

REPORT TO COUNCIL 17 JANUARY 2006

WASTE MANAGEMENT.

Again this year Waste Management is high on this Overview and Scrutiny Committees agenda.  We have two Workshop Sessions arranged as part of this programme on Waste Minimisation Subject Review to be held on 18th and 24th January 2006.  All members of scrutiny are very welcome at these workshops as they were for the last one and we were very pleased to see members from other committees helping us with this workshop and the feed back. It was a great success because Waste Management is a whole council problem and it was good to get as many members involved with this issue and the various options that we as a Council will have to address.

CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS AND ENVIRONMENT ACT 2006.
Part of this committees programme is the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act and how it will be put into practice.  We had a presentation by Les Tickner and David Ingham on the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act which will come into force in April 2006.  There are New Powers for the council in this Act which also amends and extends existing powers and has the power for the greater use of fixed penalties to enforce the Act which will help this Council in its priorities for making Carlisle District a cleaner Safer Place to live and work.

A very important new section in this Act refers to the Highways Act 1980 which will make it easier to “gate” access ways where crime or Anti Social Behaviour is taking place.  This can only be good news for our communities who have long waited for this to happen.

It also deals with selling vehicles on the road and there is a new offence in the Act regarding the selling or advertising for sale as part of a business at any time two or more vehicles parked within 500 metres of each other on a road. Cars for sale on side roads have long been an issue in a lot of wards and have generated complaints to councillors by residents on this subject.

The dropping of Litter is a problem on our Streets and this Act now extends the scope of the previous offence of dropping litter so that it becomes an offence to drop litter anywhere in the open air.  This now covers and includes” the dropping of cigarettes, cigars and like products and discarded chewing gum”.  It will be interesting to see if this has an effect on the dropping of chewing gum on our streets which not only looks dreadful but cost the rate payers a great deal of money to remove it.  More to the point it will be interesting to see if there are any prosecutions for dropping chewing gum when the public are made aware of this offence.

Other issues include provision for the following in the Act:

· Abandoned shopping and luggage trolleys

· Graffiti and Fly posting

· Removal of illegally displayed placards and posters

· Fly Tipping

· New provision for registration of waste carriers.

· Reforms of the recycling credit scheme

· Site waste management plans for construction and demolition sites.

· Transport of Waste.

· Dog control.

· Noise

· Light Pollution – this is an amendment which now includes “artificial light emitted from premises so as to be prejudicial to health or a nuisance”

· Insect Nuisance – again an amendment to include as a statutory nuisance “any insects emanating from relevant industrial, trade or business premises and being prejudicial to health or a nuisance”

DEFRA has issued the following guidance “These are new national offences and many businesses and residents will not be aware of.  Local Authorities are encouraged to communicate the details of the offences before taking enforcement action”.  This committee is looking at hold Scrutiny meetings in the Community and this subject is right to doing just that.  It’s important that the public are aware of the Act and that residents have a say in how they want the Council to implement the Act for the needs of their communities.

This committee looks forward to the work that it is to do on the above Act in its work programme and to be able to monitor the effects that this Act will have on Carlisle City Councils priorities for a Safer and Greener City for its residents.

On behalf of the Committee I would like to wish all members and officers a very Happy New Year and look forward to our 2006 Work programme.

Councillor Elizabeth Mallinson

Chairman.

Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee

30 December 2005
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