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 Report to Regulatory Panel  Agenda 

Item: 

 

A.1
  

Meeting Date: 16th October  2013 

Portfolio: Finance, Governance and Resources 

Key Decision: Not Applicable: 

Within Policy and 

Budget Framework 

 

NO 

Public / Private Public 

 

Title: IAN NELSON BELL-TAXI DRIVER-DISCLOSURE OF 

ADDITIONAL MOTORING CONVICTIONS 

Report of: Director of Governance 

Report Number: GD 49/13 

 

Purpose / Summary: 

Mr Bell is a Hackney Carriage driver licensed with Carlisle City Council. It has come to our 

attention that on the 12th of October 2012 he was convicted of riding a motorcycle without 

insurance or the appropriate driving licence and did not disclose this offence to the 

Council. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

To reach a decision from the options available, after hearing evidence and the response 

from Mr Bell in accordance with Section 61 (1)(b) of the Local Government Miscellaneous 

Provisions Act 1976. 

 

 

 

Tracking 

Executive:  

Overview and Scrutiny:  

Council:  
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To the Chairman & Members of the Regulatory Panel on the 16th October 2013 

 

NAME   Ian Nelson Bell 

 

ADDRESS Petteril Street, Carlisle 

 

AGE   48 

 

LICENSING HISTORY 

 

Mr Bell was first licensed as a Hackney Carriage Driver in April 2011. 

At this time he had a number of criminal convictions dating back to 1984, but as his most 

recent conviction was in 1998, a decision was taken to grant him a Hackney Carriage 

driver’s licence. His most recent motoring offence was for speeding in Scotland in 2006 but 

the penalty points are now spent. 

 

LATEST CONVICTION 

 

12/10/12 Riding a motorcycle without insurance 

  Driving otherwise than in accordance with a licence  

  Fined £250 with 6 penalty points. 

 

These offences were committed in March 2012 and first came to our attention when Mr 

Bell applied to renew his licence in July 2013. He completed a Disclosure of Additional 

Conviction (Appendix A) and was interviewed where he claimed that he hadn’t actually 

ridden the motorcycle, he had only unloaded it from a vehicle and left it parked on the 

roadside for a few minutes having just purchased it. 

His version of events were checked with the police and proved to be incorrect. A witness 

statement was provided by the Police Officer present at the scene (Appendix B). The 

officer stated that he was parked in Bower Street when a motorcycle passed him. He 

noticed that it wasn’t fitted with a number plate or lights(race/track bike). He followed it to a 

house in Brookside and Mr Bell was spoken to as he got off the motorcycle and told he 

would be reported for the 2 offences. 

 

DRIVING LICENCE 

 

Apart from this latest conviction Mr Bell’s driving licence shows no further endorsements 

(Appendix C) 
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LEGISLATION 

Section 61(1) of the Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976  states that a 

District Council may suspend or revoke a Hackney Carriage Driver Licence on a number of 

grounds. 
 

Section 61(1)(b) gives the grounds of “any other reasonable cause”  (Appendix D) 
 

OPTIONS 
 

It is recommended that after hearing the evidence and any other representations from Mr  

Bell the members reach a decision in line with the options available. 
 

1 To take no further action 

2 To issue him with a letter of warning 

3 To suspend his Hackney Carriage driver’s licence for a period of time. 

4 To revoke his Hackney Carriage drivers licence 

5 As well as, or instead of the above, to require him to sit and pass a Driving 

Standards Agency Taxi Driving Test 
  

 

Appendices 

attached to report: 

A – Disclosure of Additional Conviction 

B -  Police Officer Witness Statement 

C – DVLA Driving Licence 

D – Legislation 

  

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS/RISKS: 

 

Chief Executive’s – N/A 

 

Community Engagement – N/A 

 

Economic Development – N/A 

 

Governance – Included within report 

 

Local Environment – N/A 

 

Resources – N/A 

Contact Officer: Sue Stashkiw Ext:  7029 
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