CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 1 MAY 2007 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Farmer), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (C), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Hendry, Im Thurn, Knapton, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Reardon, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Tweedie, Warwick, Watson, Weber and Weedall

C.75/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Graham, Jefferson and Wilson.

C.76/07
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 6 and 27 March 2007 were received and signed by the Mayor as a true record.

C.77/07
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Weber declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to the Carlisle Renaissance Development Framework and Movement Strategy.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his membership of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Glover declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to Old Peoples Care Homes.  He indicated that his interest was as an employee of Cumbria County Council.

Councillors Mrs Bradley, Watson, Glendinning and McDevitt declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to the items of business relating to Orton Lea Respite Centre, Old Peoples Care Homes and the transfer of City Council land for the Carlisle Northern Development Route.  They indicated that their interests were as Members of the Cumbria County Council.  

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of relating to the Warwick Road Post Office.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment.

Councillors Mrs Luckley, Collier, Mallinson and Toole declared a personal interest in any items of business relating to the Cumbria County Council.  They indicated that their interests were as Members of the Cumbria County Council.  

Councillor Mrs Geddes declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to Carlisle Renaissance.  She indicated that her interest was in respect of her Directorship of St Martin’s College.

Councillor Morton declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in items of business relating to Belah Community Centre.  He indicated that his interest was as a representative on the Belah Community Centre Management Committee.

Councillor Morton declared personal interests in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in items of business relating to the Sports Council and Sports Match.  He indicated that his interests were as a member of Carlisle Rugby Club.

Councillor Allison declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to the Carlisle District Local Plan.  He indicated that his interest was as a registered objector to the plan.

Councillor Mrs Fisher declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any references to the Belah Community Centre.  She indicated that her interest was as a representative on the Management Committee of the Belah Community Centre.

C.78/07
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor

The Mayor welcomed Ms Lucy Teasdale who had been elected as the young Mayor to the City and was attending her first meeting of the City Council.

(b) Leader of the Council

There were no announcements from the Leader of the City Council.

(c) Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

(e) Retiring Councillors

The Mayor reported that Councillors Aldersey, Toole, Dodd, Bowman, Im Thurn and Jefferson would not be standing for re-election in the forthcoming elections.  

Councillor Allison paid tribute to the work of Councillors Aldersey, Jefferson and Dodd.  

Councillor Boaden paid tribute to all the Members who were retiring for their service to residents in the city.

Councillor Mitchelson paid tribute to the work which the retiring Members had carried out on behalf of the Council and the varying lengths of service which those Members had served on the Council.

Councillor Bloxham also paid tribute to all the Members who were standing down but paid particular tribute to Councillor Jefferson.  

The Mayor also expressed his thanks to all the retiring Councillors for their work on behalf of the Council.

Councillors Dodd, Aldersey and Toole responded.

C.79/07
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a question submitted on behalf of the Save Our Streets campaign.  Mr S Osman asked the following question: 


“We, the Save our Streets campaign, have handed to the Executive, our alternative to the City Council’s plans for Rickergate with respect to Renaissance.  It is entitled “SOS Renaissance Intervention Option 3”.  It is now to go through due democratic process and be assessed by Officers and Councillors alike.


Can the Leader give us his assurance that the vote taken tonight on the DFMS draft policy document will not prejudice the process our alternative plan is to go through?


In addition, we would request that a caveat be inserted into the DFMS policy document at paragraph 3.63, to give provision that in the event of our Option 3 gaining support from full Council a statement can be added to the DFMS policy document subsequent to tonight’s vote, that “the houses in Warwick Street (excluding number 9), in addition to those in Peter Street and Corporation Road, will be retained”.

The Leader responded to the question and gave an assurance that the DFMS policy statement would not prejudice the process that the SOS Renaissance Intervention Option 3 proposal was to go through.  The Leader also reported that a workshop session with City Council Officers had been offered to the Save Our Streets campaign to discuss the proposals in their SOS Renaissance Intervention Option 3 proposal.  The Leader suggested that Members might note the request which could form part of the debate later in the meeting.

C.80/07
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no petitions or deputations had been received from members of the public.

