CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2006 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor P Farmer), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, 


Bowman (C), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, 


Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Knapton, Lishman, 


Mrs Luckley, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, 


Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Reardon,


Mrs Riddle, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Tweedie, Warwick, Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson.

C.169/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs Mallinson and 

Mrs Southward.

C.170/06
AGENDA

The Mayor reported that there would be an additional item of business regarding Local Government Reorganisation in response to the White Paper: Strong and Prosperous Communities which he agreed should be included on the Agenda as a matter of urgency.  The matter was urgent due to the need for the City Council to prepare a response to the White Paper within the set timescale.

C.171/06
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 12 September 2006 were received and signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

C.172/06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Glover declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute COS.90/06 Partnership Approach to Homelessness Services.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his work in supporting people and his employment by Cumbria County Council’s Supporting People Team.

Councillor Mrs Bradley declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the agenda item relating to Concessionary Fares Scheme.  She indicated that her interest was as a recipient of concessionary bus travel.  Other Councillors who are in receipt of concessionary bus travel or qualified for receipt of concessionary bus travel also declared a personal interest in that item of business.

Councillor Hodgson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any reference to Local Area Agreements as part of the Safer and Stronger Thematic Block.  He indicated that his interest was as a member of the Cumbria County Council’s Cabinet.

Councillor Hodgson also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in Agenda Item 20 the Local Government White Paper on Stronger and Prosperous Communities.  He indicated that his interest was as a member of the Cumbria County Council’s Cabinet.

Councillor Mrs Prest declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.182/06 Cumbria Wind Energy Supplementary Planning document.  She indicated that her interest arose as her husband was the Chairman of the Cumbria County Council’s Development Control and Regulatory Committee.

Councillor Mrs Geddes declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.177/06 Residents Petition, Lewis Court area.  She indicated that her interest arose as her son lived in the area.

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct
in respect of Minute EX.218/06 Food Service Plan.  He stated that his interest was as the owner of premises which would be subject to food safety inspections.

Councillor Mitchelson also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business regarding the Post Office Card Account.  He stated that his interest was in respect of his business.

C.173/06
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)
The Mayor
The Mayor reported that he had received news of the death of a soldier serving in the Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment (Kings, Lancashire and Border) in Basra, but there was no indication as to whether the soldier had been attached formerly to the King’s Own Border Regiment.

(b)
The Leader of the City Council
The Leader of the City Council informed Members that the Department of Culture Media and Sport had decided not to list the Lonsdale Cinema building.  There would now be a 28 day period of appeal.  The Council would not be able to proceed with a Compulsory Purchase Order for the building as there would need to be a business case in place and the Council was not in a position to issue a Building Preservation Notice.  The current position was that the Council had received an assurance from Empera Estates that nothing would be done to the building until such time as the planning application had been considered. That application was likely to be considered by the meeting of the Development Control Committee in January 2007.  Officers had contacted Empera Estates for further discussion.  

Councillor Boaden asked the Leader a question on the subject of his announcement to the effect that whilst English Heritage had determined that the building should not be listed, it had commented that this did not diminish the value which the residents of Carlisle placed on the building and that value should be taken into consideration when making decisions about the future of the building.

Councillor Boaden requested that the Executive seek an undertaking from Empera Estates not to do anything to damage the building until the Arts Centre study had been finished.  Councillor Boaden added that there had been a delay in contacting Empera Estates following the Council’s resolution in August and he hoped that this would not happen at this time and that the position with regard to the future of the Lonsdale would not be allowed to drift until it met an inevitable conclusion.  Councillor Boaden called upon the Executive and the Leader to give a firm indication that they would make contact with Empera Estates.

The Leader informed the Council that the City Council had not received the information with regard to the listing of the Lonsdale direct from the Secretary of State but had been informed of the decision third hand.  With regards to contacting Empera Estates, Officers had carried out the instructions on behalf of the City Council and it was not usual for Members or the Leader to deal directly with such instructions.  He added that the Executive were due to consider the second stage of the Arts Centre Feasibility Study next week and the options arising from this study would be worked up and a business case developed for all four options.  The Council would then consider those options. 

