

Meeting - 23 October 2008
The Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held the fourth meeting of this cycle.   

The first two agenda items related to the ‘greener’ elements of this Councils operation.  Climate Change is, of course, a national and international issue, but in drawing up a Strategy, the council will be trying to take these global trends and adapt them into a district wide effort.  The whole scope of the issues that climate change may affect at local level, and our response to it, is of course varied from grass cutting through to social housing.  The timescales of the strategy are also as varied from short-term PR efforts to longer-term adoption of energy saving equipment.    

The Committee is fully supportive of the direction of the strategy, and would wish to keep a close eye on the development of the new Energy Saving Trust Advice Centre, as the establishment of this Advice Centre could be key to the success of this Strategy.  

The Carbon Trust proposals form an element of this strategy.  The reduction of Carbon emissions, will help put ‘meat on the bones’ of the Strategy, and as a result is supported by the Committee.  During the varied conversation on this topic, members identified a willingness to see the volumes of paper and printing produced by this Council tackled concertedly as part of this effort.  

We received the report on The Local Development Schemes 2008-11.  Various concerns and comments were raised which we were grateful for officer responses to.    

Within the closed section of the meeting we considered the future of the Refuse Fleet Vehicles and the engagement of consultants to undertake further work in this area.       

Meeting – 4 December 2008
The Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held the fifth meeting of this cycle.   

The main item for consideration was the outline budget proposals.  One of the main areas for questioning was naturally Car Parking.  However the Committee had notable concerns regarding the budget for Carlisle Renaissance, the budget to us seemed excessive, we have requested that further details be received.  In retrospective I feel that as Chair I ought to have anticipated that this area would interest members.  In hindsight I ought to have invited the Director for Carlisle Renaissance to attend the meeting.  Perhaps as the next Infrastructure Chair for the next civic year will be reading this report, they might like to take note.  We also await a response to the matter of availability to the Committee of Carlisle Renaissance Board minutes.  

We were to have considered the development brief for Caldewgate and Shaddongate.  The Committee felt that the issue deserved greater scrutiny through a workshop.  Our motives are not to put any mutiny into scrutiny, and no disrespect to the officers involved was intended.  However, the colour photocopying of the report was very poor in quality due to our reports being a direct photocopy from a hard copy of the report.  My personal view is that this could be avoided in future by making any future copies from copies held on disc format.  We also would like to hold a workshop with others, so that their experience in planning matters can contribute to the process.  

The report was also received from the Task and Finish Group on Bulky Waste Collection.  We also had an interesting discussion on street lighting under the Corporate Performance Monitoring for the second quarter.  This may be of interest to members who have issues with street lighting.    

Meeting – 8 December 2008
The Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held a special meeting to consider a response to the Serco report on joining up with Allerdale.  Prior to the meeting a joint workshop with Community and Corporate O&S had occurred.  

Members raised their concerns and comments on the proposals.  These views were forwarded to the Executive.
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