C.81/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a question submitted on notice by Councillor Reardon.  Councillor Reardon asked the following question:


“Would the Leader of the Council provide an update on the current situation with Carlisle Airport and the City Council’s position on this issue?”

The Leader of the City Council updated Members on discussions which had been held with the Agents for WA Developments with regards to the Airport and commented on progress with regard to the submission of a planning application for the Airport.  Councillor Reardon asked a supplementary question “that if given the Council’s desire to reduce carbon emissions and the recent signature on behalf of the Council of the Nottingham Declaration, how could the City Council support the expansion of Carlisle Airport particularly in view of the recommendations of the recent Stern Report?”

Councillor Mitchelson responded that the City Council had a duty to determine any planning application which was submitted.  The Airport was also seen as an important part of the development of the whole region and he questioned whether Councillor Reardon, on behalf of the Labour Group, was saying that the Labour Group did not support the development of the Airport.

C.82/07
EXECUTIVE

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 19 and 26 March 2007.

Councillor Mrs Prest commented that the relevant Portfolio Holders indicated under Minute EX.42/07 should be amended so as to read “Learning and Development” and EX.63/07 so as to read “Leisure Culture and Heritage”.

Members of the City Council asked a number of questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes and it was:

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 19 and 26 March 2007 be received and adopted subject to the amendments of the relevant Portfolio Holders under EX.042/07 and EX.063/07 as set out above.

C.83/07
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:


Leisure Culture and Heritage


Learning and Development


Finance and Performance


Economic Development and Enterprise


Promoting Carlisle


Sustainable Communities


Environment and Infrastructure.

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on details of their report and it was:

RESOLVED – (1)
That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That Councillor Mrs Prest provide a written reply to the question from Councillor Boaden regarding the arrangements to inform Landlords and Tenants of new laws about tenants deposits.

C.84/07
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORTS

(a) Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee

Councillor Earp presented his Chairman’s report of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee.

RESOLVED – That the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(b) Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Boaden moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 29 March 2007 be received and adopted.  Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s report:

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 29 March 2007 together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(c) Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Councillor Stevenson moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 22 February and 12 April 2007.  Councillor Stevenson also presented his Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 22 February and 12 April 2007 together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(d) Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure

Councillor Allison moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 8 March and 5 April 2007.  Councillor Allison also presented his Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 8 March and 5 April 2007 together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(2) That Councillor Allison provide a written answer to the question raised by Councillor Tweedie with regards to the targets for the provision of affordable housing in the Carlisle District Local Plan and any actions to remedy the situation.

C.85/07
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Annual Report

Councillor Earp presented the Annual Rport on the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny function for 2006/07 and drew attention to the work undertaken by the Overview and Scrutiny Committees under their various functional headings.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

C.86/07
Regulatory Panel

Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 28 February 2007.  Councillor Morton moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Regulatory Panel held on 4 April 2007 and it was seconded.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Regulatory Panel held on 28 February and 4 April 2007 be received and adopted.

C.87/07
LICENSING COMMITTEE

Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 28 February 2007.  Councillor Morton moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 4 April 2007 and they were seconded.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 28 February and 4 April 2007 be received and adopted.

C.88/07
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 7, 9 and 16 March 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 7, 9 and 16 March 2007 be received and adopted.

C.89/07
APPEALS PANELS

Councillor Weedall moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Appeals Panel held on 16 February and 5 April 2007.  The Minutes were seconded.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Appeals Panels held on 16 February and 5 April 2007 be received and adopted.

C.90/07
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Councillor Mrs Bradley moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 22 March 2007.  The Minutes were seconded.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 22 March 2007 be received and adopted.

C.91/07
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Dodd moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Standards Committee held on 21 February and 11 April 2007.  The Minutes were seconded.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Standards Committee held on 21 February and 11 April 2007 be received and adopted.

C.92/07
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor Mitchelson left the meeting during the consideration of the following item of business.

C.93/07
NOTICE OF MOTION

(i) Warwick Road Post Office

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice by Councillor Bainbridge:


“Carlisle City Council is extremely concerned with the proposal to close the Warwick Road Main Post Office which is Carlisle’s biggest, purpose built facility.


