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24 October 2003

Dear Sir/Madam

re:
COUNCIL MEETING – 4 november 2003 at 6.45 pm

You are summoned to attend the Meeting of  Carlisle City Council which will be held at 6.45 pm on Tuesday 4 November 2003 in the Council Chamber, Civic Centre, Carlisle.

AGENDA

1.
The Mayor will invite the Chaplain to the City Council to open the meeting with prayers.

2.
The Town Clerk and Chief Executive will call the roll.

3.
Minutes


The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 4 and 9 September 2003.

4.
Public and Press


To determine whether any of the items of business within Part A of the Agenda should be dealt with when the public and press are excluded from the meeting.


To determine whether any of the items of business within Part B of the Agenda should be dealt with when the public and press are present.

5.
Declarations of Interest


Members are invited to declare any personal interests and any personal interests which are also prejudicial relating to any item on the Agenda at this stage.

6.
Announcements

(a)
To receive any announcements from the Mayor.


(b)
To receive any announcements from the Leader of the Council.


(c)
To receive any announcements from Members of the Executive.


(d)
To receive any announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

7.
Questions by Members of the Public and Presentation of Petitions 

and Deputations

(a)
Questions
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following questions submitted by Mr J Tootle of 35 Newtown Road, Carlisle to the Portfolio Holder for Environment Infrastructure and Transport:

Question 1

“ There have recently been a considerable number of houses on the Raffles estate demolished on the instructions of Carlisle City Council.  Could the portfolio holder confirm what amounts of building materials were sold or recycled as salvage from the sites?  Specifically

· Slates

· Windows

· Doors

· Heating components and appliances

· Bricks, for re-use and hardcore”.

Question 2

“ The current changes highlighted in the Landfill Directive 16th July 2003, includes changing the types of waste accepted at landfill sites, limiting volumes to current levels.  The End of Life Vehicle Regulations 2003, comes into effect on November 3rd 2003 and may well bring problems of abandoned or burnt out vehicles in the City, as well as batteries, car tyres and other vehicle components.  This could cause an increased burden to ratepayers, as fridge’s and other household appliances are already a fly tipping problem.

Does the portfolio holder accept that a survey into waste disposal, and recycling initiatives commissioned now, may alleviate problems in the future?”

(b)
Petition

(i)
Petition – Council Tax

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of a Petition containing more than 30 signatures submitted by Mr W Whalen calling on the City Council not to increase the level of Council Tax.

Mr Whalen has been invited to address the Council on the subject of the petition and he has indicated that he will take up that invitation.

(Copy sample page of Petition herewith)

(ii)
Report

The Portfolio Holder to present a report, prepared by the Head of Finance, on the issues raised in the above Petition.

(Copy Report FS.41/03 herewith)

8.
Questions from Members of the Council

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the receipt of the following question submitted by Councillor Graham to the Leader of the Council.

“ With regards to the economic and community development services estimates for 2003/2004, I see that community centres receive amounts varying from £22,240 up to £86,200.  I would like to ask the Question why Down-A-Gate community centre receives no such help.  I would like to request a breakdown of the amount shown under the heading General as this amount represents a total of 25% plus of the entire budget. “

9.
Executive

The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 28 August, 1 and 29 September 2003, and receive reports from the following Portfolio Holders :

(i)
Health and Community Activities

(ii)
Corporate Resources

(iii)
Policy Performance Management Finance and Resources

(iv)
Promoting Carlisle

(v)
Economic Prosperity

(vi)
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

and ask questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes and Reports.

(Copy Reports herewith)

10.
Overview and Scrutiny Minutes and Chairman’s Report
The Council will be asked to receive the Minutes from the following meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee and Overview and Scrutiny Committees and to ask questions of the Chairman and receive reports from the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees :

(i)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 25 September 2003 together with the Chairman’s Report

(ii)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 28 August and 

2 October 2003 together with the Chairman’s Report

(iii)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 4 September and 16 October 2003 together with the Chairman’s Report

(iv)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 11 September 2003 together with the Chairman’s Report.

(Copy Reports herewith)

11.
Licensing and Regulatory Panel

To receive the Minutes of the Meetings of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 10 September and 15 October 2003.

12.
Development Control Committee

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 27 and 29 August and 10 October 2003.

13.
Standards Committee

To receive the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 2 September 2003.

14.
Appeals Panel

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 20 October 2003.

15.
Notice of Motion

(a)
Council Tax

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the following Notice of Motion which has been submitted by Councillor Guest.

“This Council notes :

The present method of funding Local Government Services does not give adequate levels of grant to Carlisle City and other Councils.

The present system also exagerates the impact of grant shortfall on council tax payers who have to make up the difference.  A 1% increase in spending or shortfall in Government Grant requires on average a 4% increase in Council Tax or equivalent cuts in services.

In order to be fairer to council tax payers, Carlisle City Council calls on the Government:

1.
To change the balance of funding with a new system for funding local services, so that a shortfall in Central Government Grant does not result in disproportionate rises in local Council Tax.

2.
To replace Council Tax with a fair Tax relating to ability to pay.

3.
To ensure that Council’s are provided with sufficient resources to enable delivery of services to a satisfactory standard”.

(b) Constitution of the European Union

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the following Notice of Motion which has been submitted by Councillor Collier.

“That this Council request the Government to hold a National Referendum on the proposed changes to the constitution of the European Union given that many of our national laws will then be subordinate to European law should the European Constitution be adopted”.

