CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, 14 JANUARY 2003 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:

Deputy Mayor (Councillor Mrs Pattinson), Councillors Aldersey, Atkinson, Bain, Bloxham, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Ellis, Firth, Fisher (L), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Ms Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hodgson (B), Hodgson (G), Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson J, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Prest (G), Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Robinson, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford K, Stevenson, Mrs Styth, Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.1/03
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from The Mayor (Councillor Toole), Councillors Farmer, King, McMillan, Mrs Southward, Stothard, Watson (A) and Ms Watson.

C.2/03

MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 28 October, 4 November and 3 December 2002, had been circulated.

Pursuant to Minute C.200/02 Councillor Aldersey queried the proposal to modify accommodation at Bousteads Grassing, to provide accommodation for the Commercial and Technical Services Business Unit.  

Councillor Prest (G) commented that the matter of relocation of staff from the Commercial and Technical Services Business Unit to Bousteads Grassing was still under discussion but he was satisfied that arrangements were being made to enable the Commercial and Technical Services Business Unit to respond to members of the public following the relocation of part of that Unit to Bousteads Grassing.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 28 October, 4 November and 3 December 2002 be signed by The Deputy Mayor as a true record of the meetings.

C.3/03

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs E Mallinson and Councillor J Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members in respect of the items of business relating to the Leisuretime Externalisation Contract (Minute PF.30/02) as Councillor J Mallinson was a board member, in Minutes IOS.97/02 Performance Indicators Total Waste Collected, IOS.98/02 Street Works Review Background Report and IOS.105/02 Performance Indicators Total Waste Collected, as both Councillors were members of the County Council.

Councillor Mrs E Mallinson and Councillor J Mallinson declared a prejudicial interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members in respect of Minute CROS.142/02 and agenda item 20 – Revised Housing Benefit Counter Fraud Strategy, as they owned property, which was rented to people in receipt of Housing Benefit.

Councillors L Fisher and Mrs Fisher declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members in respect of Minute CROS.153/02 (k) Review of Advice Agencies and CROS.153.02 (m) Community Centre Budgets and IOS.105/02 Performance Indicators Total Waste Collected.

Councillor Mrs Styth declared a prejudicial interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members in respect of Minute EX.322/02 Petition Against Sale of Surplus Land on Wigton Road/Westrigg Road.  She stated that her interest was in respect of ownership of her house.

Councillor Stevenson declared a prejudicial interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members in respect of the following items of business – 

EX.330/02
Development Brief, The Cosmo, Sites A and B Central Avenue,

Harraby  The interest was in relation to his job as a solicitor.

EX.352/02
Petition of Land to the Rear of 426-450 London Road, Carlisle



By reason of his employment as a solicitor.

Councillor Stevenson declared a Personal Interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members in respect of the following items of business - 

EX.357/02
Community Centre Budgets.  His interest was in respect of serving on the Community Centre Management Committee.

EX.356/02
Review of Advice Agencies.  By reason of his employment as a solicitor.

EX.381/02
Petition – Advice Services.  By reason of his job as a solicitor.

EX.387/02
Review of Advice Agencies.  By reason of his job as a solicitor.

EX.397/02
Executive response to the Budget.  By reason of his job as a solicitor and his membership of a Community Centre Management Committee.

Councillor Ellis declared a personal interest in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members in Minute EX.356/02 Review of Advice Agencies, as he served as a City Council representative on the Community Law Centre Management Committee.  He also declared an interest in any other minutes appertaining to the same item.

C.4/03

ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)
The Deputy Mayor
There were no announcements from The Deputy Mayor.

(b)
The Leader

The Leader indicated that there were no announcements which he wished to bring to the notice of the City Council.

(c)
Members of the Executive

Councillor Mrs Geddes informed Council that Jean Cross was currently in hospital with a serious medical condition and it was hoped that she would soon be recovered sufficiently to be able to go home.

(d)
The Town Clerk and Chief Executive

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive indicated that there were no announcements which he wished to bring to the notice of the Council.

C.5/03

QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC, PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been submitted by members of the public to be dealt with by Council.

C.6/03
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the City Council.

C.7/03
EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11 Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 28 October, 25 November and 19 December 2002.

RESOLVED – (1) That subject to the references from the Executive regarding the Council’s budget and policy framework being dealt with later in the meeting, the minutes of the meeting of the Executive held on 28 October, 25 November and 19 December 2002 be received.

(2) That pursuant to Minute EX.397/02 it be noted that the date of the Special Council Meeting to consider the Executive budget proposals had been amended.  The meeting originally scheduled for 6 February would now be held on Monday, 17 February 2003 at 6.45 pm.

