LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

WEDNESDAY 20 OCTOBER 2004 AT 2.00 PM

PRESENT:
Councillors Morton (Chairman), Boaden, Bloxham, C Bowman, Fisher (substitute for Councillor Prest), N Farmer, Parsons, Scarborough, Styth (substitute for Councillor Atkinson), Stockdale, Tootle,  and Wilson

LRP.83/04
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Atkinson and Prest.

LRP.84/04
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest on any items.

LRP.85/04
LICENSING CHARGING REVIEW 2005/06
The Licensing Manager submitted Report EP.56/04 setting out the proposed fees and charges of the Licensing Section of the Environmental Protection Services Business Unit.  The report had been prepared in accordance with the principles approved under the Council’s Corporate Charging Policy.

In response to Members questions the Licensing Manager reported that there would be a new system, covering new applications and existing licence holders, for the production of Private Hire and Hackney Carriage plates, which includes the details of the vehicle being printed onto the plate.  This new system would cause an increase of 1% to the cost of the applications beginning on 1 February 2005.  

The Licensing Manager also gave general advice as to the impact of the new Licensing Act 2003 on the licence fee structure currently operated by the Council.  It would have an effect, but it was not possible to ascertain what this would be until such time as the new licence fee regime was published.  This is to be determined by the Government.

RESOLVED – That the charges set out in Appendix A of report EP.56/04 be approved with effect from 1 February 2005.

LRP.86/04
VEHICLE CONDITION REGARDING WINDOW TINTS TO BE ATTACHED TO HACKNEY/PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE LICENCES

The Licensing Officer submitted report EPS.66/04 regarding an application to vary the Council’s specification conditions for Hackney Carriages/Private Hire vehicles which precluded those vehicles which had rear windows with excessively dark tints.

A taxi with window tints was available for inspection before the meeting.

The Licensing Officer reported that the Road Vehicles (Construction and Use) Regulations 1986 stated that the maximum window tint for the front passenger side window and the driver’s side window must allow 70% of light to filter through and that the front wind-screen must allow 75% of light to filter through.  The rear passenger windows of the vehicle are not covered by the legislation.  

He stated that as there was no legislation it is the responsibility of the Council to set a maximum level of tint to ensure the safety of passengers and drivers.  He reported that the Licensing Office had conducted an investigation and as a result it was recommended that the light transmitted through the rear windows must not be less that 32% (+ or – 2% to comply with the limitations of the test equipment).

RESOLVED – That the application be granted and a tint maximum be set at a level which allowed no less than 32% (+ or – 2%) of light to filter through the rear windows (side and rear screen) of private hire and hackney carriage vehicles licensed by the Council.

LRP.87/04
REVISED DRAFT LICENSING POLICY

(a) Licensing Policy Working Group Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Policy Working Group held on 11 October 2004 were submitted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes, attached at Appendix A, be noted.

(b) Draft Licensing Policy

The revised Draft Licensing Policy was submitted.

In response to a Members question the Licensing Manager stated that the reference to applicants being required to produce a Criminal Records Bureau certificate on page 10, paragraph 3.5 of the Policy is still being looked at.  He stated that the guidance says “recent” certificates are required and that he was awaiting to hear what the term meant.  He agreed that, unless a more specific period was advised, at the least recent would be added to the said paragraph in the Policy.

RESOLVED – That the Policy be agreed.

 (The meeting ended at 2.19pm)

