
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 28 NOVEMBER 2007


EX.307/07
CHARGES REVIEW - COMMUNITY SERVICES  (Key Decision)


(With the consent of the Chairman and in accordance with Rule 15 of the Access to Information Procedure Rules, this item had been included on the Agenda as a key decision, although not in the Forward Plan for consideration at this meeting as it had originally been forward planned for consideration at the Executive on 19 November 2007).

Portfolio – 
Environment and Infrastructure; and Community Engagement

Subject Matter - The Head of Culture and Community Services presented the Director of Community Services' Report CS.80/07 setting out the proposed fees and charges for areas falling within the remit of the Community Services Directorate.

The Director advised that the Council was required to review its car parking charges annually taking into account a range of factors.  The following options were put forward for the Executive to consider in relation to car parking charges :

(a)  Blue Badge Holders in Car Parks - Option - Allow free parking for Blue Badge Holders for up to 3 hours only then charge at the normal hourly rate for those wishing to park for a longer period of time.

(b)  Contract Parking Charges - Option - Increase Contract Parking Charges by 8%.

(c)  Sunday Charges -

Option 1 - Increase Sunday charging from £1 all day to £1.20 all day.

Option 2 - Increase Sunday charging from £1 all day to £1.50 all day.

(d)  Long Stay Car Park Charges

Option 1 - Increase charges by 6.7% to an hourly rate of 80p.

Option 2 - Increase charges by 13.3% to an hourly rate of 85p.

Option 3 - Increase charges by 20% to an hourly rate of 90p.

(e)  Short Stay Car Park Charges

Option 1 - Increase charges by 6.7% to an hourly rate of 80p.

Option 2 - Increase charges by 13.3% to an hourly rate of 85p.

Option 3 - Increase charges by 20% to an hourly rate of 90p.

Option 4 - Increase charges up to 3 hours by 13.3% to an hourly rate of 85p and charges over 3 hours by a greater percentage.

(f)  Car Park Charges for Special Events - Option - Increase charges for car parking spaces used for special events.

(g)  Income from Penalty Charge Income - On 31 March 2008 the Government plans to introduce civil parking enforcement to replace decriminised parking enforcement - the present penalty charge of £60 would be replaced by a dual charge of £70 or £50 with some contraventions charged at £70 and others at £50, with the majority charged at £50.  This could mean an overall reduction in the income received from Penalty Charge Notices

(h)  Talkin Tarn Car Park 

Option 1 - Based on an existing framework with up to 2 hours free and over 2 hours increased to £2.10.

Option 2 - Introduce a standard charge of £1 for all day with no initial free stay.

The Director then outlined other proposed charges in relation to allotments, sport pitches, environmental quality, bereavement services, arts and museums.

The Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio holder commented that car parking charges had not been increased last year and the Executive wanted a minimal increase in charges for 08/09.  He proposed that the following options be agreed:

* Blue Badge Holders and Car Parks -  the option in the Director's report should not be pursued.

* Contract Parking Charges - Increase Contract Parking Charges by 8%.

* Sunday Charges - Option 2 -  Increase Sunday charging from £1 all day to £1.50 all day.

* Long Stay Car Park Charges - Option 1 - Increase charges by 6.7% to an hourly rate of 80p.

* Short Stay Car Park Charges - Option 1 - Increase charges by 6.7% to an hourly rate of 80p.

* Car Park Charges - Special Events - these charges should be left unchanged but the Director of Community Services to consider this area as a charge for car parking for special events effectively reduces the Council's events budget or requires additional events income.

* Reduction in Income from Penalty Charge notices - the Executive could not change this as it is set by Government.

* Talkin Tarn Car Park - retain the current charges of Up to 2 hours free and over 2 Hours - £2.  The Executive would like to have a full 12 month period of the current charges before this is reviewed.

Summary of options rejected – A number of other car parking options outlined in the Director's report were not agreed.

DECISION

1.  
That, in relation to Car Parking, the Executive agrees  the following options for increasing car parking charges from 1 April 2008 and notes the impact these would have on income generation, as detailed in the Report:


(i)  
Blue Badge Holders and Car Parks -  the option in the Director's report should not be pursued and the current system be retained.


(ii)  
Contract Parking Charges - Increase Contract Parking Charges by 8%.

(iii) Sunday Charges - Option 2 - Increase Sunday charging from £1 all day to £1.50 all day.

(iv) Long Stay Car Park Charges - Option 1 - Increase charges by 6.7% to an hourly rate of 80p.

(v) Short Stay Car Park Charges - Option 1 - Increase charges by 6.7% to an hourly rate of 80p.

(vi) Car Park Charges - Special Events - these charges should be left unchanged but the Director of Community Services to consider this area further as a charge for car parking for special events effectively reduces the Council's events budget or requires additional events income.

(vii) Reduction in Income from Penalty Charge notices - the Executive could not change this as it is set by Government.

(viii)  
Talkin Tarn Car Park - retain the current charges of Up to 2 hours free and over 2 Hours - £2.  The Executive would like to have a full 12 month period of the current charges before this is reviewed.

2.  
That all the other proposed charges in Report CS.80/07, be agreed with effect from 1 April 2008.

Reasons for Decision - The proposed charges and options reflect the corporate charging policy as set out in the Medium Term Financial Plan whilst attempting to recognise service pressures/trends.
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