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LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

Cemetery/Crematorium
I am certain the Council would wish to note that June Carswell officially leaves the Council’s employment on 9th December but actual last day of work will be 1st December as she has annual leave to take.

Area Maintenance

The third and last weed treatment of the year covered by our contractors ATV Contract Services started late September and should take three weeks to complete.

Leaf fall has started and the teams are already removing large amounts from all areas. This work will continue until the end of leaf fall season which should be the end of November.

Environmental Quality
The latest Air Quality Report has been completed and passed by DEFRA, and the next is due in April 2011.

The Dog Warden Scheme, is progressing well and payments for allowing dogs to stray are now all put through the computerised system. 
The contaminated land regime is still progressing we have currently risk assessed approximately 350 sites, we have another 850 sites to go. We are however still treating as a priority those sites that are brought to our attention through the planning regime.

The new Private water supply Regulations are now being rolled out. This is a significant change to the previous regime. The supplies now have to be risk assessed and the water sampling parameters have greatly increased. 

Food, Health and Safety
Ruth Harland finishes on 15th December – her last day will be 9th December.

Any food/occupational H&S enquiries should be directed to Dave Edwards until an Environmental Health Manager is appointed.

Waste Services
‘The Council’s refuse and recycling service has been held up as a model of good performance following a visit from the new Minister for Waste & Recycling, Lord Henley.  As a result of that visit, WRAP, the Government’s Waste & Resources Action Programme, has invited us to share our experience with other authorities looking to develop their household waste collection services.

The review of the collection rounds is well under way with the aim of making our Waste collection service more efficient.  Recycling remains as popular as ever, and Carlisle’s recycling performance is on a par with previous years – up to the end of August our recycling rate stands at 50.52%’.

Neighbourhood and Green Spaces
Bulb planting – Green Spaces team have organised bulb-planting events at Melbourne Park (Sat 16 Oct) working with Riverside Housing ‘Your Place’ team and Friends of Melbourne Park.  About 1,000 daffodil bulbs were planted to provide a splash of spring colour.

And at Chances Park, Green Spaces has worked with the Friends Group and children from Newlaithes Primary Scholl to plant another 5,000 crocus bulbs.

In all the City Council’s Neighbourhoods and Green Spaces team will plant 80,000 mixed bulbs in the next few weeks as the city is prepared for a colourful spring in 2011.

Education outreach – Cath Gregory, Assistant Countryside Officer, has developed a programme of environmental activities with Kingmoor Junior School to help the children achieve a John Muir Award (John Muir Award is a conservation award about discovering wild spaces).  The school’s Headteacher commented that this was ‘the best after school activity that the school has ever been involved with!’

Harraby ‘Together we can’ – Green Spaces are working with the community to re-develop the Keenan Park play area as the next stage of the community project.  Funding has been received from Barnado’s, Section 106 developer contributions and from Councillor’s small Projects Fund.

SPORT AND RECREATION SECTION
Community Engagement

The Fab & Fifty project was launched on Sunday 3rd Oct. A full day of activities was organised at the Sands and on other sites to encourage the older population to get involved in physical activity. The project is running on a weekly basis and has a number of volunteers overseeing the programme. Various partners are involved and the Sport & Physical Activity Alliance has supported it through its funding.

A new social netball session has been organised at the Sands centre by the Sport & Recreation team. The programme has been arranged to get more women into physical activity.
The Disability sports club continues to grow from strength to strength offering fun sporting activities for young people age between 8-19years of age working in partnership with Mencap now have over 30 young people registered at the club Department has assessed 4 more new walk leaders who are now out actively delivering community health walks across the city.
At last the long awaited MUGA for Trinity is due to go to tender. 
New Safe club established in Brampton with 62 young people signed up and an average of 36 each week attending club has been running for three weeks. 

Junior and Adult tennis programme underway again following the summer break, 150 adults and juniors currently taking weekly sessions.
The Sports and Recreation team have been able to assist the Carlisle wheelchair sports club in gaining grants from various bodies totalling £16,750.
The sports team Held level 1 wheelchair basketball coaching course in Carlisle. 14 players and coaches attended. 

Assisting the School Sports Partnership to deliver sportshall indoor athletics competitions to local cluster Primary schools.
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