(3) In response to a question from Councillor Boaden, Councillor Bloxham (Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing) agreed to circulate Members with a written answer with regard to the use of Housing Revenue Account balances following the transfer of the Council’s Housing stock to Carlisle Housing Association.

(4) That Councillor Mrs Rutherford supply Councillor Bloxham (Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing) with details of the cases of tenants awaiting adaptations to property at the point of transfer to enable Councillor Bloxham to investigate those cases and respond to Councillor Rutherford (Copies for information to each Member of the Council).

C.8/03
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

A copy of reports from the following Portfolio Holders were circulated prior to the meeting:

Community Activities

Health and Wellbeing

Corporate Resources

Policy and Performance Management

Finance and Resources

Promoting Carlisle

Economic Prosperity

Infrastructure Environment and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports.

RESOLVED – (1) That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That Councillor Ellis provide a written response in respect of the questions asked by Councillor Guest to justify the decision that CCTV cameras should not be installed in the Newtown Road area.

(3) That Councillor Mrs Geddes (Portfolio Holder for Corporate Resources) arrange for the Council’s Internal Phone Directory to be brought up to date to assist Members in contacting staff with staff grouped into the new Business Units.  Once the Internal Phone Directory was up to date Councillor Geddes to make arrangements for it to be made available for Members in an electronic format, together with hard copies circulated to those Members who found difficulty in gaining access to the electronic version.

(4) That Councillor Fisher (Portfolio Holder for Policy and Performance Management) arrange for further information to be circulated to all Members of the Council with regards to the item on Forest Futures which was included within his report.

(5) That Councillor Prest (Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure Environment and Transport) pursue the proposal for a joint meeting with Councillors Guest and Mrs Rutherford and representatives of Stagecoach to discuss any potential pilot Park and Ride Schemes and bus ridership issues within the City.

C.9/03
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

(a)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee
Councillor Jefferson moved and Councillor Guest seconded that the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 7 November and 17 December 2002 be received and adopted.

Councillor Jefferson also submitted his Chairman’s report and drew Members attention to the development of the Overview and Scrutiny function within the Council and the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister Report which identified Best Practice Initiatives for Overview and Scrutiny.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 7 November and 17 December 2002 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(b)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community
Councillor Knapton moved and Councillor Boaden seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 21 November and 3 December 2002 be received and adopted.

Councillor Knapton also presented his Chairman’s Report.  Members questioned the Chairman on the reference in his Report to the ongoing Review of Theatre Provision, and Councillor Knapton informed Members of progress in pursuing the Feasibility Study, which he hoped would be ready for the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community in March.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 21 November and 3 December 2002 and the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources

Councillor Guest moved and Councillor Mrs Bowman seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 24 October, 12 and 28 November 2002 be received and adopted.

Councillor Guest also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources and the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(d)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure
Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and Councillor Hodgson B seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on the 5 and 13 December be received and adopted.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Infrastructure held on 23 October, and Councillor Hodgson B seconded.

Councillor Mrs Rutherford also presented the Chairman’s Report.  In response to questions, Councillor Mrs Rutherford expressed disappointment that the County Council as one of the major partners in the Regeneration Review were reluctant to be involved in that review, and she commented on the approaches which had been made to the County Council to encourage their participation in the Review.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 23 October, 5 and 13 December 2002, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(2) That the approaches which had been made to the County Council to encourage the County Council’s participation in the Council’s Regeneration Best Value Review be noted.

C.10/03
LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 13 November 2002 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 13 November 2002 be received.

C.11/03
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Jefferson moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 13 and 15 November 2002 be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 13 and 15 November 2002 be received.

C.12/03
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Dodd moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on13 October and 14 November be received.

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 10 December be received.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Appeals Panel held on 30 October, 14 November and 10 December 2002 be received.

C.13/03
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Councillor Firth moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Employment Panel held on 22 November and 3 and 10 December 2002 be received.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Employment Panel held on 22 November, 3 and 10 December 2002 be received.

(2) That Councillor Firth inform Members of the date when the vacant post of Executive Director was to be re-advertised.

C.14/03

NOTICE OF MOTION – DRAFT LICENSING BILL

Consideration was given to the following Notice of Motion of which due notice had been given by Councillor Guest in accordance with Procedure Rule 12:

“This Council –

· welcomes flexible opening hours for public houses, and the shift away from emphasis on drinking alcohol in a limited length of time, to one in which there is a more continental café – style atmosphere;

· notes with concern the potential impact on residential areas, and seeks further assurances regarding this;

· also notes with concern, as the Bill currently stands, licence fees will be set centrally with no apparent regard for regional, local and seasonal variations;

· is concerned that Council Taxes may have to increase to cover the cost of administration, as well as the additional Police, Fire Authority and waste disposal resources that will be required;

· believes that all funds from licence fees should be retained by Local Authorities and not ring-fenced for specific purposes.  

