CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2008 at 6.45 pm

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Geddes), Councillors Allison, Bainbridge, Bell, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Cape, Mrs Clarke, Collier, Devlin, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Glendinning, Graham, Harid, Knapton, Layden, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J), McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Robson, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Tootle, Tweedie, Mrs Vasey, Mrs Warwick, Watson, Weber and Weedall.

C.139/08
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Atkinson, Clarke (M), Glover, Hendry, Hunter, Ms Quilter and Wilson.

C.140/08
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on the 15 July 2008 were received and signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

C.141/08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Geddes) declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to the Stopping Up Order of Rickergate.  She indicated that her interest was in respect of the organisers of the deputation having donated a prize to the Mayor’s Charity.

Councillor Ms Patrick declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to the petition – Durranhill Estate.  She stated that her interest was in respect of a member of her family living on the street in question.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson and Councillor Mallinson (J) declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to the Stopping Up Order of Rickergate.  They indicated that their interest was in respect of their membership of the Carlisle Local Committee.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any items of business relating to the Carlisle Housing Association.  She indicated that her interest was as a Member of the Board of Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Tootle declared an interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in Item 7 – Carlisle and Rural Tenants Federation. He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment.

Councillor Tootle also declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to the planning process.  He stated that his interest was in respect of his involvement in progressing the complaint on behalf of the complainants and he indicated that he would leave the meeting during consideration of that item.

Councillor McDevitt declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to Cumbria Wind Energy Supplementary Planning documents.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his membership of the Carlisle Local Area Committee.

Councillor Layden indicated a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to the Carlisle Rural Tenants Federation in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment.

C.142/08
ANNOUNCEMENTS
(a) The Mayor
The Mayor reported the death on 1 August 2008 of Mrs Sheila Gallagher, wife of Harry Gallagher who was Mayor of the City in 1986/87.  The Mayor also gave advance notice of a concert to be held in aid of the Mayor’s Charity which is to be held on the 19 October 2008.

The Mayor further announced that Councillor Mrs Fisher’s daughter would be taking part in the Cumbrian Run and would be collecting sponsorship in aid of Cancer Research UK.  She informed Members that a sponsor form was available for Members to sign in the Mayor’s Parlour.

(b) The Leader
There were no announcements from the Leader of the Council.

(c) The Executive
There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) The Town Clerk and Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.143/08
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a question which had been submitted on notice by 

Mr Aldersey.  Mr Aldersey read out the following question :

“Would the City Council now confirm that the minuted statement made by CHA at the Community Overview and Scrutiny Meeting of 22 November 2007, Minute COS.133/07, that Carlisle and Rural Tenants Federation were ceasing to exist was an error made by CHA?

Should the Council agree that this statement was wrongly made by the Carlisle Housing Association Officer who attended the City Council’s Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 22 November 2007.  Would the Council and its Officers endeavour to help the Federation regain its former funding by Carlisle Housing Association now halted by CHA since November 2007 on the unsubstantiated belief that Carlisle and Rural Tenants’ Federation was ceasing to exist?”

The Portfolio Holder for Health and Communities responded to the effect that she had checked the Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Meeting of 22 November 2007 and confirmed that the Statement had been recorded.  However, the City Council were not responsible for the remarks made by Officers of other organisations and the funding of Tenants’ Representatives Group was a matter for CHA.  It was therefore a matter for CHA and Carlisle and Rural Tenants’ Federation to deal with, and the City Council would not wish to be involved and could not therefore accede to the request.

In accordance with the above Procedure Rule, Mr Aldersey asked a supplementary question to the effect that would the Portfolio Holder accept the Tenants Federation’s thanks for her answer, but note that the error by CHA had taken the Federation 10 months to correct which he felt could have been resolved in a joint meeting between the Federation and the CHA.   He added however, that CHA had suggested that the situation had been caused by a clerical error by the City Council and indicated that CHA Officers would look into the problem and report back to the Federation.  CHA had never reported back and Mr Aldersey suggested that there could be other errors which CHA were making and not informing the City Council, such as stopping some flats from being used for tenancies, and then after a long period of vacancy labelling the property as hard to let.

The Portfolio Holder for Health and Communities thanked Mr Aldersey and noted his comments.