(c)
Executive
There were no further announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d)
Town Clerk & Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.174/06
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND



PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been received from members of the public.

C.175/06
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

(i) Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question from Councillor Reardon.

Councillor Reardon then read out the following question:

The Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change, signed by nearly 100 local Councils, has been successful in helping local authorities identify practical ways of reducing carbon emissions in the communities they serve.  

Would the Portfolio Holder for Environment report back on his pledged review with Officers on Carlisle City Council’s plans to endorse this declaration?

Councillor Bloxham referred to the section in his Portfolio Holder’s report referred to later in the Agenda and added that a further item on the declaration was to be submitted to and considered by the Executive on the 20 November, when he anticipated that the Executive would make a decision on behalf of the Council as to participation in the Nottingham Declaration

Councillor Reardon asked a supplementary question as to whether the declaration and monitoring of the Council’s participation in the Nottingham Declaration would be referred to the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Councillor Bloxham expressed a hope that that course of action would be followed.

(ii)
Air Quality
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question from Councillor Reardon.

Councillor Reardon then read out the following question :

Following recent Member concerns about poor air quality in Caldewgate and Currock Street, are there any plans to investigate the feasibility of introducing a Low Emissions Zone in Carlisle?

Councillor Bloxham answered to the effect that Low Emission Zones were introduced to deter the most polluting types of traffic, which gave off the highest emissions, from entering an air quality management area.  The drivers of such vehicles would be required to pay a daily charge to drive through the Low Emission Zone.  There were however costs to managing an air quality management zone and there were also implications for patrolling and enforcing the zone.  Councillor Bloxham added that unlike a number of other Cities the road network in Carlisle did not lend itself to establishing alternative routes around an air quality zone.  He also added that the Council would need to be mindful that any Low Emission Zone schemes would have an impact on commerce and industry in the city.  

Councillor Bloxham added that the City Council and its partners were drawing up proposals for short, medium and long-term measures which were aimed at reducing pollution in action zones.

Councillor Reardon asked a further question and sought an assurance that the Council would work to reduce carbon emissions within the City Council’s area, and these actions would be aimed not only at the City Council’s work and actions but would also encourage partners and stakeholders within the city to take action to reduce their carbon emissions.

Councillor Bloxham added that the City Council and partners were working on ways to reduce emissions within the city.  He added that the Council had responsibilities but also had to recognise that there were commercial sectors in the centre of Carlisle and there were also residents in a large rural area who needed transport to access those commercial areas.  He agreed however that the Council had to do what it could to reduce emissions in the city.

(iii)
Financial Management
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question from Councillor Boaden.  Councillor Boaden then read out the following question:

“To ask the Council Leader that following the Audit Commission’s Section 11 recommendation in respect of the poor financial management and weak internal financial controls within the Council, he outlines in detail the extra costs incurred in the:

(a)
additional work undertaken by the Audit Commission in preparing their opinion on the accounts of the Council and their consequent additional fee;

(b)
commissioning from the IPF the independent review of financial management arrangements following the Audit Commission findings and recommendations; and

(c)
additional work undertaken by staff to meet the requirements of the Audit Commission, including the cost of additional staff engaged to support this work and costs of overtime incurred.”

Councillor Mitchelson responded to the question to the effect that the costs of additional work undertaken by the Audit Commission had already been reported to Council and the cost was £40,000.  Whilst the invoice had not yet been received that sum had been accounted for within the Council’s 04/05 accounts.  The cost of commissioning the IPF, the independent review of financial management arrangements of the Council, was £28,000 and this had previously been reported to Council.  The cost of additional work undertaken by staff was not quite so clear-cut in that the Council had invested in increasing the capacity of staff resources right across the financial team and that had not been logged against the Section 11 recommendations.  He itemised a number of actions which had been taken which had been aimed at increasing the capacity of the sections which when taken together totalled an additional £54,600 which had been invested in the Finance Department.

