

REPORT TO COUNCIL
INFRASTRUCTURE  OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Carlisle Renaissance Development Framework & Movement Strategy (DFMS), was deferred to a special meeting on the 5 April. This is duly reported below.

Meeting of 8 March 2007    

On the Carlisle Sustainable Community Plan the Committee emphasised the importance of the involvement of young people. Of particular concern was educational standards in Carlisle and the lower number of children staying on at school compared to other areas in Cumbria. The view was that the Committee should have an ongoing performance monitoring role in this and other areas of the paper as it develops alongside Carlisle Renaissance.

On the Best Value Performance Plan, the main issues here were the low number of affordable houses being built, and this aspect is to be incorporated into the Corporate Plan. Education attainment was also raised with a request for flexibility and provision outside the normal degree courses. On the question of consultation, we questioned the composition of the “Citizens’ Panel” and if it truly represented the views of the public at large. This document was subsequently distributed and may also be of interest to other Councillors.

On the Corporate Performance Monitoring Report, although we are achieving targets, the committee’s main concerns were on Waste Recycling. Carlisle‘s figures are below those being achieved in other authorities. We were also disappointed at Carlisle’s performance as a venue for conferences and as a tourist destination and the limited resources devoted to promoting Carlisle.  Senior officers are to be invited to a future meeting(s) on this important subject.

Local Plan. 

This was restricted to a selection of key policies following the latest representations. Issues relating to the Renaissance concerning retail, housing and employment to be discussed at the next formal meeting. Of particular interest were issues relating to developments at Carlisle Airport and Carlisle Racecourse. On the latter, members were aware of residents’ concerns about the implications of the revision to the urban boundary to include the racecourse. The Local Plans Officer explained that this was intended to support the Racecourse by it being included in (urban) Carlisle promotional material.  

Special Meeting  5 April 2007     

Carlisle Renaissance  DFMS Draft Policy Statement

The Committee had the opportunity to question the Director of Carlisle Renaissance on the Draft Policy Statement produced after the consultation process and consideration by the Executive.  Until the Local Transport Plan is available it was 

difficult to make any sensible contribution to the transport and parking strategy but it was expected that a Committee representative on the countywide Task and Finish Group could allow the Committee to be briefed on this aspect. Not surprisingly, options for the Criminal Justice Centre and the development of Rickergate development featured in the discussion. It was reassuring to hear that the Leader and Deputy Leader and Officers were involved with the Save Our Streets Group, before any final decisions on the Policy Statement were made. 

The Committee urged that plain English be used in the document and that the Committee be given regular progress reports, rather than the yearly reports indicated in the document. 

Carlisle District Local Plan

Members sought clarification on a number of issues but the main concerns related to Affordable Housing.  It was felt that the target of 25% on new build was too low compared to the standard of 40-50%, and that in its present form in the Revised Redeposit Draft, the wording, using units rather than value or floor area, left it open to manipulation. The Local Plan Officer undertook to have regard to these concerns.  

Trevor Allison

Chairman 
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