
ADDENDUM TO 

Report  LDS 12/05

Review of Polling Arrangements






DALSTON WARD

1
The new housing development at Carleton Grange and Parkland Village off Cumwhinton Road crosses the boundaries of three wards – Dalston, Harraby and Wetheral (see Map 1).  One of the recommendations arising from the Council’s review of parishes, referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Report LDS 12/05, was to enlarge Dalston ward to incorporate the whole estate within it.  Until such time as that proposal is approved by the Electoral Commission, the estate will remain divided.  

2
Since 2002 a portacabin sited on Garlands Road has been used as the polling station for all electors on the estate.  At that time, there were no electors in the Wetheral portion so the portacabin only had to serve some 200 electors in Dalston ward and around 30 Harraby electors.  The development has grown since then and the electorates for the three wards are as follows:




Ward

Polling District
Electorate (Dec 2004)



Dalston

OH


835




Harraby

EE


109




Wetheral

PBM


203

3
At the forthcoming County Council elections, it had been the intention to provide a two-roomed portacabin so that the larger Dalston electorate could use one room and the Harraby and Wetheral electors could vote in the other, each using separate ballot boxes.

4
A member has suggested that separate provision should be made for electors east of Pennine View on the grounds that they are much further from the polling station and thereby deterred from voting.  The distance, however, is no greater than for many other electors in other wards and indeed for parts of the Garlands development itself (e.g. the Wetheral portion) and the total number of potential voters at the portacabin is still less than at a number of other portacabins in the City.  It is also likely that the majority of residents will pass the portacabin on their way in and out of the estate.  There may nevertheless be some merit in providing an additional polling station in the area this year.

5
There is an increasing likelihood that a parliamentary general election will be held on the same day as the County Council elections.  If that happens, one of the rooms in the existing portacabin would have to be used exclusively for electors in the Wetheral ward part of the estate because that ward is in Penrith and the Border constituency, while both Dalston and Harraby are in Carlisle constituency.  This arrangement would be necessary to ensure that there could be no possibility of ballot papers being deposited in the ballot box for the wrong constituency.  At the close of poll, Carlisle boxes are delivered to the Sands Centre for counting while Penrith and the Border boxes are taken to Penrith.

6
If a second temporary polling station were provided on Cumwhinton Drive, perhaps between Oak Lane and Cherry Lane, it would reduce the pressure on the existing portacabin and be more convenient for voters in the area concerned.  If additional provision were to be made this year, the arrangements would be reviewed before the City Council elections in 2006 by which time the whole estate should be included within Dalston ward.

7
It is recommended that 

(a)
a new polling district designated OJ be created in Dalston ward as shown on Map 2 and the polling place be a temporary polling station in a convenient location in the Cumwhinton Drive area.

(b)
the polling arrangements for electors on the Garlands estate be reviewed before the local elections in May 2006.    
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