Councillor Boaden in asking a supplementary question noted that the Council had spent an additional £68,000 plus an indeterminate amount of other costs to deal with the Audit Commission’s recommendations.  He questioned whether this was a indictment of the poor financial control and financial mismanagement of the authority.

Councillor Mitchelson responded that the Council had invested in the capacity of the section but no extra money had been asked for and all the additional costs had been funded from existing resources and the redirection of resources.  These actions had resulted in a strong robust financial services team.

C.176/06
EXECUTIVE
Councillor Mitchelson moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 25 September and 23 October 2006.  

Councillor Bloxham seconded the receipt and adoption of the above Minutes.

Members of the Council asked a number of questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes, and it was:

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 25 September and 23 October 2006 be received and adopted.

(2) Councillor Knapton declared a personal interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of discussions relating to Kingmoor Park.  Councillor Knapton stated that his interest was as a Board Member of Kingmoor Park Properties.

(3) In response to the question of Councillor Mrs Styth, with regards to the outcome of the CPA Peer Challenge, the Leader undertook to provide Councillor Mrs Styth with a written answer as to the date when the Council would expect to receive the formal report back from the IDEA team who carried out the review.

(4) Councillor Mrs Geddes to provide Councillor Mrs Styth with a written reply giving a breakdown of the budget and the identified costs of the proposals to take forward the Corporate Equality Plan.

(5) Councillor Mrs Geddes to provide Councillor Glover with a written reply setting out details of the current progress and the full extent of the costs involved in delivering the Job Evaluation Project with an indication as to whether the project would be delivered within the budget.

(6) Councillor Bloxham to provide Councillor Mrs Bradley with a written reply to her question under EX.209/07 Funding for Economic Initiatives, regarding the position on progress with the economic initiatives particularly in respect of the proposal to use part of that budget to fund Police Community Support Officers.

C.177/06
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS
Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:


Leisure, Culture and Heritage


Learning and Development


Finance and Performance


Economic Development and Enterprise


Promoting Carlisle


Sustainable Communities 


Environment and Infrastructure

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports and it was:

RESOLVED – (1) That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That Councillor Jefferson provide a written response to the questions raised by Councillor Mrs Riddle and Councillor Atkinson with regards to Freedom of Information.  Councillor Mrs Riddle’s question related to the type of information which had been requested of the Council under Freedom of Information and the impact on the Council of providing that information.  Councillor Atkinson noted that there had been 126 requests for information since January 2006; 53 had been requested by private individuals; 34 had been requested by businesses and he questioned who had initiated the remaining 39 requests.

(3) That Councillor Mrs Bowman provide a written reply to Councillor Mrs Bradley with regards to the make up and apparent disparity of the split between male/female and total figures as set out in table 6 of her Portfolio Holder Report for the claimants of usual and sought occupation September 2006.

(4) Councillor Mitchelson agreed to circulate a note of the State of the City Meeting, together with details of the number of people, who were not Council Officers or Councillors, who had attended the State of the City debate.

(5) That Councillor Mitchelson circulate a written response to Councillor Atkinson with regards to the objectives for the post holder of the Learning City Manager post, together with further details as to how the Learning City Manager would deliver the strategy and action plan.

(6) Councillor Mrs Prest to provide a written reply to Councillor Reardon in respect of his question relating to the work that is being carried out in the homes of vulnerable people in improving energy efficiency and in particular the criteria which was being used to assess residents classed as vulnerable people.

C.178/06
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S



REPORTS 

(a)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee
Councillor Earp moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 28 September 2006 be received and adopted.

Councillor Earp also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 28 September 2006, together with the Chairman’s Report, be received and adopted.