(a)
Presentation of Petitions and Deputations
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a Petition submitted by Mrs Myers calling upon the City Council to help in making good the roads, footpaths and drainage at Talkin Close and Geltsdale Road so that it could be brought up to an adoptable standard and handed over for maintenance.

In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.11, Mr Van Tilburg addressed the Council on behalf of the petitioners and in particular on behalf of Mrs Myers, a resident of the Durranhill Housing Estate who is registered blind and had suffered a fall.  He informed the Council that Mrs Myers along with others had collected signatures and collated comments on the condition of the roads and pavements on the Durranhill Estate.  He was therefore asking the City Council for assistance in making the currently unadopted roads and pavements safe.  He added that it was not the residents who had caused the roads to be in a poor state but the high volumes of external traffic which had occurred following the arrival of Tesco, the expansion of the Rosehill Industrial Estate and new housing developments that were causing the deterioration of the roads, a situation which had been exacerbated by non residents using the estate as a rat run to avoid traffic congestion on the A69.  He also added that the road had recently been used as a diversionary route and commented on the number of refuse collection vehicles using the roads, following the recent change to the refuse collection arrangements.

He then submitted a folder of photographs and comments made by residents and asked the Members of the Council to give consideration to the issues which had been raised, in order to bring a satisfactory conclusion to the issue.

Councillor Glendinning, a Ward Councillor, supported the comments which had been made and commented that work was already being carried out by the City Council and County Council to address this issue.  The matter would be discussed at the next meeting of the Botcherby Neighbourhood Forum and the Carlisle Local Area Committee on the 19 September, and she would request Officers in the County Council to notify residents of the arrangements for those meetings so that they could submit their comments at the meeting of the Neighbourhood Forum.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure presented a Report, CS.62/08, prepared by the Director of Community Services.  He agreed that he would submit the concerns which had been raised by residents to the County Council.  He reminded the Council that the City Council did have claimed rights on highways but not on unadopted roads, and in order that the roads could be adopted they would need to meet the necessary criteria and be brought up to an adoptable standard.  The maintenance responsibility for the road presently rested with the frontagers along the street.  

He added that Officers of the City and County Council were aware of the condition of the roads and had started to prepare estimates to bring the roads up to adoptable standards.  It was understood that the County Council Officers proposed to report the information to the Carlisle Local Committee at its meeting on the 19 September 2008, and he therefore recommended that the Petition and accompanying letters and report be forwarded to the Cumbria County Council for consideration at the meeting of the Local Committee on the 19 September 2008 and that Officers of the City and County Councils work together to try and find a way forward for residents and others to address the issue of the poor condition of the roads in question.

Mrs Myers commented that she had tried to raise the issue on a number of occasions but had not been able to get a response, and she asked the City Council to take into account the increase in traffic from external sources such as Tesco and the Industrial Estate which were affecting the roads and pavements on the Estate.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure agreed that the covering letter from Mr Betton should accompany the Petition to the County Council and assured the petitioners that Officers and Members of the City Council would take note of the Petition and the points raised and send the Petition to the County Council for consideration.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Petition together with the accompanying report and letters be forwarded to Cumbria County Council for consideration by the Carlisle Local Committee at its meeting on the 19 September 2008.

(2)
That Officers of the City and County Council work together to try and find a way forward with residents and others to deal with the issues surrounding the condition of the roads on the Durranhill Estate.

(b) Stopping Up Order – Rickergate
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of notification of a deputation opposing Stopping Up Orders in Rickergate, including notice of the presentation of a Petition by local people that would be affected by the decision.

In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.11, Ms Clifford addressed the Council on behalf of the deputation and presented a Petition and letters in support of the deputation opposing the Stopping Up of highways forming parts of Lowther Street, Corporation Road and its back lane.

