
Cumbria Local Authorities Strategic Board

(CLASB)

Notes of the Meeting held on Friday 3 October 2008 at 10.00am

Frenchfield Sports Pavilion, Penrith

Present:
Councillor Joe Milburn (Chair)
Allerdale Borough Council


David Martin (sub)
Allerdale Borough Council


Councillor Ken Williams (sub)
Barrow Borough Council


Tom Campbell
Barrow Borough Council


Councillor M Mitchelson
Carlisle City Council


Jason Gooding (sub)
Carlisle City Council


Councillor Allan Holliday (sub)
Copeland Borough Council


Keith Parker (sub)
Copeland Borough Council


Councillor Anne Burns (sub)
Cumbria County Council


Peter Stybelski

Cumbria County Council


Councillor Colin Nineham
Eden District Council


Kevin Douglas
Eden District Council


Councillor Brendan Jameson
South Lakeland District Council


Peter Ridgway
South Lakeland District Council


Councillor Winston Collinge 
Cumbria Association of Local Councils


Guy Richardson
Cumbria Association of Local Councils


Bill Jefferson
Lake District National Park


Richard Leafe
Lake District National Park

Also Present:


Graham Harrison
Cumbria County Council


Sue Stevenson
Cumbria Strategic Partnership


Jo Brabbins (minutes)
Eden District Council

Clasb/

27/10/08
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Richardson, Barrow Borough Council, Cllr E Woodburn and L Murphy, Copeland Borough Council, Cllr S Young, Cumbria County Council and M Mooney, Carlisle City Council/Allerdale Borough Council


ACTION

Clasb/

28/10/08
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 August 2008 were agreed as a correct record of proceedings.

Matters Arising:

It was noted that some Members had been invited to a dinner by Cumbria Vision.  

It was AGREED that a letter be sent to Cumbria Vision from the Chairman of Clasb suggesting that a more business-like and cost-effective means by which discussions could be conducted would be for Cumbria Vision representatives to attend following Clasb meetings, when Members would already be gathered together.


JM/DM

Clasb/

29/10/08


Outstanding Nominations for 4NW sub Groups

The following nominations (outstanding from the meeting on 15 August) were noted and approved:

Regional Planning Group – (CCC)
Regional Transport Group - (CCC)
Sustainable Economic Development Group – Cllr Margaret Jackson (Allerdale) and (CCC)

Review and Scrutiny – Cllr Keith Hitchen (Copeland) and (CCC)
The Cumbria County Council nominations would be made at the meeting of its Executive on 7 October.

It was noted that further Cumbrian representation had been gained through the appointment of Cllr W Collinge (Calc) to the Sustainable Economic Development Group and of Cllr K Morgan (Calc) to the Review and Scrutiny Group.


CCC

Councillor C Nineham declared a personal interest in the following item of business.



Clasb/

30/10/08


Waste Management – Inter Authority Agreement

The Meeting received a report and presentation from Graham Harrison, Cumbria County Council, setting out a proposal from CCC to enter into an Inter Authority Agreement with the Waste Collection Authorities for the achievement of improved recycling rates through an amendment to the existing Recycling Credits Scheme to become the Recycling Reward Scheme.

A letter from Cllr R Bloxham, Chairman of the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership, was circulated, which supported the proposal and requested Clasb to refer the scheme back to the CSWP for further refinement.

Some reservations were expressed concerning the capping proposals, the lack of consideration for the cost of collection in sparsely populated areas, and the target for biodegradable materials.

The County Council would be writing to collecting authorities individually to ask for agreement in principle and would refer issues back to the CSWP for final refinement of the terms of the agreements.

The Inter Authority Agreement was AGREED in principle in order to achieve an improvement in recycling rates for each district rising to an average for the county of 48% by 2011 supported by the new Recycling Credits Scheme.  The scheme was referred to the Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership for further refinement.


GH/CCC

GH/CCC

Clasb/

31/10/08
Calling Cumbria – Where Next

The meeting received a report and presentation from Sue Stevenson, Cumbria Strategic Partnership reviewing the ‘Calling Cumbria’ initiative, facilitated by the Leadership Centre for Local Government.  A small task and finish group, called ‘Network Cumbria’, would meet on four occasions to revisit some of the ideas that emerged during the Calling Cumbria events in order to ensure that these ideas could be translated into an effective improvement programme to support more effective partnership development across the county.  

P Ridgway joined the meeting at 10.58am

A draft flow chart was circulated indicating the group’s initial thoughts on bringing together work on the Community Strategy and Local Area Agreement as a single system within Cumbria.

It was AGREED that 

a.  recommendations from the task and finish group would be brought back to a future meeting of Clasb incorporating aspects of the conclusions reached by the Leadership Centre, and

b.  The final ‘Calling Cumbria’ report from the Leadership Centre should be presented to the appropriate forum and supported by presentation from a Leadership Centre officer.


SS/PR

SS

Clasb/

32/10/08
Cumbria Improvement and Efficiency Partnership (CIEP) - Update

The meeting received a report from Peter Ridgway in his capacity as Chairman of CIEP, setting out the current position and future issues for CIEP.  In relation to the Project Boards, it was noted that the number of meetings that officers would be requested to attend would increase substantially and it would not be possible for representatives to travel to every meeting, especially where long distances were involved.

It was AGREED that 

a.  the report be noted,

b.  the call for individual authorities to cooperate with lead authorities in establishing project boards for the for themes by 31 October 2008 be endorsed, and

c.  The CCC representative on Clasb; Stewart Young (Anne Burns (sub)) be elected a member champion for CIEP to head up sub-regional initiatives and to partner Cllr Milburn as the second delegate at NWIEP Joint Board meetings (should a request for further representation be made).




Clasb/

33/10/08


Portfolio Holder Meetings

The meeting received a report from Cllr Brendan Jameson, South Lakeland District Council setting out proposals for Portfolio Holder meetings to be held to consider specific, countywide issues and develop shared learning amongst Portfolio Holders with similar areas of responsibility.  SLDC Portfolio Holders had offered to lead on making initial contact with their respective counterparts to consider how these groups could develop.  

It was AGREED that 

a.  a recommendation be made to the Chairs of the thematic partnerships to invite the appropriate Portfolio Holder from each Cumbrian authority (to be identified by the Leaders of each authority) to Thematic Partnership meetings, and

b.  this arrangement be confirmed/ reviewed at the next meeting of Clasb on 9 January 2009.


CCC

CCC

Clasb/

34/10/08
Items for Next Meeting

The following items were confirmed for the next meeting:

a.  CAA Presentation

b.  Cumbria Vision/NWDA discussion

c.  On-street Parking report - (CCC)

d.  Calling Cumbria Final Report/Task & Finish group recommendations

e.  Report from Planning Officers Group on possible ‘Carbon Levy’ on Planning Application fees to raise a fund to investigate means of reducing emissions.




Clasb/

35/10/08
Other Business

Cllr B Jameson requested that authorities consider contributing a suggested £750 per year for the next four years to a 2012 ‘Talented Individual Fund’ from their Chairman’s budget.  The fund would assist potential Olympic participants within Cumbria to train for London 2012.




Clasb/

36/10/08
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting would be held at 10am on Friday 9 January 2009.




The meeting closed at 12.07pm
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