(b)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community
Councillor Boaden moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 31 August and 18 October 2006 be received and adopted.

Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – The Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 31 August and 18 October 2006, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources

Councillor Stevenson moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 7 September and 19 October 2006 be received and adopted.

Councillor Stevenson also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 7 September and 19 October 2006, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(d)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure
Councillor Allison moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 14 September 2006.  

Councillor Allison also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 14 September 2006, together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.179/06
REGULATORY PANEL
Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 13 September and 18 October 2006.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Regulatory Panel held on 13 September and 18 October 2006 be received and adopted.

C.180/06
LICENSING COMMITTEE
Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Licensing Committee held on 13 September and 18 October 2006.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 13 September and 18 October 2006 be received and adopted.

C.181/06
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE
Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 29 September 2006.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 29 September 2006 be received and adopted.

C.182/06
AUDIT COMMITTEE
In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Lishman seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 25 September 2006 be received and adopted.

Councillor Mrs Fisher moved and Councillor Tweedie seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 28 September 2006 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Audit Committee held on 25 and 28 September 2006 be received and adopted.

C.183/06
NOTICE OF MOTION
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice by Councillor Tweedie.

“(i)
Identity Cards
1.
This Council believes it is a duty of government to take action to reduce crime and the fear of crime, both of which restrict people’s ability to lead full and fulfilling lives.

2.
The Council recognises that a strategy based on crime prevention and community involvement is the most effective way of reducing crime and the fear of crime.

3.
The Council also recognises the desire of the public to see police patrols on “the beat” and the success locally of community policing schemes.

4.
However, this Council is concerned by the recent Identity Cards Act.  Council believes that compulsory ID cards are:

(a)
costly – according to Government estimates, the cost of such a scheme could reach 5.5 billion, with independent commentators predicting costs of as much as five times that estimate.  Carlisle residents will be required to pay an estimated £35 for a stand-alone ID card or £85 for a passport and ID card together;

(b)
unnecessary – there is little evidence to show that they will 
reduce benefit fraud, illegal immigration, terrorism or crime, 
as recent events in Spain and France have shown;


(c)
an affront to civil liberties and


(d)
are likely to have a harmful effect on Police and community 
relations.

5.
Council therefore resolves to:

(1)
make representations at every possible stage, reiterating this Council’s opposition to ID cards;

(2)
take no part in any pilot scheme or feasibility work in relation to the introduction of the national identity cards;

(3)
make it a policy of the Council to ensure that national identity cards would not be required to access Council services or benefits unless specifically called to do so by Act of Parliament;

(4)
only co-operate with the national identity card scheme where to do otherwise would be unlawful;


(5)
mandate the Chief Executive to write to the Home Secretary expressing these views.”

Councillor Reardon seconded the Motion.

Councillor Morton moved and Councillors Mrs Parsons seconded an amendment to the motion of Councillor Tweedie by:

“the deletion of all the words in paragraph 4(c) 


“an affront to civil liberties and” 


and their replacement with 


“would have an effect on civil liberties and”.

By deleting all the words under paragraph 5 and replacing with:

Council therefore resolve to:

(i)
Only co-operate with the national identity card scheme, where to do otherwise would be unlawful.

(ii)
Mandate the Chief Executive to write to the Home Secretary and also request that the city’s MP’s write to the Home Secretary expressing these views on behalf of the citizens of Carlisle.

Following some questions with regards to the wording of the amendment the Mayor agreed under Procedure Rule 13(i)(I)that the meeting should stand adjourned for ten minutes to enable the wording of the amendment to be clarified.

The meeting re-commenced at 9.20 pm.

Councillor Morton clarified the wording of his amendment so as to read as follows:  

“To delete all the words under paragraph 4(c) and replace them with

“Likely to have an effect on civil liberties and”.

To delete all the words under paragraph 5 and replace them with

 “The Council therefore resolves to:

(i)
Only co-operate with the national identity card scheme, where to do otherwise would be unlawful.