Ms Clifford informed the Council that the proposals would, in her view, seriously damage businesses, perhaps closing some of them, and damage the local economy of the City Centre.  She informed Members that it was a requirement of her franchise that there must be parking which was convenient and at a low cost, if not free, and had these proposals for parking charges been in place, she would not have considered their present location of her business on Corporation Road as a viable option.  She added that many businesses had contacted her since the articles in the local press and, without exception, they believed that there was no justification for the Council to impose parking charges that would affect those businesses.  She added that Market Stall Holders, the Post Office on Scotch Street and shops and businesses in Fisher Street, Carlyle Court and elsewhere in the same area had all been in contact to say that these proposals would be bad for their businesses and were not needed.  She commented that there did not seem to be any proper consultation process and the proposals seem to be an attempt to get more money from motorists, with a hint that CCTV cameras might be installed to control anti-social behaviour.  She asked where the evidence was that people wanted long-stay parking in this area, when the evidence that they had collated was that people were looking for cheaper, ideally free, short-stay parking close to the City Centre.

Councillor Tootle, a Ward Councillor, supported the comments which had been submitted in particular the provision of parking for customers at the Market, Post Offices, local shops and the Civic Centre, and felt that the Council should be working to support and build the community and not to hinder the growth of the local community.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure thanked Ms Clifford for the information which had been provided by the deputation.  He reminded the Council that the advertising and making up of Stopping Up Orders was a matter for the Highway Authority i.e. the Cumbria County Council and that process would be administered by the Carlisle Local Committee.  The City Council would not have a remit in that process except as a consultee.  He believed however there was scope for a compromise and Officers of the City and County Council would meet to review the proposals.  He recommended that the Petition be forwarded to the Carlisle Local Committee with a suggestion that the Local Committee take on board the concerns which had been expressed by the Petitioners.

RESOLVED – (1) That the letter and Petition be received and forwarded to Cumbria County Council for consideration by the Carlisle Local Area Committee as part of their deliberations into the process of advertising and making Stopping Up Orders in Corporation Road.

(2)
 Officers prepare a report for consideration by the City Council’s Executive and the County Council’s Local Area Committee on options to progress the matter in view of the comments which had been submitted.

(c) Parking of Motor Cycles & Scooters in the City Centre
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a Petition submitted by Ms Hope calling upon the City Council to clarify the laws relating to parking of motor cycles and scooters in disc parking zones and car parks, and identify, through appropriate signage, places where motor cycles and scooters could park in the City Centre.

In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.11, Ms Hope addressed the Council on behalf of the Petitioners and asked for the Council’s help in clarifying the arrangements for parking of motor cycles and scooters in the disc zone and car parks.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure presented a report (CS.64/08) which had been prepared by the Director of Community Services and informed Members that a sub-group of the Highways Working Group had been established to consider and develop a number of studies covering issues such as parking, cycling and walking routes and public transport, prior to the production of an integrated movement strategy for Carlisle.  He added that one of the issues which had been raised was parking provisions for motor cycles and scooters and the poor level of current provision had been recognised with Officers at the County Council were in the process of  progressing work on this issue.

The Portfolio Holder therefore recommended that the Petition be received and that the Director of Community Services arrange for a small group of petitioners to meet with Officers to provide input into the current review of motor cyclists and scooter parking provision in the City.

RESOLVED – That the recommendation set out by the Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure as above be agreed.

C.144/08
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a question submitted on notice by Councillor Boaden.  Councillor Boaden asked the following question :

In view of the comments made by the Chair of the Carlisle Renaissance Board in respect of the priorities for Carlisle Renaissance, to confirm :

(a) what work is currently taking place to prepare a development brief or equivalent document for the Rickergate area, and what is the timescale for its completion and publication?

(b) Whether the previously identified policy to acquire properties in the Rickergate area is still being pursued? 

The Leader of the City Council responded that work was not being currently carried out on the Development Brief and there were no plans to complete and publish that brief at the current time.  Also, it was not planned to acquire further properties at this time.

Councillor Boaden asked a supplementary question.  The Council had received a substantial amount of money to purchase properties and why was that priority being discontinued.  The Leader of the City Council responded that other areas had emerged as a priority and resources were being targeted at those areas first.

C.145/08
EXECUTIVE

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Mallinson seconded the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 28 July, 4 and 26 August 2008.  Members of the City Council asked a number of questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those questions, and it was –

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 28 July, 4 and 26 August 2008 be received and adopted.

(2) That the Director of Community Services investigate further the possibility of utilising options for reducing the amount of chewing gum deposited on pavements in the City Centre by the siting of receptacles on lamp posts and posts in the City Centre.

