
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 30 JULY 2007


EX.177/07
A PLAY POLICY AND STRATEGY FOR CARLISLE (Key Decision)

Portfolio – Community Engagement

Subject Matter - The Director of Community Services submitted report CS.53/07 presenting a draft of the proposed Play Policy and Strategy for Carlisle. 

The Director reminded Members that the Council had been invited to submit a bid to the Big Lottery Fund for projects which would enhance children's play provision in the area.  Each district had been allocated a maximum grant for which to apply based on a variety of social indicators and Carlisle had been offered up to £220,000, which there was no requirement to match fund.  In order to obtain the grant, a bid would have to be prepared and submitted before 10 September 2007 and one of the criteria for bids was that the Council must have in place a Play Policy, a Play Strategy and a local play partnership.

The Executive on 2 July 2007 (EX.160/07) had agreed the draft Play Policy and Play Strategy as the basis for consultation with Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

The Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 19 July 2007 had considered the report and a Minute Excerpt from that meeting was submitted.  The Chairman of that Committee attended the meeting and commented that she welcomed the innovative and exciting Play Trail proposal from Bitts Park to the Railway Station and suggested that it could be developed further afield to areas of deprivation.  The Committee had welcomed the draft Policy and Strategy and requested a further report to the October meeting with more details of the bid, job descriptions for the Play Rangers and a complete action plan.

In response to a question, the Head of Culture and Community Services stated that he thought the Policy and Strategy had been rural proofed, but he would have to check.

The Community Engagement Portfolio Holder welcomed the draft Policy and Strategy, which covered all aspects of Play.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

1.  That the Executive recommends to the full City Council the adoption of the Play Policy and Strategy, whilst noting that whilst the Policy is a finished article, the Action Plan and the Strategy remains a "work in progress" and some detail regarding milestones and performance measures would evolve over coming months.

2.  That the Executive approves, in consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Community Engagement and the Member Champion for Children and Young People, the preparation and submission of a bid to the Big Lottery Fund along the lines outlined in Section 4 of Report CS.53/07.

Reasons for Decision - The Policy and Strategy are required as part of a proposed bid to the Big Lottery Fund which has a deadline date of 10 September 2007.

In order to meet that deadline, the bid would need to be prepared for distribution and agreement by all the Play Partnership members by the middle of August and consequently, there would be little time for further discussion and amendment following the meeting at the end of July if approval, even conditional, was not granted.
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