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Summary:

This report details the way forward for this review and outlines the initial questions which the review team will need to consider.

Recommendations:

That the Committee:

(i) Agree on the composition of the group to carry out this review, based on the Membership of the Infrastructure and Community Overview and Scrutiny Committees

(ii) Set a date for the first meeting of this group

Contact Officer:
Dave Taylor
Ext:
 7245

1.
Introduction

The Minute COS.100/03 (see Appendix 1) resolves that the Overview and Scrutiny Committees conduct a subject matter review into the Evening Economy in Carlisle. This short report aims to take the first steps in starting that review. 

It is suggested that the review be retitled “The Evening and Late-Night Economies in Carlisle” as there is a distinction to be made between the evening economy (facilities for people between the hours of, say 5 and 9pm) and the late-night economy (from 9pm onwards).

2.
Members Undertaking the Review 

The minute specifies that the review will be undertaken by “nominated Members of the Community Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committees”. It is suggested that the Management Committee agree the format of the group of nominated Members: in particular, whether the group comprises all Members of both Committees or a smaller number of nominated Members from each Committee.  It would also be useful to set the date and time for a first meeting of the group.

3
Focus of the Review

It will be a matter for the Members in the group undertaking the review to determine the nature of the review. As the minute records it was the intention that the review focuses on the report of the ODPM Commons Select Committee report “The Evening Economy and the Urban Renaissance” and the Government’s response to that report.

Based on these documents, the review could consider a number of questions. It is suggested that the first meeting of the review team consider which of these questions the work will focus on and which will be excluded:

· How could the evening economy in Carlisle be encouraged to expand?

· How can the late-night economy in Carlisle be better catered for? Should transport provision be enhanced?

· What role does licensing have in ensuring the evening and late-night economies prosper without negative effects?

· What role does planning have in ensuring that development for these economies is appropriate?

· What is the scale of negative effects from the late-night economy?

4.
Recommendations:

That the Committee:

(iii) Agree on the composition of the group to carry out this review, based on the Membership of the Infrastructure and Community Overview and Scrutiny Committees

(iv) Set a date for the first meeting of this group

Appendix 1
Appendix one

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 2 OCTOBER 2003

COS.100/03
ATTENDANCE AT THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNCILLORS CONFERENCE

The Chairman submitted a Report on her attendance at the National Association of Councillors Conference on the Arts, Tourism and Leisure held in Stratford-upon-Avon on 5, 6 and 7 September 2003.

The Chairman reported on the presentations which had been given at the meeting and highlighted one by John Cummings MP on “the Evening Economy and the Urban Renaissance” and the ODPM House of Commons Select Committee on the subject.  The Report covered the growing “nightlife” and associated problems that this causes to local authorities.  People are now moving back to live in city centres and there is an increase in the number of night clubs, eating areas and bars, but local authorities have not done much to provide for this growing influx of people and to put new money into these areas.

The Chairman suggested that this Committee could undertake a review of the whole issue of the Evening Economy in Carlisle.  The Overview and Scrutiny Manager advised that the Management Committee would have to consider any requests for additions to the work programme of this Committee.

Other Members commented that in the light of reviews of a possible Theatre/Arts centre and the potential impact on the evening life of the City, this may be worthwhile progressing with Management Committee.

The Chairman then expressed concern at the programming and timetabling of the Conference.  She stated that although some of the time could have been used better and the content over the course of the whole weekend could have been fuller.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Management Committee be asked to consider the addition of a review on the Evening Economy in Carlisle.

(2) That the Executive be made aware of the ODPM House of Commons Select Committee investigation on the Evening Economy and the Urban Renaissance.

(3) That the concerns of the Chairman in relation to the programming and timetabling of the Conference and the lack of content of some aspects be placed on record.
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