(3) That the Portfolio Holder for Health and Communities report back on the various comments submitted regarding the category used to count rough sleepers in the City, and the problems of homelessness in the City.

C.146/08
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting :

Learning and Development

Finance and Performance Management

Economic Development and Enterprise

Promoting Carlisle

Health and Communities

Environment and Infrastructure

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on details of their reports and it was –

RESOLVED – (1) That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That an update following the meeting of the Carlisle Renaissance Board Meeting be circulated to all Members for their information.

(3) That the Portfolio Holder for Promoting Carlisle arrange for a written answer to be submitted to the question raised by Councillor Patrick on criminal damage in the City and the steps which the Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP) were taking to improve performance in deterring criminal damage within the City.

(4) That the Portfolio Holder for Health and Communities arrange for a written ……….. to be submitted in response to the question raised by Councillor Boaden with regards to the Energy Efficiency Advice Centre and the steps which would be taken to address the issues of fuel poverty, particularly as the City Council would no longer be managing the Energy Efficiency Service.

C.147/08
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND 



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

(a) Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community
Councillor Farmer moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 29 July 2008 be received and adopted.

Councillor Farmer also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 29 July 2008 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(b) Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Knapton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 24 July and 7 August 2008 be received and adopted.  Councillor Knapton also presented his Chairman’s Report.  

Members questioned the Chairman on details of the Minutes of the Corporate Resources Committee and on his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 24 July and 7 August together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c) Overview and Scrutiny Committee – Infrastructure
Councillor Bainbridge moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 

31 July 2008 be received and adopted.  Councillor Bainbridge also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 31 July 2008 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.148/08
REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 

6 August 2008.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 6 August 2008 be received and adopted.

C.149/08
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 9 and 11 July 2008.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 9 and 11 July 2008 be received and adopted.

C.150/08
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Collier moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 22 July 2008.

Councillor Weedall moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 30 July 2008.  The Minutes of the above meetings were seconded.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Appeals Panels held on 22 and 30 July 2008 be received and adopted.

C.151/08
AUDIT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on 21 August 2008.

Councillor Lishman seconded the Minutes.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson drew Members’ attention to the proposals to arrange  a training session to update Members on the new Key Line of Enquiries once they were published and on arrangements for additional meetings of the Audit Committee.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on 21 August 2008 be received and adopted.

C.152/08
NOTICE OF MOTION

(i) Lifeboat Station – Burgh by Sands
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice by Councillor Collier.

“This Council opposes the proposals to close the Lifeboat Station at Burgh by Sands and calls upon HM Coastguards to reconsider this decision, as it will have severe implications for the safety of the Solway Area.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Parsons.  After some discussion it was –

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Collier as set out above be agreed.

(ii) Facilities to Promote Fitness and Wellbeing for Older People
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion, submitted on notice by Councillor Boaden :

“This Council notes the facilities designed to promote fitness and wellbeing for older people being implemented by other Local Authorities.   It therefore calls upon the Executive to consider the provision of similar equipment and facilities within one of our centrally located parks as a clear demonstration of our commitment to provide accessible opportunities of this kind for all sections of the community, and in accordance with the stated priority of the Council to encourage adult participation in exercise and fitness activity.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Warwick.

After some discussion, it was –

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Boaden as set out above be agreed.

C.153/08
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE



COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i) EX.176/08 – Community Engagement Policy
Pursuant to Minute EX.176/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve the Comprehensive Community Engagement Policy as set out in Report PPP.81/08.  A copy of Report PPP.81/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Mallinson (J) seconded the recommendation.

Councillor Mrs Riddle noted that on the list of stakeholders of the Corporate Communications Policy, Churches and Faith Groups had been omitted.

RESOLVED – That subject to the inclusion of Churches and Faith Groups in the list of stakeholders at Section 4 of the Corporate Communications Policy, the Corporate Communications Policy and the Corporate Consultation Policy attached as Appendix 1 and 2 to the Comprehensive Community Engagement Policy be agreed.

(ii) EX.206/08 – Corporate Improvement Plan
Pursuant to Minute EX.206/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council agree the Review of the Corporate Improvement Plan 2007-2010.  A copy of Report PPP.82/08 entitled Review of Corporate Improvement Plan 2007-2010 together with Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded a recommendation that the City Council accept and agree the Review of the Corporate Improvement Plan 2007-2010.  Councillor Mallinson added the Council would consult on the various issues raised in the Review of the Corporate Improvement Plan, and the allocation of resources would be determined via the Council’s budget process.

