
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 14 SEPTEMBER 2006 


IOS.83/06
LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT FOR CUMBRIA – POSITION STATEMENT

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services, Mr Egan, presented report LDS.61/06 summarising the current position in respect of the evolution of the draft Local Area Agreement for Cumbria, of which the City Council would be a part.  In addition, he presented a more concise summary and update of the various targets to be met in each of the relevant areas under the Local Area Agreement.   That document included further information on the Children and Young People, Economic Development and Enterprise, Safer and Stronger Communities, and Healthy Communities and Older People blocks, setting out the up‑to‑date position in respect of the various targets under each of those blocks.

Mr Egan then introduced Mr Ned Kemp, the Carlisle Local Strategic Partnership Manager.

Mr Egan explained that the basis of Local Area Agreements was that relevant stakeholders would identify a range of broad outcomes and objectives for Cumbria and then the various partner and stakeholder organisations in the County would align their activity to meet the agreed objectives set out in the Agreement.  

The Agreement would be signed off between the County Council (leading on behalf of the stakeholders) and Government Office North West.  Local Area Agreements were intended to be a new way of working, aimed at improving the effectiveness and efficiency of Local Authorities and their partners so as to provide seamless services to people in the locality concerned through a jointly agreed strategy.  

The Local Area Agreement for Cumbria would cover five thematic “blocks” as follows:

· Safer and Stronger Communities

· Children and Young People

· Healthy Communities and Older People

· Economic Development

· A cross cutting block currently called Liveability – this block may not be included in the final version but was included in the draft.

Mr Egan then set out the timetable for the development of the Local Area Agreement.

In relation to targets Mr Egan advised that there would be mandatory targets and also “stretch” targets which could qualify for performance reward grants where extra money would be awarded for extra performance over and above the base level.   It was not yet clear how that funding would be awarded and allocated via the County Council.  

The programme for production of the Local Area Agreement was working towards the County Council signing it off by early January and ministerial approval being given by early February 2007.

Cumbria County Council had arranged an event on 20 September 2006 to bring all Members up to date with the production of the draft Local Area Agreement.  Members should have received invitations to that event.  

In considering the report Members made the following comments and observations:

1. A Member considered that the Cumbria Agreement was difficult to understand, especially since it was in draft form.

Mr Kemp advised that ownership of the document lay with the Cumbria Strategic Partnership.  He then explained the alignment of Local Strategic Partnership task groups with Thematic Partnerships for the benefit of the Committee.

2. A Member referred to the cross cutting block currently called ‘Liveability’  and questioned the priority being given to that block.

Mr Kemp said that the liveability block was not low on the agenda.  The Convener Group would hold responsibility within the LSP for cross cutting issues.  A multi disciplinary review of all cross cutting elements (e.g. Housing particularly involving the Young Peoples Group) would take place and cross cutting issues would be farmed out from the centre.

The City Council’s Housing Officers would report back through normal mechanisms.  Members were asked to bear in mind that the Local Strategic Partnership and Local Area Agreement mechanisms were in a formative stage which was why Members were encouraged to go to informative events.

Mr Egan referred Members to the governance arrangements, stressing the need to ensure that actions taken on behalf of Carlisle were properly taken.

Members considered that the report provided a good explanation of the position and looked forward to continued involvement in the matter.

RESOLVED – That the position and timetable for processing the Local Area Agreement through to Ministerial sign off in February 2007 be noted.







