APPEALS PANEL NO 1

TUESDAY 9 JULY 2002 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT :
Councillors Bowditch, Mrs Crookdake and Morton

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Councillor Morton was elected as Chairman of Appeals No 1 for the ensuing municipal year.  Councillor Morton thereupon took the Chair.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of any personal interests relating to any item on the Agenda.

3.
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in paragraph number 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.

4.
APPEAL BY JS


(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraph 3)

The Director of Housing submitted details of an Appeal by JS against the Council’s policy of not allowing tenants with rent arrears to join the Housing Register.

JS was present at the meeting and outlined the reasons for the Appeal, the reasons for the rent arrears and her family circumstances.  JS offered to provide a written Agreement to make a payment each month to reduce her current level of rent arrears.  JS responded to Members’ questions in relation thereto.

Members gave detailed consideration to the matter in particular JS’s current personal circumstances, impact of her tenancy and well-being of her children.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Appeal be upheld subject to JS demonstrating over the next 12 weeks that she was capable as a minimum requirement of making regular additional payments at the level currently set by the Court to reduce her level of rent arrears and preferably a payment at a level above that set by the Court.  At the end of that 12 week period subject to JS having demonstrated that she has the capacity to make those regular payments the Council accede to her request to join the Housing Register.

(2)
In the meantime the Director of Housing seek to identify a suitable property for her to move into at the end of that 12 week period in an area that she qualifies for.

5.
APPEAL BY SM

(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraph 3)

The Director of Housing submitted details of an Appeal by SM against the Council’s policy which prevents tenants in rent arrears from joining the Housing Register.  The Director of Housing informed Members that SM had been invited to attend the Panel to outline the reasons for the Appeal but had not appeared.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the Appeal submitted by SM be deferred and she be invited to attend the next meeting of the Appeals Panel and the Director of Housing be requested to advise the Appellant on the need for a supporting representative or evidence to support her Appeal.

(The meeting ended at 3.00 pm)
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