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EX.241/09
COMMUNITY SUPPORT REVIEW


(Key Decision)


(With the consent of the Chairman, and in accordance with Rule 15 of the Access to Information Procedure Rules, this item has been included on the Agenda as a key decision, although not in the Forward Plan)

Portfolio
Health and Community Development

Subject Matter
Pursuant to Minute COSP.34/09, consideration was given to report CS.43/09 outlining the findings from Members' Working Group discussions with Community Centre Management Committees on the recommendations from the independent review of Community Support Services conducted by Solace.

The Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel had, on 14 October 2009, considered the report and resolved -

"(1)
That the Executive look at all the information and recommendations in the Solace report and make a decision on how they wish to proceed taking into account the important role of Community Services in progressing many of the Council's and the Government's key programmes.  The Panel's views on the recommendations in the Solace report should also be taken into account and were detailed in the Minutes of the meeting held on 6 November 2008.

(2)
The Panel recognises that the need to reduce spending comes at a time when there is growing importance of the processes of community empowerment and engagement, not only in achieving relevant outputs for citizens, but in the future of preserving local democracy itself and hopes that the Executive will be mindful of this when considering the funding and support for Community Centres.

(3)
The Panel is concerned that some Community Centres are extremely vulnerable to reductions in funding and, as such, that the Executive ensures that full impact assessments are carried out for all budget cuts made to Community Centres.

(4)
If requested, the Panel is happy to assist the Executive further with the policy development elements of the Community Support Review but does not consider its role to include the specifics of determining where funding cuts should be made."

The Chairman of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel, and Members of the Working Group were present at the meeting.  Members expressed their thanks to representatives from the Centres' Management Committees for their hospitality and frank guidance provided.  They then outlined the conclusions reached by the Working Group as detailed within Minute COSP.34/09.  The Working Group did not, however, consider that decisions around the issues of savings/costings lay within their remit.

In response, the Health and Community Development Portfolio Holder thanked the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel, and Members of the Working Group for work undertaken.  Consideration of the matter had commenced in November 2008 and note had already been taken of the recommendations made by Overview and Scrutiny at that time.  The work undertaken by the Member Working Group and Overview and Scrutiny Panel would add positively to and inform the Council's Action Plan, and the Portfolio Holder welcomed the Panel's offer to assist the Executive further with policy development elements of the Community Support Review.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the scrutiny and observations of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel (and Member Working Group) with regard to the Community Support Review be welcomed, together with their offer to assist the Executive further with the policy development elements of the Community Support Review.

2.
That the Panel be informed that the work undertaken would positively inform the Action Plan emanating from the Review.

Reasons for Decision
To consider and respond to a reference from the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel.







