OFFICER DECISIONS

Below is a list of decisions taken by Officers which they have classed as significant:-

REF: OD.014/05
NVQ LEVEL 5 – STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT
Decision of
The Head of Member Support and Employee Services

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter


To authorise Councillors Bradley, Glover and Hendry to attend a NVQ Level 5 Course on Strategic Management.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

That Councillors Bradley, Glover and Hendry attend a NVQ Level 5 Course on Strategic Management.

Reason for Decision

Appropriate Event for elected Members.

Sufficient funding in 2004/05 Labour Group devolved budget.

Date Decision Made

1 April 2005

REF: OD.015/05
MORTGAGE INTEREST RATE

Decision of
Head of Finance

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter


In accordance with the provisions of the Housing Act 1985, to declare the local mortgage interest rate for the period 1 April 2005 to 30 September 2005.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That, in accordance with Schedule 2, paragraph 5.2.14 of the Council's Scheme of Delegation, a local interest rate for the period 1 April 2005 to 30 September 2005 be declared at 9.01%.

2.  That, as the National Rate is lower than the present Local Rate, in order to comply with the Housing Act 1985, new and existing borrowers be charged the local rate of 9.01% from 1 April 2005.

Reason for Decision

Under the provisions of Section 438 of the Housing Act, 1985, the City Council is obliged to charge on its mortgages the higher of its local interest rate or the National rate as prescribed by Secretary of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions.  It is also obliged to declare twice a year its local interest rate.

The local interest rate is fixed for a period of six months.  The previous rate of 9.01% expired on 31 March 2005 and a new rate is required for the period 1 April 2005 - 30 September 2005.

The local interest rate is calculated as the cost of a local authority's borrowing plus 1/4%.  The average cost of the City Council's external borrowings in the period April 2005 - September 2005 is estimated at 8.76%.  Therefore the local rate of interest would be 9.01% for this period.

The Secretary of State declared that with effect from 1 October 2004, the National Rate of interest was increased to 6.28% from 5.19%.  Thus this rate remains below the City Council's own local rate of interest.

Date Decision Made

7 April 2005

REF: OD.016/05
 I&DeA LEADERSHIP ACADAMY GRADUATE SCHOOL
Decision of
The Head of Member Support and Employee Services

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter


To authorise Councillor Guest to attend the I&DeA Leadership Acadamy Graduate School on 3 and 4 August 2005.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

That Councillor Guest be authorised to attend the I&DeA Leadership Acadamy Graduate School on 3 and 4 August 2005.

Reason for Decision

Appropriate event for elected Member - sufficient Liberal Democrat Budget to accommodate.

Date Decision Made

19 April 2005

REF: OD.017/05
ACE COUNTY WIDE MEMBERS' EVENT
Decision of
The Head of Member Support and Employee Services

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter


To authorise Councillor Tootle to attend an ACE County Wide Members' Event on 23 May 2005.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

That Councillor Tootle be authorised to attend the ACE County Wide Members' Event on 23 May 2005.

Reason for Decision

Appropriate event for elected Member - sufficient budget to accommodate.

Date Decision Made

19 April 2005

REF: OD.018/05
ATTENDANCE ON TRAINING COURSE - ACE CHANGING CUMBRIA

Decision of
The Head of Member Support and Employee Services

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter


To authorise certain Councillors to attend a training course - ACE Changing Cumbria to be held on 21 May 2005.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

That Councillors Earp, Morton, Joscelyne, Parsons, Mallinson and Prest be authorised to attend a training course, ACE Chaning Cumbria on 21 May 2005.

Reason for Decision

Appropriate event for elected Members - no budget requirement.

Date Decision Made

26 April 2005

REF: OD.019/05
BUILDING CONTROL CHARGES

Decision of
The Head of Planning Services

Portfolio
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter


To consider the level of charges for Building Control Services to apply from 1 April 2005.

Summary of Options Rejected

No increase which could result in a further loss in 2005/06.

Increase Schedule 3 charges by 7% - considered that may increase income above that required.

DECISION

That the Schedule 1 and 2 Building Control Charges for 2005/06 be increased by 7%.

Reason for Decision

During 2004/05 the Building Control Service made an operational loss for the first time of approximately £20,000.  The Building Control Service is required to be self financing over a three year rolling period.  It was, therefore, considered necessary to increase the fees in Schedules 1 and 2 and make no changes to Schedule 3 in order for increased costs arising from the introduction of Part P (Electrical).

Under Paragraph 8.2.7 of the Leader's Scheme of Delegation, the Head of Planning Services has delegated powers to vary the agreed Scheme of Charges by plus or minus 10% should this be necessary to maintain cost recovery and income levels.

Date Decision Made

30 March 2005

REF: OD.020/05
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION
Decision of
The Head of Member Support and Employee Services

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter


To authorise Councillors Mitchelson and Firth to attend the Local Government Association Annual Conference and Exhibition "Improving Life in Local Communities"  to be held in Harrogate on 5 - 8 July 2005.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

That Councillors Mitchelson and Firth attend the Local Government Association Annual Conference and Exhibition "Improving Life in Local Communities" to be held in Harrogate on 5 - 8 July 2005.

Reason for Decision

Appropriate event for elected Member - sufficient funding within Executive devolved budget to accommodate.

Date Decision Made

11 May 2005

REF: OD.021/05
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNCILLORS LICENSING COURSE
Decision of
The Head of Member Support and Employee Services

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter


To authorise Councillor Parsons to attend the National Association of Councillors Licensing Conference to be held in Birmingham on 10-12 June 2005.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

That Councillor Parsons attend the National Association of Councillors Licensing Conference to be held in Birmingham on 10-12 June 2005.

Reason for Decision

Appropriate event for elected Members - sufficient budget within Conservative devolved budget to accommodate.

Date Decision Made

11 May 2005

REF: OD.022/05
BUILDING CONTROL CHARGES
Decision of
The Head of Planning Services

Portfolio
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter


To consider an increase in the Schedule 3 of the Building Control Charges for 2005/06.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

That Schedule 3 of the Building Control Charges for 2005/06 be increased by 10% with effect from 1 June 2005.

Reason for Decision

During 2004/05, the Building Control Service made an operational loss for the first time of approximately £20,000.  The Building Control Service is required to be self financing over a three year rolling period.  It was, therefore, considered necessary to increase the fees in Schedules 1 and 2 from 1 April 2005.  At that time it was not considered necessary to make any changes to Schedule 3.  Further investigation of the projected income and expenditure for 2005/06 has indicated a need to increase Schedule 3 Charges by 10% to ensure that the Building Control Service is self financing.

Under Paragraph 8.2.7 of the Constitution, the Head of Planning Services has delegated powers to vary the agreed Scheme of Charges by plus or minus 10% should this be necessary to maintain cost recovery and income levels.

Date Decision Made

19 May 2005
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