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Summary:

The purpose of this report is to enable the Executive to propose a programme of work to utilise the residue of the ODPM flood recovery grant reported to the Executive on 25 September 2006 (ref: CS 47/06).

Members of the Executive are invited to propose a programme with consideration of the views of the Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee that met on 18 October 2006.

Recommendations:

It is recommended that the Executive agree a programme of work to utilise the residue of the ODPM flood recovery grant having considered the options in this report and the views of Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee.

Contact Officer:
Jason Gooding
Ext:
 7000

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

At the Executive meeting of 25 September 2006 the Director of Community Services reported that a residue of £124,000 remains from the ODPM flood recovery grant.  That report (ref: CS 47/06) also outlines the criteria for spending the remaining grant. 

Options for designing a programme of work to utilise the remaining funds are as follows:

a) Back Lanes Enhancement. This funding will enable further enhancement works to be undertaken to Back Lanes in the flood affected areas.  The floodwaters brought undermining of the existing surfacing causing tarmac to peel off in places and sub base to be washed away.  Many areas are unconsolidated due to the effect of the floodwaters.  Many kerbs and footways are damaged or causing trip hazards in some lanes partly due to the floods and also due to the damage caused by skips during building improvement works.

The Executive may wish to allocate a portion of the grant to back lanes enhancements – the maximum value of work falling within the grant criteria is £95,000.

b) Replacement of Gullies to Enhance Drainage. Many gullies are small integral basket design with limited capacity and slow dispersal.  This is made worse by heavy siltation at the swan bends as well as blockages caused by builder’s waste.  By replacing these inefficient gullies with larger 450mm x 750mm gullies any rainwater will disperse much faster reducing the possibility of ingress to properties.  They are also much easier to clean and require less frequent maintenance.

The maximum value of work falling within the grant criteria is £14,000. Comprising the replacement of 40 at £350 per gully.

c) Housing Grant for Residential Caravan. In line with the support that has been given to residents in relation to damage to residential property there is a requirement for a grant to match fund a grant from the Cumbria Community Foundation.  This grant is to provide assistance to residents at the Showmans’ Guild Site who lost their residential caravan in the flood.  

Housing grant



£   8,000

d) Enhancement of Warwick Road Islands. The islands along Warwick Road have suffered as a result of the floods.  This money would be used to repair the damage to the soft landscaping and create low maintenance features to enhance the area.

Green Spaces Improvements at Warwick Rd

£   6,000

e) Harraby Community Centre. The community centre at Harraby was severely affected by the flooding in October 2005. A grant is proposed to support a project to enhance the kitchen area to enable disabled access and the delivery of a wider range of healthy eating, life skills, family learning and occupational health training events.

The proposed grant is up to £6,000.

f) Broad Street Play Area. This play area was destroyed in the flooding of January 2005. A voluntary group (the Friends of Broad Street Park) have secured £36,500 for a project to enhance the play area with a total cost of £46,000. 


A grant of up to £9,500 is therefore proposed.

The total cost of these schemes would be £138,500. The Executive will therefore need to reject at least £14,500 worth of proposals in addition to any that may be required to fund schemes the Executive wish to bring forward.

2. CONSULTATION

As requested by the Executive this proposed programme was developed through consultation with the Senior Management Team.

The Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee considered this proposed programme of work at its meeting on 18 October 2006.  

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the Executive agree a programme of work to utilise the residue of the ODPM flood recovery grant having considered the options in this report and the views of Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to fully utilise the ODPM flood recovery grant and ensure the most effective use of those resources in flood affected areas.  

5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – The proposed programme of work can be delivered with the staffing capacity available to the authority

· Financial – The proposed expenditure meets the conditions for the grant set by Government Office North West

· Legal – In order to protect the Council’s position, care must be taken to ensure that any expenditure complies with the grant conditions described in the report CS 47/06

· Corporate – The proposed programme of work has been developed by Senior Management Team

· Risk Management – There is a risk that if the grant is not used effectively for the betterment of flood affected areas the council will be perceived to have failed to make use of available resources

· Equality Issues – Not directly applicable

· Environmental – Much of the proposed programme represents environmental enhancements to flood affected areas

· Crime and Disorder – Not directly applicable

· Impact on Customers – The effective use of this grant will directly benefit many citizens of Carlisle who were adversely affected by the flood 
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