Members questioned the Portfolio Holder on details included within the Corporate Improvement Plan, including confirmation that Carlisle Renaissance was still seen as a priority of the City Council and, in respect of the section on housing, in addition to the details which had been requested on sites which had been identified for affordable housing and details of the size of those sites.  Members also sought further details as to the number of social housing units that would be allocated.

RESOLVED – (1) That the review of the Corporate Improvement Plan 2007-2010 as set out in Report PPP.82/08 be received and adopted by the City Council.

(2) That the Portfolio Holder for Finance and Performance Management provide a written response to Councillor Tootle in response to his question relating to the number of social housing units allocated under the plan.

(iii) EX.207/08 – Capital Strategy 2009/2010 to 2013/2014
Pursuant to Minute EX.207/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve the Council’s Capital Strategy for the period 2009/10 to 2013/14.  A copy of Report CORP.22/08 and Minute Excerpts had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded, and it was AGREED that the City Council approve the Council’s Capital Strategy for the period 2009/10 to 2013/14 as set out in report CORP.22/08.

(iv) EX.208/08 – Medium Term Financial Plan (incorporating the Corporate
Charging Policy) 2009/10 to 2013/14
Pursuant to Minute EX.208/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve the draft Medium Term Financial Plan and the Corporate Charging Policy 2009/10 to 2013/14.  A copy of Report CORP.21/08 and Minute Excerpts had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the receipt and adoption of the Medium Term Financial Plan for the period 2009/10 to 2013/14 as attached to Report CORP.21/08.

Councillor Mallinson highlighted a number of key issues which would impact upon the Council’s budget position and which had been reflected in the Medium Term Financial Plan.

Members raised a number of comments with regards to the Council’s budgets, and it was –

RESOLVED – That the City Council approve the Medium Term Financial Plan for the period 2009/10 to 2013/14 as attached to Report CORP.21/08.

(v) EX.209/08 – Draft Asset Management Plan
Pursuant to Minute EX.203/08 and Minute EX.209/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council agree and adopt the Draft Asset Management Plan as attached to Report DS.122/08.

A copy of Report DS.122/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and it was seconded and AGREED that the City Council adopt the Asset Management Plan for 2008-2013 as attached to Report DS.122/08.

(vi) EX.210/08 – ICT Shared Services
Pursuant to Minute EX.204/08 and Minute EX.210/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council notes the business case and authorises a supplementary estimate of £49,000 for 2008/09 to allow work on the ICT Shared Services Business Case Implementation to commence immediately, noting that savings will accrue estimated at £1.36 million over the 6 year life of the contract which would be built into the Council’s budget during the current budget process.

A copy of Report CORP.42/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Earp moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the City Council notes the Business Case and authorise a supplementary estimate of £49,000 for 2008/09 to allow work on the Business Case Implementation to commence immediately, noting that savings will accrue estimated at £1.36 million over the 6 year life of the contract which would be built into the Council’s budget during the current budget process.

Members in discussing the item sought clarification as to the decisions required from Council and noted that there were a number of issues which still required consideration. Those outstanding issues would be considered by the Executive which would give the Overview and Scrutiny Committee the opportunity to scrutinise those decisions once made.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Council notes the Business Case for the ICT Shared Services as attached to Report CORP.42/08 and authorises a supplementary estimate of £49,000 for 2008/09 to allow work on the Business Case Implementation to commence immediately. It was noted that savings would accrue estimated at £1.36 million over the 6 year life of the contract which would be built into the Council’s budget during the current budget process.

(vii)
Local Plan 2001/2016 Adoption
Pursuant to Minute EX.212/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council adopt the Carlisle and District Local Plan 2001/2016.

A copy of Report DS.120/08 and Minute Excerpts had been circulated.

It was moved by Councillor Bloxham and seconded by Councillor Mitchelson that the City Council adopt the Carlisle and District Local Plan 2001/2016 as circulated to Council.