(ii)
Mandate the Chief Executive to write to the Home Secretary and also request that the city’s MP’s write to the Home Secretary expressing these views on behalf of the Council.”

Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded Councillor Morton’s amendment.

Council Procedure Rules - Suspension of Standing Orders 

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 9 the Mayor moved and it was agreed that the meeting should continue beyond 9.45 pm to enable the remaining items of business to be considered.

The amendment of Councillor Morton was accepted by the Mover of the Motion and the Motion as amended became the substantive motion.

Following substantial discussion on the substantive motion and voting thereon the substantive motion of Councillor Tweedie as set out below was AGREED.

“1.
This Council believes it is a duty of government to take action to reduce crime and the fear of crime, both of which restrict people’s ability to lead full and fulfilling lives.

2.
The Council recognises that a strategy based on crime prevention and community involvement is the most effective way of reducing crime and the fear of crime.

3.
The Council also recognises the desire of the public to see police patrols on “the beat” and the success locally of community policing schemes.

4.
However, this Council is concerned by the recent Identity Cards Act.  Council believes that compulsory ID cards are:

(a)
costly – according to Government estimates, the cost of such a scheme could reach 5.5 billion, with independent commentators predicting costs of as much as five times that estimate.  Carlisle residents will be required to pay an estimated £35 for a stand-alone ID card or £85 for a passport and ID card together;

(b)
unnecessary – there is little evidence to show that they will reduce benefit fraud, illegal immigration, terrorism or crime, as recent events in Spain and France have shown;


(c)
likely to have an effect on civil liberties and


(d)
are likely to have a harmful effect on Police and community relations.



Council therefore resolves to:


5.
(i)
Only co-operate with the national identity card scheme, where to do otherwise would be unlawful.



(ii)
Mandate the Chief Executive to write to the Home Secretary and also request that the city’s MP’s write to the Home Secretary expressing these views on behalf of the Council.”

(ii)
Post Office Card Account
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice by Councillor Bainbridge.

“This Council is greatly concerned by the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) decision to withdraw the Post Office Card Account, and as such will write to Jim Fitzpatrick MP, the responsible Minister, to express our concerns.

We would also take this opportunity to write to local MP, Eric Martlew, requesting that he belatedly joins the 392 other MPs (including David Maclean) who have signed the Parliamentary Early Day Motion (EDM1531) proposed by Kate Hoey MP for urgent review of these proposals.

The Post Office counter services are vital to many communities both within the city boundaries and in the various rural settlements of this district.  The continued decline in support for Post Offices could seriously put at risk existing community shops as well as dissuading opportunities for villages without a local shop from establishing one”.

Councillor Allison seconded the motion.

Councillor Boaden raised a question on the accuracy of the motion and Councillor Bainbridge agreed to amend his motion by the deletion of the second paragraph.

Councillor Hendry moved and Councillor Stothard seconded an amendment to the motion of Councillor Bainbridge by the addition of the following paragraph :

“In recognising the valuable service provided by Post Offices to communities, this Council welcomes the positive approach demonstrated by the Post Office to continue delivering services in the Yewdale area of the city, if alternative accommodation can be found following the closure of the original office.  We call upon the Executive to explore and evaluate the option to build an extension at Yewdale Community Centre to accommodate a new Post Office, therefore retaining this valuable community service in a location close to other shops and the original office location.”

The amendment of Councillor Hendry was accepted and after some discussion and voting thereon the motion of Councillor Bainbridge, as amended, and as set out below was AGREED :

“This Council is greatly concerned by the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) decision to withdraw the Post Office Card Account and as such will write to Jim Fitzpatrick, MP, the responsible Minister, to express our concerns.

The Post Office counter services are vital to many communities both within the city boundaries and in the various rural settlements of this district.  The continued decline and support for Post Offices could seriously put at risk existing community shops as well as dissuading opportunities for villages without a local shop from establishing one.

