider the consultation responses and the Strategy will be reported to the Carlisle Partnership Executive to sign off.  The Strategy would then be submitted to the local authorities for adoption in 2008.  The Action Plan would need further work and development.

The Economic and Development Enterprise portfolio holder thanked the Economy and Enterprise Priority Group of the Carlisle Partnership, the Head of Economic and Tourism Services and the Overview and Scrutiny Committees for their work on and input to the Strategy.  The Executive noted the comments made on the draft Strategy by members of Overview and Scrutiny during the consultation period and these would be forwarded to the Economy and Enterprise Priority Group of the Carlisle Partnership for consideration.  Following the Carlisle Partnership meeting, Overview and Scrutiny would have the opportunity to put forward their comments which could be fed into the Council's response.

Summary of options rejected – None

DECISION

1.
That the report be noted.

2.
That the Overview and Scrutiny Committees be thanked for their comments which would be forwarded to the Carlisle Partnership Economy and Enterprise Group for consideration with the other consultation responses, before it is considered by the Carlisle Partnership and reported back to the City Council.

3. 
That it be noted that the Action Plan would be worked on by the Task and Finish Group on the Carlisle Renaissance Delivery Vehicle.  The Delivery Vehicle would be the subject of an internal briefing to all Council members on 27 November 2007.

4. That the role of Overview and Scrutiny in monitoring and providing direction to the Economic Strategy should be developed.

Reasons for Decision - To enable progress to be made in the development of the Strategy and Action Plan.
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