Members questioned the Portfolio Holder on aspects of the Carlisle and District Local Plan, including the energy and efficiency standards which could be required of developers and on the possibility of developing sites which were formerly used for industrial sites, for social housing.

RESOLVED – That the Carlisle and District Local Plan 2001/2016 as circulated to Members of the Council be approved and adopted by the City Council.

(viii) EX.120/08 – Cumbria Wind Energy Supplementary Planning
Document
Pursuant to Minute EX.120/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council adopt the Cumbria Wind Energy Supplementary Planning Document as attached to Report DS.121/08 as part of the Local Development Framework.

A copy of Report DS.121/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

It was moved by Councillor Bloxham and seconded by Councillor Mitchelson that the Cumbria Wind Energy Supplementary Planning Document as attached to Report DS.121/08 be adopted as part of the Local Development Framework, it being noted that the formal adoption of the documents by the Council had been delayed in order to align their adoption with the adoption of the Carlisle and District Local Plan.

RESOLVED – That the Cumbria Wind Energy Supplementary Planning Documents, attached to Report DS.121/08, be received and adopted.

C.154/08
COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS

Councillor Allison moved and it was seconded and agreed that Councillor

J Tootle replace Councillor Mrs Farmer as a substitute on the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community.

C.155/08
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Pursuant to discussions at the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 29 August 2008 and in accordance with Procedure Rule 7.3, the Council were asked to appoint a Chairman of the Employment Panel for the municipal year 2008/09.

It was moved by Councillor Mitchelson and seconded by Councillor Farmer, that Councillor J Mallinson be appointed as Chairman of the Employment Panel for the municipal year 2008/09.

It was moved by Councillor Boaden and seconded that Councillor Glover be appointed Chairman of the Employment Panel for the municipal year 2008/09.

Following voting thereon it was –

RESOLVED – That Councillor J Mallinson be appointed as Chairman of the Employment Panel for the municipal year 2008/09.

C.156/08
DECISIONS TAKEN AS A MATTER OF URGENCY

Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 15(i), consideration was given to a report by the Director of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.57/08) with regard to decisions which had been taken as urgent decisions and dealt with as a matter of urgency.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

C.157/08
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the Council.

C.158/08
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

C.159/08
SUSPENSION OF COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULES

Pursuant to Council Procedure Rule 9, Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded and agreed that the meeting should continue beyond 9.45 pm to enable the remaining items of business to be considered.

C.160/08
PLANNING PROCESS



(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraphs 1 and 3)

Further to the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 22 July 2008, consideration was given to a report of the Director of Development Services in pursuance of a recommendation from the Appeals Panel that the City Council agree that the 3 complainants each receive a payment of £350 for their time and trouble in pursuing their complaint, and that the Director of Development Services ensures that in future the Council’s procedures are followed correctly by Officers.

Councillor Collier in moving the recommendation drew Member’s attention to the comments from the Director of Legal and Democratic Services, that under Section 92 of the Local Government Act 2000 where the Council considers that action taken by or on behalf of the authority in the exercise of its functions amounts to maladministration then the Council may, if it thinks it appropriate, make a payment to that person.

RESOLVED – That the offer in payment of a settlement in the sum of £1,050 

(£350 to each of the three complainants) as set out in Report DS.114/08 be agreed.

C.161/08
ARTS SERVICE REVIEW



(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraphs 1, 2, 3 & 4)

Pursuant to Minute EX.197/08 and Minute EX.230/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve a supplementary estimate of £130,400 to implement the outcomes of the Arts Service Review.  A copy of Report CS.63/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Earp moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the above recommendation.  Following some discussion it was –

RESOLVED – That the City Council approve a supplementary estimate of £130,400 to implement the outcomes of the Arts Service Review as set out in Report CS.63/08.

C.162/08
EX.199/08 CONTAMINATED LAND



(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 3)

Pursuant to Minute EX.199/08, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council agree a supplementary estimate of £68,000 to cover the costs of meeting the Council’s responsibility in relation to two projects.  A copy of Report DS.123/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Mrs Bowman moved, Councillor Bloxham seconded and it was AGREED that the City Council agree a supplementary estimate of £68,000 to cover the costs of the Council meeting its responsibilities in relation to contaminated land in respect of two projects detailed in Report DS.123/08.

(The meeting ended at 9.50 pm)
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