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Subject Matter

The Chair of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee presented the final report of the Waste Services Task & Finish Group on the Council's Commercial Waste Service (OS.10/08).  This matter had been considered by the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 31 July 2008 & a copy of the Minute Excerpt and recommendations were circulated.

The Chair highlighted a number of recommendations for action from the City Council and outlined the five options.  He indicated that the Group had recommended that the Council develop a commercial waste strategy based on Option 3 - develop recycling, achieve targets and landfill residual.  He explained to Members that many commercial customers have expressed an interest in recycling should this service be offered, and that this would also reduce the Council's tipping costs and potentially create income for the Council.  He added that some residual waste would still require disposal in landfill, but he explained that no alternative solution was available at present.  Members were assured that the proposed Commercial service would not affect the quality of the residential service provided.  

The Portfolio Holder for Environment & Infrastructure welcomed the report and thanked the Committee for the work they had carried out and said that a further report including budgetary implications be submitted to the Executive for further consideration.

Summary of options rejected

Option 1 do nothing

Option 2: Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) of all commercial waste collected 

Option 4: Develop recycling, achieve targets and MBT residual

Option 5: Sell commercial waste operation

DECISION

That the Executive 

Received the Commercial Waste Service Scrutiny report and recommendations and that a further report from the Director of Community Services on the implications including budget implication of the recommendations would be brought to a future Executive meeting.

Reasons for Decision

It is recognised that Option 4 (Develop recycling, achieve targets and Mechanical Biological Treatment of residual) will only become viable when Cumbria has Mechanical Biological Treatment facilities in place, so the focus should be on Option 3 at present.