· will respond to any Government consultation on the draft Bill as outlined above.”

Councillor Morton moved an amendment to the motion as follows:

In Paragraph 1 – 

Delete the word “welcomes” and replace by “notes”.  

In paragraph 5 second line, delete the word “not” and replace by the words “should be” also delete the word “specific” and replace with “licensing”.

In the final paragraph delete the last word “above” and continue the sentence with “and that this Council requests that the Right Honourable David Maclean M.P. and Eric Martlew M.P. express the concerns of this Council in relation to the possible financial implications.””  

Councillor Guest accepted Councillor Morton’s amendments.  

Councillor Guest then moved the motion as amended by Councillor Morton and Councillor Morton seconded the motion.

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Guest as amended by Councillor Morton be agreed.

C.15/03
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE 



COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(a)
Customer Contact Best Value Review Report
Pursuant to Minute EX.364/02 and OSM.84/02 consideration was given to Financial Memo 2002/03 No 80, which enclosed the final report of the Customer Contact Best Value Review. 

Councillor Guest moved and Councillor Mrs Bowman seconded that:

“(1) The Best Value Report into the Customer Contact Review be received and agreed.

(2) That the Action Plan as set out in the Best Value Report be received and agreed.

Councillor Mrs Bradley moved and Councillor Glover seconded an amendment under Procedure Rule 14.6(a)(1) that:

“The Best Value final report and Action Plan be referred back to the Executive, to enable the Executive to reconsider the capital and revenue implications in implementing the proposals, the proposed staffing implications, the assumptions made regarding income generation, and private sector partners and to receive fully costed proposals.”

Following some discussion and voting thereon, the amendment of Councillor Mrs Bradley was NOT AGREED.

Following further voting the motion of Councillor Guest as set out above was AGREED.

(b)
Calculation of Council Tax Base 2003/04

Pursuant to Minute EX.396/02 consideration was given to a report of the Head of Revenues and Benefits Services (RB2/03) regarding the Council’s Tax Base for the City Council’s area and each Parish area for 2003/04.

Councillor Stevenson informed the Council that the Executive had recommended the Council to pass a resolution relating to the calculation of the Council’s Tax Base for 2003/04.

RESOLVED – (1) That the report of the Head of Revenues and Benefits for the calculation of the Council’s Tax Base for the whole and part of the area for the year 2003/04 be approved.

(2) That pursuant to the Head of Revenues and Benefits Report and in accordance with the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax Base) Regulations 1992, the amount calculated by Carlisle City Council as its Tax Base for the whole area for 2003/04 shall be 32,246.36 and for the parts of the area listed below for the year 2002/03 shall be for the:

Parish of


Arthuret                           
702.99

Askerton
50.23

Beaumont
170.98



 Askerton                            48.11


Beaumont
154.50

Bewcastle
133.05
           

Brampton
1,509.53

Burgh-by-Sands
440.95

Burtholme
80.76

Carlatton and Cumrew
41.70

Castle Carrock
114.89

Cummersdale
156.89

Cumwhitton
128.85

Dalston                          
1,026.85

Denton Nether      
105.92

Denton Upper
35.99

Farlam
210.83

Geltsdale
0.32

Hayton
793.58

Hethersgill
132.29

Irthington
298.31

Kingmoor
138.35

Kingwater
56.57

Kirkandrews
            158.43

Kirklinton
130.40

Midgeholme
20.38

Nicholforest
  137.36

Orton
146.14

Rockcliffe
263.36

Scaleby
         126.34


Solport
54.86

St. Cuthbert Without
868.97

Stanwix Rural
 1,234.68

Stapleton
   77.56

Walton
108.57

Waterhead
51.74

Westlinton
122.26

Wetheral
2,121.59

and for the Urban Area
 20,293.89

32,246.36

(c)
Risk Management

Pursuant to Minute EX.399/02 consideration was given to a report from the Head of Commercial and Technical Services (CTS.002/02) setting out a Risk Management Policy Statement and a Strategy for embracing a pro-active culture to strengthen corporate governance and performance management within the Authority.

Councillor Geddes moved and it was seconded and AGREED that:

(1)
The Risk Management Strategy as set out in Report CTS.2/02 be endorsed and adopted by the City Council.

(2)
That it be noted that the Executive were to attend workshops on Risk Management on the 15/16 January 2003.

(d)
Elections 2004

Pursuant to Minute EX.405/02 consideration was given to a report from the Head of Legal and Democratic Services regarding a Government Consultation Paper on a proposal to move the date of Local Elections scheduled for 6 May 2004 to enable them to take place at the same time as the European Parliamentary Election on 10 June 2004.

