COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

TUESDAY 29 JUNE 2004 AT 2.20PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Boaden (Chairman), Earp, Mallinson, Parsons, K Rutherford, Scarborough and Wilson (as substitute for Councillor Hendry).

COS.97/04
CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS

The Chairman welcomed Councillor Scarborough as this was his first time serving on the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  He then thanked and paid tribute to Councillor Mallinson for her chairmanship of the Committee during the last municipal year.

COS.98/04
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Hendry.

COS.99/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mallinson declared a personal interest, in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members, in the Regional Government and Local Government Review item.  She stated that her interest was as a Member of Cumbria County Council and as a Member of the Cumbria Branch of the Local Government Association.

COS.100/04
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW

Members had attended a combined meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees immediately prior to this meeting at which the Town Clerk and Chief Executive had submitted report CE.18/04 on Regional Government and the Local Government Review. 

The report outlined the Boundary Committee’s final proposals for Cumbria, which included the following two options:

Option A – a single unitary authority comprising the whole of the Cumbria County area. 

Option B – two unitary authorities based on combinations of existing districts in Cumbria and Lancaster City in Lancashire (Allerdale, Copeland, Carlisle City and Eden; and Barrow in Furness, South Lakeland and Lancaster City).

This Overview and Scrutiny Committee was requested to consider any points it wished to be forwarded to the Executive on 1 July 2004 for consideration, prior to a formal response to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister being approved by the City Council on 2 July 2004.

The Committee considered the Town Clerk and Chief Executive’s report and focussed on the following aspects of the report which formed the recommendations to the Executive:

(a) Council response to the Boundary Committee’s final recommendations

It was moved by Councillor K Rutherford and seconded by Councillor Wilson, that the Boundary Committee’s recommendation of the two options outlined above be endorsed, as the arguments for these options were stronger than the arguments against.  

Councillor Earp, seconded by Councillor Parsons  then moved an amendment to Councillor Rutherford’s motion that, in order to have real choice for the people of Cumbria, a third option of three pairings based on Carlisle/Eden, Allerdale/Copeland and South Lakeland/Barrow should be proposed to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

In accordance with Procedure Rule 17.4, Councillor Earp, supported by one fourth of the Members present, moved that the vote on this item of business be recorded.

Members voted as follows:

For Councillor K Rutherford’s motion (4):

Councillors Boaden, Rutherford K, Scarborough and Wilson.

Against Councillor K Rutherford’s motion (3):

Councillors Earp, Mallinson and Parsons.

The motion of Councillor K Rutherford was therefore carried.

RESOLVED - That the Boundary Committee’s recommendation of the two options outlined above be endorsed, as the arguments for these options were stronger than the arguments against.  

(b) The establishment by the Executive of an Advisory Working Group on Regional Government on an all party basis.

In response to Members’ questions, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive advised that it was envisaged that this Working Group would be formed by and report to the Executive, effectively as a sub-group, with Members of other parties invited to serve on the Group.  Decisions on composition of the Group, number of Members and frequency of meetings would be up to the Executive.  He anticipated that meetings of the Group would be formally minuted.

Members welcomed this proposal and highlighted the need for Members of all parties to work together on Regional Government for the benefit of the staff and the people of Carlisle.

RESOLVED – That the proposal that the Executive establish an Advisory Working Group on Regional Government on an all party basis be welcomed and endorsed.

(c) Response to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister on the powers of Regional Government

In considering this aspect of the report, Members commented as follows:

· It is difficult to comment on powers as nothing definite has been laid down about what these powers will be.  

· Some Members expressed concerns that: Central Government will not allocate sufficient money to Regional Government to benefit local communities; the cost to taxpayers of setting it up; .the public do not know what Regional Government is really about; and Regional Government may force the country down a road towards a Federal Europe.  However, other Members stated that they did not necessarily share all of these views.

· A Member expressed concern that the 0.5m people in Cumbria may only have two representatives in a Regional Government serving 7.5m people and that it will be difficult for these Members to secure funding for regeneration in Cumbria.  However, another Member commented that this may be better than the current representation ratios which Cumbria has within Parliament and that Regional Government could grow, develop and gain more powers.

RESOLVED – That these comments of the Committee be forwarded to the Executive.

(The meeting ended at 2.43pm)