(c) Bus Services

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive to report the following Notice of Motion which has been submitted by Councillor 

Mrs Rutherford.

“That the Council notes with concern the deterioration of bus services in Carlisle, both in frequency and reliability.  The Council seeks a cross-party meeting with Stagecoach to discuss the current problems and to work to improve the situation to the benefit of the local community”.

16.
Proposals from the Executive in relation to the Council’s Budget 

and Policy Framework
(a)
Asset Management Plan – Review of Economic Assets
Pursuant to Minute EX.201/03 to consider the Report of the Head of Property Services and Head of Economic and Community Development relating to the Asset Management Plan – Review of Economic Assets which has been referred to Council by the Executive with a recommendation that resources totalling £50,000 be agreed as a Supplementary Estimate in November 2003 to undertake the Policy and appraisal work during 2003/04.

(Copy Report PS.8/03 and ECD.28/03 and Minute excerpt herewith)

(b)
Burgh by Sands Parish Design Statements and Parish Plan
Pursuant to Minute EX.221/03 to consider the Burgh by Sands Parish Design Statements and Parish Plan which is referred to Council by the Executive with a recommendation:

(1) that the Burgh by Sands Parish Design statement be adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance.

(2)
The Parish Design Statement be amended to exclude reference to suitability for housing on land within the Conservation Area South East of Longburgh.

(Copy Report P44/03 and Minute excerpt herewith)

(c)
Options for Elected Members Support Services
Pursuant to Minute EX.222/03 to consider a Report of the Head of Member and Employee Services regarding options for Elected Members Support Services which is referred to Council by the Executive.  The Executive are to further consider the matter on 27 October and their recommendations will be circulated to Council.

(Copy Report ME.11/03 and Minute excerpts herewith)

(d)
Review of Financial Limits and Delegations
Pursuant to Minute EX.223/03 to consider a Report of the Head of Finance with regard to the Review of Financial Limits and Delegations, which was referred to Council by the Executive.  The Executive are to further consider the matter on 27 October and their recommendations will be circulated to Council.

(Copy Report FS.12/03 and Minute excerpt herewith)

(e)
Theatre/Arts Centre Review
Pursuant to Minute EX.232/03 to consider a Report of the Overview and Scrutiny Manager with regards to the Theatre/Arts Centre Review which was referred to Council by the Executive with a recommendation that a Supplementary Estimate of up to 50% of the maximum cost, be approved from balances to part fund the next stage of the feasibility study. 

(Copy Report OS6/03 and Minute excerpt herewith)

(f)
European Parliamentary and Local Elections 2004 – Pilot Scheme

To consider a report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services on a consultation paper on proposed electoral pilot scheme at the combined European and Parliamentary Election in June 2004.  The report will be considered by the Executive at its meeting on 27 October 2003 and the Executive’s recommendations will be circulated.

(Copy Report LDS.62/03 herewith)

(g) Member Development Framework

To consider a report of the Head of Member and Employee Services on the framework for the development of elected Members.  The report will be considered by the Executive at its meeting on 27 October 2003 and the Executive’s recommendations will be circulated .

(Copy Report ME.20/03 and Minute excerpt CROS.121/03 herewith)

17.
Bereavement Services Best Value Review
Pursuant to Minute EX.204/03 to consider the Report on the Best Value Review of Bereavement Services which has been referred to Council by the Executive, and the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee.

(Copy Report EPS.60/03 and Minute excerpts herewith)

18.
Members Allowances Scheme
Pursuant to Minute C.152/03 and CROS.122/03 to consider a Report on the Members Allowances Scheme which was referred back to Council from the last meeting of the City Council.

(Copy Report ME.16/03 and Minute Excerpt herewith)

19.
Parish Council’s Independent Remuneration Panel

To consider a Report of the Head of Member Support and Employee Services with regards to the establishment of a Parish Council’s Independent Remuneration Panel.

(Copy Report ME.15/03 herewith)

20.
Carlisle Leisure Board

Under the terms of the Carlisle Leisure Board’s Constitution, the City Council needs to consider its nomination of Representatives to serve on the Board every 12 months.  The City Council’s present Members are Councillors J Mallinson and the Mayor (Councillor Mrs Pattinson) who were appointed on the 1 December 2002.

The City Council are asked to consider the appointment of Representatives to the above Board.  It is open for the City Council to re-appoint their current nominations, although it should be noted that they cannot serve continuously for more than 5 years.

21.
Decisions Taken as a Matter of Urgency

To consider a Report by the Head of Legal and Democratic Services on decisions taken as a matter of urgency.


(Copy Report LDS.66/03 herewith)

22.
Communications

To receive and consider communications, and to deal with such other business as may be brought forward by the Mayor as a matter of urgency.

PART ‘B’
23.
Customer Contact Preferred Partner


To consider a Report of the Executive Director on the selection of a preferred Partner for the Council’s Customer Contact Centre.


The Report is to be considered by the Council’s Executive on 27 October 2003 and the Executive’s recommendations will be circulated.


(Copy Report CE.22/03 herewith)

24.
Tullie House Offsite Collection Store
Pursuant to Minute EX.214/03 to consider a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve the incorporation of budgetary requirements as set out in paragraph 3 of Report CLS.59/03 to the future Capital Programme, it being noted that the 2003/04 requirements had already been included.

(Copy Report CLS.59/03 and Minute excerpt herewith)

Yours faithfully

Head of Legal and Democratic Services
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