This Council considers that the closure of our Crown Post Office is a further example of the ongoing deterioration of postal services to Carlisle residents both urban and rural as a result of this Labour Government’s short sighted policies.”

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Stevenson.  

Councillor Watson moved an amendment to remove all the words after “rural” on the third line of the second paragraph and replace with new paragraphs 3 and 4 so that the amended Motion would now read:


“Carlisle City Council is extremely concerned with the proposal to close the Warwick Road Main Post Office, which is Carlisle’s biggest, purpose built facility.


This Council considers that the closure of our Crown Post Office, is a further example of the ongoing deterioration of postal services to Carlisle residents, both urban and rural.


This Council calls upon the Executive to enter into immediate discussions with Local Area Managers of the Post Office to seek assurances about the maintenance of the jobs of those currently employed at Warwick Road Post Office and about the quality and type of service it is proposed to offer from W H Smith premises, given concerns about the size and current layout of the shop.


Finally the Executive is asked to support calls for Listed status to be applied to the building on Warwick Road so that all options for its possible future use can be explored in detail”.

Following substantial discussions and voting thereon the amendment of Councillor Watson as set out above was AGREED following further voting thereon the substantive motion of Councillor Watson as set out above was AGREED.

Councillor Mitchelson then returned to the Chamber.

(ii) Patio Heaters

Councillor Tweedie gave notice that he wished to withdraw the Motion which he had submitted regarding Patio Heaters and would look to bring a re-worded Motion to a future meeting of the City Council.

(iii) Rickergate

The Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Tootle in accordance with Procedure Rule 12.


“We are informed by the Save Our Streets Group, that they have prepared a proposal for the Rickergate area, and that this has been submitted to the City Council.  We urge that this be given the fullest consideration through the democratic process involving the elected Councillors.”

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Luckley.

The Motion of Councillor Tootle as set out above was AGREED.

(iv) Orton Lea Respite Centre

The Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Motion submitted on Notice by Councillor Hendry:


“This Council notes with dismay the plans of the Cumbria Primary Care Trust and Cumbria County Council to close the Orton Lea Respite Centre.


It recognises the vital service provided by this facility to families, carers and children with profound and severe learning difficulties.


The Council further notes that a local organisation, MENCAP, have expressed a willingness to consider taking over the operation of the Centre and therefore calls upon the PCT to postpone all plans to close the Respite facility pending the outcome of those discussions.


It also calls upon the Executive to consider all ways that Carlisle City Council can help to ensure the continuation of this facility and consider an early report on this matter in the new civic year”.

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Styth.

Councillor Bloxham moved an amendment to the Motion of Councillor Hendry to the effect that the last paragraph be deleted and replaced with:

“It also calls upon the Executive to write to Cumbria County Council and the PCT urging that the Centre should not be closed until all other viable options for its continued operation are fully considered”.

Councillor Hendry as mover of the Motion accepted the amendment of Councillor Bloxham and it was:

RESOLVED – That the Motion of Councillor Hendry as amended by Councillor Bloxham and as set out below be AGREED:


“This Council notes with dismay the plans of the Cumbria Primary Care Trust and Cumbria County Council to close the Orton Lea Respite Centre.


It recognises the vital service provided by this facility to families, carers and children with profound and severe learning difficulties.


The Council further notes that a local organisation, MENCAP, have expressed a willingness to consider taking over the operation of the Centre and therefore calls upon the PCT to postpone all plans to close the Respite facility pending the outcome of those discussions.


It also calls upon the Executive to write to Cumbria County Council and the PCT urging that the Centre should not be closed until all other viable options for its continued operation are fully considered”.

(v)
Suspension of Council Procedure Rule

Pursuant to Council Procedure Rule 9 the Mayor moved and it was AGREED that the meeting should continue beyond 9.45 pm to enable the remaining items of business to be considered.

(vi) Old Peoples Care Homes

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Deputy Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Motion submitted on notice by Councillor Mrs Styth:


“This Council condemns the Conservative and Liberal Democrat Leadership of Cumbria County Council for their secrecy surrounding the proposals to close Old Peoples Care Homes in Carlisle District.