Councillor Ellis drew Members attention to a series of questions posed in Report LDS.3/02 and moved that the Council respond as follows:

“(a)
The City Council agree with the proposal to postpone Local Elections in 2004 from 6 May to 10 June, to enable the local elections to be combined with the European Parliamentary Elections.

(b)
The City Council foresee the following issues arising from the proposal to combine Local Elections with the European and Parliamentary Elections; the need for the City Council to postpone the Annual Council Meeting from late May until late June 2004 which will have a consequential knock-on on the cycle of Committees for both the municipal year 2003/04 and 2004/05.


A number of electoral arrangements which would need to be taken on board to administer a joint election.

(c) The City Council consider that the following action should be taken to address those practical issues. 

That the European Election should be carried out on District Council boundaries not Parliamentary boundaries, and

that there should be separate ballot boxes used for the District Council Election and the European Parliamentary Elections.

(d)
The City Council would not support any proposal to move Elections to a weekend as there is no proven increase in the turnout arising from such a proposal which would justify the extra costs involved”.

RESOLVED – That the City Council respond to the Government Consultation Paper on proposals to move the date of Local Elections in 2004 as moved by Councillor Ellis above.

(e)
Dates and Times of Meetings 2003/04

Pursuant to Minute EX.406/02 Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded that:

(1)
Meetings of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel be moved from a four week to a five weekly cycle.

(2)
That the date and times of meetings of the Executive as chosen by the Leader and set out in Report LDS/02 be noted.

(3)
That the consultation presently being undertaken on Election date for 2004 and the consequential effect of any change proposed on the Council’s Diary of Meetings for 2003/04 and 204/05 be noted.

(4)
That the Schedule of Dates and Times for Meetings of the City Council, the Executive and the Regulatory Committees for the municipal year 2003/04 as set out in Report LDS.1/02 be noted and agreed, subject to further discussion on dates and times of meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

(5)
That the proposed Schedule of Dates and Times of Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees be reported back to a future meeting of the City Council for approval.

(f)
Cumbria Health and Well Being Committee

Pursuant to Minute EX.407/02 consideration was given to Report SP.1/02 on the establishment by the County Council of a Cumbria Health and Well Being Committee, which would consist of 7 Members of the County Council and 6 District Council Members with up to two named substitutes for each Member.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and it was seconded that Councillor Knapton be the City Council’s nominated representative to serve on the above Cumbria Health and Well Being Committee with Councillors Mrs Prest and Mrs Fisher as the named substitutes.

Councillor Glover moved and Councillor Mrs Bradley seconded that Councillor Boaden be nominated as either the named City Council Representative or one of the named substitutes.

Following voting thereon, it was

RESOLVED – That Councillor Knapton be the City Council’s representative on the Cumbria Health and Well Being Committee and Councillors Mrs Prest and Mrs Fisher be the named substitutes.

C.16/03
CITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the resignation of former Councillor Blackadder as the City Council’s representative on the governing body of Yewdale Primary School.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded that Councillor B Hodgson be nominated as the City Council’s representative on the governing body of the Yewdale Primary School.

Councillor Bradley moved and it was seconded that Mr J Hendrie be the City Council’s representative on the governing body of Yewdale Primary School.

Following voting thereon it was –

RESOLVED – That Councillor B Hodgson be nominated as the City Council’s representative on the governing body of Yewdale Primary School.

C.17/03
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Pursuant to Rule 15(1) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules, the Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported (LDS. 2/03) on decisions taken by the Executive at its meeting on the 19 December and an individual Portfolio Holder’s decision taken on the 22 November 2002, which had been taken as matters of urgency and were not subject to call-in.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

C.18/03

COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications, which the Deputy Mayor wished to bring forward as a matter of urgency.

C.19/03

PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number 14 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

C.20/03
REVISED HOUSING BENEFIT COUNTER FRAUD STRATEGY



(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraph 14)

Pursuant to Minute EX.408/02 and Minute CROS.142/02 consideration was given to a report from the Head of Revenues and Benefit Services (Financial Memo 2002/03 No.51) regarding the revised Housing Benefit Counter Fraud Strategy.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and it was seconded and AGREED that the City Council note - 

(1) 
the effect on the Council of the introduction of a new Incentive Scheme (SAFE) on 1 April 2001 designed to better reward the Council for its robust Housing Benefit Counter Fraud Strategy, particularly in the areas of fraud prevention and deterrents, and how (SAFE) was implemented within Housing Benefit Administration in Carlisle.

(2)
The draft Housing Benefit’s Counter Fraud Strategy (Revised), Sanctions Policy and Overpayment Recovery Policy, that had been drawn up to meet the requirements of SAFE.

(The meeting ended at 9.05 pm)
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