In recognising the valuable service provided by Post Offices to communities, this Council welcomes the positive approach demonstrated by the Post Office to continue delivering services in the Yewdale area of the city, if alternative accommodation can be found following the closure of the original office.  We call upon the Executive to explore and evaluate the option to build an extension at Yewdale Community Centre to accommodate a new Post Office, therefore retaining this valuable community service in a location close to other shops and the original office location.”

(iii)
Audible Flood Alarm
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion, which had been submitted on notice by Councillor Tootle.

“The City Council calls upon the Executive to investigate the possibility of the Council putting in place audible alarms or sirens to alert residents in the Caldewgate, Willowholme and Shaddongate areas of the city to be activated when a flood is likely to occur”. 

The motion was seconded by Councillor Allison.

Councillor Boaden moved and Councillor Weber seconded an amendment to the above motion to remove the words from the second and third lines after “residents” and replace with “in all City Council areas, both urban and rural, which could be at risk of serious flooding.  This system would be activated when a flood is likely to occur”.

The amended motion would then read :

“The City Council calls upon the Executive to investigate the possibility of the Council putting in place audible alarms or sirens to alert residents in all City Council areas, both urban and rural which could be at risk of serious flooding.  This system would be activated when a flood is likely to occur.”

Councillor Tootle as the mover of the original motion accepted the amendment of Councillor Boaden and following some discussion and voting  thereon, the motion of Councillor Tootle as amended and as set out above was AGREED.

(iv)
Willowholme/Caldewgate Development Brief
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion, which had been submitted on notice by Councillor Boaden.

“The Council notes the proposed changes to the Carlisle District Local Plan in relation to Willowholme/Caldewgate.  The Council also notes the apparent silence of current Carlisle Renaissance proposals in relation to this important area of the area.

In view of the potential of this area of the city for significant, appropriate and much needed regeneration and development, the Council calls upon the Executive to commission the production of a development brief for Willowholme/Caldewgate as a matter of urgency”.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Ms Martlew.

Councillor Mrs Luckley moved and Councillor Aldersey seconded an amendment to the motion of Councillor Boaden by adding words/changing words so that the amended motion would then read :

“The Council notes the proposed changes to the Carlisle District Local Plan in relation to Willowholme/Caldewgate and also notes the absence of plans for St Nicholas.  The Council also notes the apparent silence of current Carlisle Renaissance proposals in relation to these important areas of the city.

In view of the potential of these areas for significant, appropriate and much needed regeneration and development, the Council calls upon the Executive to commission the production of development briefs for Willowholme, Caldewgate and St Nicholas as a matter of urgency.

Councillor Boaden as the mover of the original motion accepted the amendments as proposed by Councillor Mrs Luckley.  Following discussion and voting thereon the motion of Councillor Boaden as amended and as set out above was AGREED.

C.184/06
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE 



BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i)
EX.231/06 Draft Statement of Gambling Policy
Pursuant to Minute EX.231/06 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the preparation of a Draft Statement of Gambling Policy.  A copy of Report LDS.84/06 together with Minute Extracts were circulated.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Morton seconded the recommendation that the City Council

(a)
approve the Draft Statement of Gambling Policy as set out in Report LDS.84/06 as the Council’s Statement of Gambling Policy pursuant to Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005, and

(b)
designate the Local Safeguarding of Children Board as best able to fulfil the role of advising the authority about the protection of children from harm.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Draft Statement of Gambling Policy as set out in Report LDS.84/06 be approved as the Council’s Statement of Gambling Policy pursuant to Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005.

(2) The Local Safeguarding of Children Board be designated as best able to fulfil the role of advising the authority about the protection of children from harm.

(ii)
EX.233/06 Community Involvement
Pursuant to Minute EX.233/06 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the preparation of a Statement of Community Involvement.  A copy of report DS.87/06 and Minute Extracts were circulated.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the recommendation that the draft Statement of Community Involvement as set out in report DS.87/06 be approved for public consultation.

