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LICENSING UPDATE

Licensing Act 2003

All premises that required licensing under the Licensing Act have applied and the licenses were issued by the end of February 2006.  We are now getting a steady stream of variations, transfers, temporary events, etc, which looks as though it will be the norm.  This is amounting at present to about 10 applications per week.

In consultation with other County districts, the Police and Fire Service, we are putting together an inspection protocol to ensure the Act is being complied with and to educate any licensees who are unsure of the new laws.

Gambling Act 2005

The Gambling Act 2005 repealed the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963, the Gaming Act 1968 and the Lotteries and Amusements Act 1976.  The Gambling Act received royal ascent on 7 April 2005.  The Act gives new responsibility to Licensing Authorities to undertake a number of licensing and regulatory functions in relation to gambling premises.  In order to assist authorities in undertaking these new responsibilities and to provide transparency for those wishing to apply to an authority for a permission under the Act, section 349 requires all authorities to prepare, consult and publish a licensing policy statement.  This document will last for a maximum of three years, but can be reviewed and revised by the authority at any time.  

Cumbria Licensing Officer Forum is currently producing a draft to be used by Cumbria Authorities.  There will of course be a period of consultation, which will take place between 3 July and 22 September 2006.  Members of Overview and Scrutiny and the Executive will be involved in this consultation before presentation of a policy for Council consideration.

Information Technology

The first IT Clinic was held before the last Council Meeting on 29 June in the Flensburg Room.  For those who attended it was a success and there are plans to hold more of these as a way of helping Members to address any problems they are experiencing.  The IT Department will be informing Members of the next event in good time.  This is an opportunity for Members to refurbish their skills with IT and to bring forward problems and difficulties that they are having.  It is a practical way of being able to get Members and staff more involved with everyday problems.

Waste Minimisation

The proposals to change waste collection arrangements will make a significant contribution to the achievement of Government targets aimed at reducing the amount of domestic waste taken to landfill.  It is an important change to a high profile Council service, so much so that another special Council briefing was arranged on 10 July to enable all Members to understand the proposals and the issues.

It is important that the revised arrangements and their implications are understood by all Members and the public.  Understandably, there are concerns within some parts of the community but experience to date indicates that once the public understand the details there is a general acceptance of the changes.  Increased public awareness is essential.  Any letters of concern that are received by us or published in the media will immediately have a response from the officers who will visit those raising the concerns.  

Clean Neighbourhoods Act

The Council has approved proposals for the implementation of this Act and the first stage, increasing public awareness.  A major publicity campaign is about to be launched and you will receive details shortly.  Much of our City has a high quality of environment and we need to keep it that way.  There are some problem areas and issues, which we must address.  The Infrastructure, Overview and Scrutiny Committee has made a helpful contribution in assisting to identify these.  

Following the local elections I have resumed my ward visits, with the Director of Community Services, and hopefully all Members will have the opportunity to participate.  

Air Quality

The Executive received a report on air quality in June, where the major issues is the pollution from traffic.  I have asked that all relevant agencies get together to produce an action plan for improvement for those areas designated with problems.

Civic Centre

The flood restoration building work in the Civic Centre is now substantially complete.  It has been a relatively long process but I am sure you’ve recognised the challenges, which have been faced.

Planning Services

The response to a recent advertisement for full-time posts in Development Control has met with a higher level of interest than previous, with four applicants being interviewed.  Although not a significant number, this is a marked increase in the number of applicants shortlisted for interviews in the past.  The County Council is consulting the City Council and wider public on the issues and options for the Cumbria Minerals and Waste Development Framework.  The consultation lasts until 31 July and considers options in each of the districts for waste management sites and potential mineral sites.  It is proposed that a further, more detailed consultation on the preferred options will follow towards the end of the year.  I have to say as the Portfolio Holder that I have been disappointed in the short period of time given to us by the County Council, knowing that this should go through our Overview and Scrutiny process and the Executive.  This is an important document with some important decisions to be made about the future of waste and mineral management within our district.  It should be high importance to both the Executive, the Overview and Scrutiny and finally our Council.

RD Bloxham 

