
 
 
 

 

 Report to Regulatory Panel  Agenda 

Item: 

 

A.1
  

Meeting Date: 17th December 2014 

Portfolio: Finance, Governance and Resources 

Key Decision: Not Applicable: 

Within Policy and 

Budget Framework 
 

Public / Private Public 

 

Title: STUART COCHRANE, FURTHER SPEEDING CONVICTION 

Report of: DIRECTOR OF GOVERNANCE 

Report Number: GD.60/14 

 

Purpose / Summary: 

 

Stuart Cochrane has recently reported that on the 24th of September 2014 he received a 

fixed penalty notice and 3 points for speeding. As this was his 3rd speeding conviction in 

17 months the matter has been referred to The Regulatory Panel.  

 

Recommendations: 

 

To reach a decision from the options available, after hearing the evidence and any 

response from Mr Cochrane, in accordance with Section 61 (1)(b) of the Local 

Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 

 

 

 

Tracking 

Executive:  

Overview and Scrutiny:  

Council:  



 
 
 

 

 

To the Chairman & Members of the Regulatory Panel on 17th December 2014 

 

NAME    Stuart Cochrane 

 

ADDRESS  Ghyll Road, Carlisle 

 

AGE    46 

 

HISTORY 

 

Mr Cochrane has been licensed as a Hackney Carriage driver since 1996. Apart 

from the speeding convictions mentioned below he has not come to the attention of 

the Licensing Officers. 

 

CONVICTIONS 

 

 26/04/13   Speeding  Fixed Penalty and 3 points.  

    38mph in a 30mph limit at Warwick Bridge speed camera 

    4.30am in his taxi but no passengers 

    Issued with a warning letter from Licensing (App1) 

 

 15/05/14 Speeding  Fixed Penalty and 3 points 

    43mph in a 30mph limit at Scotby Road speed gun 

    9.02am in his taxi but no passengers 

    Issued with a further warning letter from Licensing pointing out that  

    this was his second speeding offence in little over a year and that any  

    further offences may be referred to The Regulatory Panel. (App2)  

 

LATEST OFFENCE 

 

 24/09/14 Speeding  Fixed Penalty and 3 points 

    38mph in a 30mph limit at Warwick Bridge speed camera 

    2.06pm in his private car. Mr Cochrane claimed he had picked up his  

    daughter from school and was taking her to hospital after a hockey  

    injury (App3) 

     As this is the 3rd speeding offence in 17 months the matter has been  

    referred to The Regulatory Panel. 

 

 



 
 
 

 

DRIVING LICENCE 

 

   Mr Cochrane’s driving licence is attached at App4 showing he currently has  

   9 points endorsed on his licence. 

 

LEGISLATION 
 

   Section 61(1) of the Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976   

   states that a District Council may suspend or revoke a Hackney Carriage  

   Driver Licence on a number of grounds. 
 

Section 61(1)(b) gives the grounds of “any other reasonable cause” (App5) 

. 

 

OPTIONS 

 

  It is recommended that after hearing the evidence and any representations  

  from Mr Cochrane, members reach a decision in line with the options  

  available: 
 

 To take no further action 

 To issue a warning letter 

 To suspend Mr Cochrane’s Hackney Carriage Drivers Licence for a period of time. 

 As well as or instead of the above, require him to sit and pass a Driving Standards 

Agency ‘Taxi’ Test 

 To revoke his Hackney Carriage Drivers Licence 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendices 

attached to report: 

1- Warning letter re speeding dated 19/07/13 

2- Warning letter re 2nd speeding dated 05/08/14 

3- Letter from Mr Cochrane explaining 3rd speeding 

4- DVLA driving licence 

5- Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 

section 61(1)(b) 

 

Contact Officer: Barry Sharrock Ext:  7027 



 
 
 

 

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS/RISKS: 

 

Chief Executive’s -     n/a 

 

Deputy Chief Executive –   n/a 

 

Economic Development –   n/a 

 

Governance –     included within the report 

 

Local Environment –    n/a 

 

Resources -     n/a 
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