RESOLVED – That the draft Statement of Community Involvement as set out in report DS.87/06 be approved for public consultation.

(iii)
Concessionary Fares Scheme
Pursuant to Minutes EX.204/06 and EX.249/06 consideration was given to a recommendation regarding the continuation of the Concessionary Fares Scheme.  A copy of report CORP.57/06 and Minute Extracts were circulated.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the recommendation that the current Concessionary Fares Scheme be continued for the remainder of 2006/07 and that the City Council note that it is estimated that the continuation of the scheme would lead to a deficit in budget provision in the region of £75,000 - £100,000 which would need to be addressed later in 2006/07.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Council’s current Concessionary Fares Scheme be continued for the remainder of 2006/07.

(2) That it be noted that this is likely to lead to a deficit in budget provision in the range of £75,000 - £100,000 which would need to be addressed later in 2006/07.

C.185/06
COMMUNICATIONS
There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the Council.

C.186/06
URGENT ITEM

The Mayor indicated that he had agreed to include a further urgent item on the agenda for the meeting to enable the City Council to consider the preparation of a response to the Local Government White Paper on Strong and Prosperous Communities.

C.187/06
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION IN RESPONSE



TO THE WHITE PAPER “STRONG AND PROSPEROUS 

COMMUNITIES”

A copy of a report prepared by the Town Clerk and Chief Executive on Local Government Reorganisation in Response to the White Paper “Strong and Prosperous Communities” had been circulated.  The report advised Council that the White Paper had been accompanied by an invitation to two-tier councils in England to submit proposals for future unitary structures or new two-tier models.  Any proposals would need to be submitted on or before 25 January 2007.  

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded a recommendation:-

“1.
That the Council approves a supplementary estimate of up to £100,000.  This money is to be earmarked for the purpose of exploring appropriate response and possible submission to the Government’s White Paper “Strong and Prosperous Communities”.

2.
The release of the funding is delegated to the Town Clerk and Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the Council.

3.
The expenditure will be reported to the Executive and subject to the usual monitoring procedures by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee.”

Following circulation of the recommendation, Councillor Boaden requested pursuant to Procedure 13(i)(l) that there should be an adjournment to enable the recommendation to be considered. 

The Council then adjourned.

The Council returned and the meeting resumed at 11.05 pm.

Councillor Boaden moved and Councillor Weber seconded an amendment to the recommendation of Councillor Mitchelson.  The amended recommendation to read:

“1.
That the Council approves a supplementary estimate of up to £100,000.  This money is to be earmarked for the purpose of developing a submission in response to the Government’s invitation for proposals of future unitary structures and new two‑tier models.  

2.
The release of the funding is delegated to the Town Clerk and Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the Council and other Group Leaders.

3.
The expenditure will be reported to the Executive and subject to the usual monitoring procedures by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee.”

Following notice of the amendment, Councillor Mitchelson requested pursuant to Procedure Rule 13(i)(l) that there should be an adjournment to enable the amendment to be considered.

The Council then adjourned.

The Council returned and the meeting resumed at 11.15 pm.

The Leader as mover of the original recommendation accepted part of the amendment with regards to the release of funding being delegated to the Town Clerk and Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the Council and other Group Leaders.

Following substantial discussion on the amendment and voting thereon the amendment of Councillor Boaden as set out above was not agreed.  

Following further voting the motion of Councillor Mitchelson as amended and set out below was AGREED.

“1.
That the Council approves a supplementary estimate of up to £100,000.  This money is to be earmarked for the purpose of exploring appropriate response and possible submission to the Government’s White Paper ‘Strong and Prosperous Communities’. 

2.
The release of the funding is delegated to the Town Clerk and Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the Council and other Group Leaders.

3.
The expenditure will be reported to the Executive and subject to the usual monitoring procedures by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee.”

(The meeting ended at 11.31 pm)
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