EXECUTIVE

MONDAY, 24 NOVEMBER 2003 AT 1.00 PM

PRESENT:


Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman) (Leader and Promoting Carlisle Portfolio)

Councillor Bloxham (Environment, Infrastructure and Transport Portfolio)

Councillor Mrs M Bowman (Economic Prosperity Portfolio)

Councillor Firth (Policy, Performance Management, Finance & 

Resources Portfolio)

Councillor Mrs Geddes (Corporate Resources Portfolio)

Councillor Knapton (Health and Community Activities Portfolio)
ALSO PRESENT:   

Councillor Guest, Chairman of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee and Councillor C Rutherford, Chairman of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee were present at the meeting to represent their respective Committees.

Councillors Glover and Weber attended the meeting as observers.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mitchelson declared a prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.276/03 (Petition against the closure of Stanwix Post Office) as he ran a Post Office.

EX.276/03
PETITION AGAINST THE CLOSURE OF STANWIX POST OFFICE (Non-Key Decision)

Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman), having declared a prejudicial interest, withdrew from the meeting room whilst this item was dealt with.  Councillor Firth chaired the meeting during consideration of this item.

Portfolio
Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

To consider a petition from Mrs M Davie, 44 Belah Crescent, Carlisle and signed by 51 persons protesting at the closure of Stanwix Post Office.  Mrs Davie was present at the meeting and submitted a further 1,324 names to add to her petition, and told the Executive that these signatures had been obtained through placing forms in local shops and not door to door canvassing.  She drew attention to the fact that Stanwix Post Office was used, not just by elderly persons, but a cross section of the community including many students and young mothers with young children.  There were no facts and figures available on how the Post Office came to the view that the Stanwix Post Office should close and Mrs Davie thought that it may be that the postmaster wished to retire.

Mrs Davie also pointed out that there was a lot of new houses being built in Stanwix, the bus service was unreliable and fares had gone up recently.  There were a number of elderly persons bungalows and sheltered housing in Stanwix.

Mrs Davie considered that the alternative Post Offices at Kingmoor and Scotch Street did not have disabled access and were almost one mile from Stanwix.  The main Post Office in Warwick Road was inconvenient for parking.  There would be problems for carers who needed to collect pensions on behalf of elderly people if they had to travel further to do this.

Mrs Davie considered that the Post Office consultation process was just window dressing and that the views of local people would not be taken into account in deciding on Post Office closures.

Councillor Geddes, Ward Councillor, spoke in support of the petitioners and submitted letters she had written to the Post Office and Postwatch, together with a reply from Postwatch.  She reported that Post Office closures had been discussed at a recent City Council meeting when it had been decided to pass the following resolution:-


"This Council deplores the proposal by the Post Office to close the Sub Post Offices at Stanwix and Botchergate which is caused by a deliberate move by this Labour Government who are withdrawing the bulk of their Benefits Payments business.


We call on the MP for Carlisle, Mr Eric Martlew, to explain to the people affected why he voted in Parliament in favour of closing urban Post Offices."

Councillor Geddes reported that no response had yet been received from the MP.

Councillor Geddes also submitted apologies from Councillors Stevenson and Mrs E Mallinson, Stanwix Urban Ward Councillors, who were unable to attend today's meeting.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Head of Legal and Democratic Services be requested to send a copy of the petition to the Post Office who be advised that the City Council expresses the strongest support for the aims of the petitioners.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive considered that support should be given to the aims of the petitioners.

EX.277/03
GENERAL FUND REVENUE ESTIMATES 2004/05 (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Finance (FS.43/03) detailing the revised base revenue estimates for 2003/04 together with the estimates for 2004/05 in respect of the Council's General Fund services.  The estimates have been compiled in the light of the City Council's agreed budget strategy for 2004/05.

The Head of Finance further updated the meeting on the receipt of the Provisional Support Grant Settlement for 2004/05 that had been received from the Government on 19 November 2003.  The settlement suggested a headline increase of 2.6% for the City Council.  However, there had been some important transfers of funding within the grant settlement, details of which were still awaited, and, therefore, at present, it was not possible to confirm the impact of the grant settlement on the City Council's overall budget position.

Councillor Firth, