
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNTY OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 30 MARCH 2004 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

COS.66/04
POST FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE Environmental and Health Matters Subject Review/Inquiry – Final Report.

The Chairman thanked Members and Officers for their input to this Subject Review/Inquiry.  In particular she thanked Mr John Mallinson for the work he had done in collating the evidence, inviting witnesses to meetings, and drafting the final report.  She paid tribute to the hard work he had done and the kindness and consideration he had shown to Members and witnesses throughout.  She also paid tribute to Mrs E MacKay and Mr S Halstead, Committee Clerks, for the professional minutes they had produced.

Mr Mallinson presented Report OS.02/04 which was the final report of the Committee on Post Foot and Mouth Disease Environmental and Health Matters.  The report contained details of the terms of reference of the Review, the process which had been adopted, the witnesses who had given evidence and the evidence received in the form of supporting papers.  

Mr Mallinson then detailed the Committee's findings from the evidence received in respect of Environmental matters and Health matters.  There were 31 specific findings of the Committee and he highlighted some of the specific findings.

Members then considered the findings contained within the final report and commented as follows:

(a)
The outcome of the Lancaster University research project had not yet been published but, when this project is published it should be widely distributed throughout the affected areas.

(b)
Members stressed the importance of this report in monitoring and attempting to understand the long-term effects of Foot and Mouth disease on the affected communities.  They suggested that from time to time, this Committee should go back over its report to ensure that matters are being progressed in the ways that the Committee had requested.

(c)
Members referred to the impact on the lives of individuals in communities directly and indirectly affected by Foot and Mouth and the long term health problems, which may arise, both in adults and children for generations to come.

(d)
The need for research into the impacts of Foot and Mouth on children was highlighted as being of particular importance.  Members stated that they would support any proposal to undertake such research.

Mr Mallinson then advised on how this report should be carried forward and how the findings of the Committee should be made known to the relevant agencies and their implementation monitored.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Post Foot and Mouth Disease Environmental and Health Matters report (OS.02/04) be approved.

(2) That the report be forwarded to the Executive and to the City Council.

(3) That the Overview and Scrutiny Manager distribute copies of the report to those individuals and organisations who contributed to the review.

(4) That the report and its findings be formally referred to each of the bodies set out in the following table, with the request that they reply to the Committee, within two months of receiving the report, setting out their response to each of the findings which relate to their respective areas of responsibility, and in particular to those identified in the table below:-


Committee's Findings




Environment Agency


1 to 11

Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs – Secretary for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs


1 to 13, 24, 27, 29

Department of Health – Secretary for Health


1, 15 to 30

Carlisle and District Primary Care Trust


15 to 30

Eden Valley Primary Care Trust


15 to 30

North Cumbria Mental Health and Learning Disabilities Trust


15 to 30

Cumbria County Council


13, 20, 21 to 23, 26, 27, 29, 31

Rural Regeneration Cumbria


21, 29

(5) That the report also be referred to the Cumbria Health and Wellbeing Committee, with the request that they seek to take forward the findings in relation to health matters in so far as they fall within their terms of reference.

(6) That the Overview and Scrutiny Manager forward the report to the two Members of Parliament for the area, with the request that they assist in taking forward the findings.







