
CARLISLE PARTNERSHIP
The Carlisle Partnership continues to enjoy support from all sectors (public, private, voluntary and community) and we are grateful for the time and efforts of all individuals and partners involved.

As you are aware over recent months the Carlisle Partnership has been involved in developing a new Partnership Plan and in contributing to a Single Community Strategy for Cumbria. 

At their meeting on Friday 13th August 2010 the Cumbria Chief Executives' Group (CCEG) agreed to halt work to develop the Single Community Strategy. The Group was concerned that there were substantial risks associated with agreeing a Single Countywide Community Strategy now when there was a lack of clarity about how and when it could be delivered in light of the fundamental and expansive reform programme set out by the new Coalition Government and the financial implications of their spending plans. Chief Executives were unanimous in their acknowledgement of the huge amount of work which has been undertaken thus far by a large range of colleagues across Cumbria towards the Single Community Strategy and stressed that they remain committed to partnership working.

Work towards developing a new Carlisle Partnership plan is continuing. The input gathered across a range of stakeholder events has been collated and an initial draft will be ready for discussion by the Conveners Group of the Carlisle Partnership on September 20th. The Priority Working Groups will also help shape the draft before it is considered by the Partnership Executive. It is intended that the new plan will be ready to go before Carlisle City Council in January.
LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP
Local Authorities and business leaders have jointly been invited by the Government to work with it to help strengthen Local Economies.

It is the Government’s expectation that Local Enterprise Partnerships will provide the strategic leadership in their areas to set out local economic priorities.  The intended purpose of the new partnerships will be to provide the right environment for business and growth in their respective areas.  Local Enterprise Partnerships will be expected to tackle key issues affecting economic performance.

Meetings to discuss the way forward have been taking place with other District Councils of Cumbria and the County Council.  There have also been meetings of the Cumbria Leaders Board and the North West Regional Leaders Board.

A unanimous view has emerged from the Cumbria Leaders’ Board and from Cumbrian business that a submission should be made to Government outlining a proposal to form a Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership.  A Task and Finish Group was formed which has been developing the submission to Government for the creation of a Cumbrian Local Enterprise Partnership.

The Draft submission was agreed at the Executive meeting on 2nd September and has the full support of all local authorities across Cumbria and the Business sector and will be submitted to Government by the September 6th deadline.  A copy of the submission is available on request.
TOWN TWINNING
The Annual three-way Town Twinning meeting with Carlisle, Flensburg and Slupsk was this year hosted by Carlisle City Council on August 13th – 15th.

The business meeting discussed a wide range of items which included, future financing of the Youth Exchange, schools expansion programme, museum exhibitions, tourism, how Government cooperated with Local businesses and how our young people can be connected between the three cities.

The Town Twinning meeting also coincided with the Youth Exchange and the opportunity was taken for the delegation to meet with young people involved in the Youth Exchange.
EVENTS
The remaining community event of 2010 are:

Fireshow (theme this year, The Circus)
Saturday, 6 November
Christmas Lights Switch On (City Centre)
Sunday, 21 November

Christmas Lantern Procession (City Centre)
Thursday, 9 December
Councillor M Mitchelson
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