STANDARDS COMMITTEE

THURSDAY, 11 DECEMBER 2003 AT 10.00 AM

PRESENT:
Councillors Dodd, Farmer, Hendry and Im Thurn, 


Dr Tiplady, Mr Fraser, Mrs Holland

ST.14/03
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor J Mallinson.

ST.15/03
CHAIR

In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor Dodd was elected Chairman for the meeting.

Councillor Dodd thereupon took the Chair. 

ST.16/03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mr Fraser declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members in respect of the item of business relating to Standards Training – Local Hearings.  He stated that the trainer was known to him and he took no part in the voting or discussion thereon.

ST.17/03
MINUTES

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 2 September 2003 (a copy of which had been circulated) be signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting.

ST.18/03
PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH ALLEGATIONS OF MISCONDUCT OF CITY AND COUNCIL PARISH MEMBERS

Pursuant to Minute ST.10/03, the Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported (LDS.67/03) on the proposed procedure for dealing with complaints against City and Parish Council Members in respect of alleged breaches of their relevant Codes of Conduct referred by an Ethical Standards Officer.  He reminded Members that the Local Authorities in the County together with the Cumbria Police were endeavouring to put in place a common procedure for dealing with misconduct allegations and he circulated for Members a copy of the procedure which had been drawn up and which reflected the relevant Regulations and the current guidance issued by the Standards Board for England.  The Head of Legal and Democratic Services drew Members’ attention to the separation of the roles of Reporting Officer and Monitoring Officer as set out in the Procedure and the matters relating to the size and composition of any Hearing Panel called to consider complaints.  He reminded Members that the determining body would have to include at least one Independent Member and if it was dealing with a Parish matter at least one Parish Council Representative as well.  He also rehearsed the advantages and disadvantages of having a smaller Panel dealing with complaints as opposed to the full Committee.

Members discussed in some detail the question of the size of the Committee called to determine complaints and it was:-

RESOLVED –  (1) That the procedure for dealing with allegations of misconduct of City and Parish Council Members in respect of alleged breaches of their relevant Codes of Conduct as attached to Report LDS.67/03 be agreed and adopted.

(2) That complaints be determined initially by the full Standards Committee but the size of the Committee/Panel called to determine allegations of misconduct be reviewed, along with any other parts of the procedure, in the light of operating experience.

ST.19/03
STANDARDS TRAINING – LOCAL DETERMINATION OF MISCONDUCT ALLEGATIONS

The Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported the receipt of a letter from South Lakeland District Council regarding arrangements to provide a training event for Standards Committee Members and Officers regarding Local Determination of Misconduct Allegations.  He informed Members that the training was to be held on 20 January 2004 at Newton Rigg, Penrith and was open to Standards Committee Members and Officers from across the County.  He informed Members that the cost of the training was approximately £100 per head and funding for Members to attend the event was available in the Council’s Member Training Budget.

RESOLVED – (1) That training in Local Determination of Misconduct Allegations be offered to all Members, Co-opted Members and Substitutes of the City Council’s Standards Committee together with Officers supporting the process.

(2) That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services write to all Members, Co‑opted Members and Substitutes of the Standards Committee to enquire as to their availability to attend the course on 20 January 2004.

(3) That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services inform South Lakeland District Council of the numbers of City Council Representatives who will be able to attend and make the necessary bookings.

(The meeting ended at 10.30 am)
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