This Council notes with grave concern that this latest proposal seems to be part of a concerted attack by Conservative/Liberal Democrat led Cumbria County Council on services for the elderly and vulnerable.  It can be placed alongside the massive rises in charges for Meals on Wheels Service, cutting that service for some people, and significant rises in home care charges and the introduction of day care charges.


Therefore the Council calls upon the Executive to convene a meeting with their Leadership colleagues on Cumbria County Council to convey the City Council’s disgust at these attacks on the elderly and vulnerable and consider ways of ensuring that the Old Peoples Homes in Carlisle District are kept open”.

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Martlew.

Following substantial discussion and voting thereon the Motion of Councillor Mrs Styth as set out above was AGREED.

C.94/07
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO



THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i)
EX.066/07
Transfer of City Council Land for the Carlisle Northern




Development Route

Pursuant to Minute EX.066/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive with regard to the transfer of City Council land for the Carlisle Northern Development Route.  A copy of Report DS.44/07 and Minute Excerpt was circulated.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded that:


“The City Council accede to the County Council’s request to transfer City Council land for the Carlisle Northern Development Route and refer its intention to the Secretary of State, subject to any disposal being conditional on the City Council first being satisfied that the Carlisle Northern Development Route will proceed to be constructed and the land in question will be required to facilitate this construction.


That Officers write to the Chief Executive of the County Council advising him of this intention and welcoming his assurance that the County Council will be as supportive as possible in the potential use of its assets in future to further the aspirations of Carlisle Renaissance.”

RESOLVED – (1)
That the City Council accede to the County Council’s request to transfer City Council land for the Carlisle Northern Development Route and refer its intention to the Secretary of State subject to any disposal being conditional on the City Council first being satisfied that the Carlisle Northern Development Route would proceed to be constructed and the land in question will be required to facilitate this construction.

(2) 
That Officers write to the Chief Executive of the County Council advising him of this intention and welcoming his assurance that the County Council will be as supportive as possible in the potential use of its assets in future to further the aspirations of Carlisle Renaissance.

(ii)
EX.086/07 - Carlisle Renaissance Development Framework and Movement Strategy – Policy Statement

Pursuant to Minute EX.086/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the adoption by the City Council of the City Centre Development Framework and City Wide Movement Strategy Policy Statement.  

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded that:


“The City Council approve the City Centre Development Framework and City Wide Movement Strategy Policy Statement.  


That the City Council agree in principle to establish a form of regeneration company to manage the delivery of Carlisle Renaissance”.

A copy of Report CE.24/07, a copy of the City Centre Development Framework and City Wide Movement Strategy Policy Statement and Minute Excerpt were circulated.

Councillor Boaden moved and Councillor Glover seconded that the Policy document be referred back to the Executive to review the Development Framework and Movement Strategy Policy Statement in the light of different options which had now been submitted and concerns regarding Highway implications which had been raised and also to enable the Executive to give further consideration to the proposal to form a Regeneration Company to manage the delivery of Carlisle Renaissance.  Councillor Boaden’s motion was seconded by Councillor Glover.

At the request of Councillor Allison the Mayor agreed to a 5 minute recess to enable consideration to be given to Councillor Boaden’s motion to refer the item back to the Executive.

The meeting then resumed at 10.30 pm.

Following further discussion and voting thereon the amendment of Councillor Boaden was lost.  Following further voting thereon the motion of Councillor Mitchelson that the City Council approve the City Centre Development Framework and City Wide Movement Strategy Policy Statement as circulated and that the Council agrees in principle to establish a form of a Regeneration Company to manage the delivery of Carlisle Renaissance was AGREED.

(iii)
EX.088/07- Carlisle District Local Plan

Pursuant to Minute EX.088/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive with regard to the Council’s position on the Local Plan and outstanding issues to be considered.  A copy of Reports DS.43/07, DS.39/07 and Minute Excerpts were circulated.  

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the City Council confirm the Council’s position in relation to all representations received on the Local Plan as set out in Report DS.43/07.

Councillor Boaden on behalf of Councillors serving the Botcherby, Currock, Harraby and Upperby Wards recorded that those Councillors were maintaining their objection to policy ECO1 in respect of re-generation.  Councillor Bloxham added that the objection had not been included within the revised version of the Plan and he asked the Council to note that the objections would be considered by the Planning Inspector in due course.

RESOLVED – That the Council’s position in relation to all representations received in the Local Plan as set out in report DS.43/07 be endorsed.

(iv)
EX.089/07 - Gender Equality Scheme

Pursuant to Minute EX.089/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive with regard to the Gender Equality Scheme and implementation plan.  A copy of Report PPP.37/07 and Minute Excerpts were circulated.

Councillor Mrs Geddes moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that the final draft Gender Equality Scheme and implementation plan, as included in Report PPP.37/07, be approved for adoption.

(v) EX.090/07 - Unreasonable and Unreasonably Persistent Complaints Policy

Pursuant to Minute EX.090/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the Persistent Complaints Policy.  A copy of Report PPP.38/07 and Minute Extracts were circulated.  

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was AGREED that the Unreasonable and Unreasonably Persistent Complaints Policy, as set out in Report PPP.38/07 and which had been amended to include the recommendations of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee be adopted.

(vi)
EX.093/07 - Carlisle Sustainable Community Plan 2007 - 2017

Pursuant to Minute EX.093/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the adoption of the Carlisle Sustainable Community Plan 2007 – 2017.  A copy of Report PPP.39/07 and Minute Extracts were circulated.  

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was AGREED that the final draft of the Carlisle Sustainable Community Plan 2007 – 2017 A Community Plan for Carlisle be approved and adopted.

(vii)
EX.105/07 - Amended Members Role Descriptor

Pursuant to Minute EX.105/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding amendments to the Members Role Descriptor.  A copy of Report PPP.40/07 and Minute Excerpts were circulated.  Councillor Mrs Geddes moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED:

That the updated version of the Committee Chairman Role Descriptor, as set out in Report PPP.35/07 be approved and included within the Members Learning and Development Framework in the Council’s Constitution as a replacement for that existing currently for Committee Chairman.

(viii) EX.107/07 - Annual Audit and Inspection Letter 2006/07

Pursuant to Minute EX.107/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive with regard to consideration of the Council’s Annual Audit and Inspection Letter 2006/07.  A copy of Report CORP.12/07 and Excerpts from the Minutes of the meeting of the Audit Committee and the Executive were circulated.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and it was seconded and AGREED that the Annual Audit and Inspection Letter and the actions to be taken to address the improvements required be welcomed and that the Annual Audit and Inspection Letter be noted.

C.95/07
AUDIT COMMITTEE – STRATEGIC AUDIT PLAN AND AUDIT 



PLAN FOR 2007/08

Pursuant to Minute AUC.24/07 consideration was given to a reference from the Audit Committee with regard to the approval of the Audit Risk Assessment.  A copy of Report CORP.04./07(a) and Minute Excerpt were circulated.

It was moved by Councillor Mrs Mallinson seconded and AGREED that the revised Audit Risk Assessment (Strategic Risk Based Plan) attached at Appendix A to Report CORP.04/07(a) be approved.

C.96/07
Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules – Call In and Urgency

(i) Decisions taken as a Matter of Urgency

Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 15(1) the Director of Legal and Democratic Services submitted Report LDS.36/07 detailing decisions of the Executive which had been agreed should be taken as Urgent Decisions and dealt with as matter of urgencies without the need for Call In.

RESOLVED – That Report LDS.36/07 setting out decisions taken as a matter of urgency since the last meeting of the Council be noted and AGREED.

(ii) Annual Report

The Director of Legal and Democratic Services submitted Report LDS.26/06 on the operation of the Call In and Urgency procedures over the past 12 months, in accordance with Rule 15(J) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules.

RESOLVED – That the Report be noted and the current procedures on the operation of Call In and Urgency be continued.

C.97/07
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring forward as a matter of urgency.

(The meeting ended at 10.50 pm)
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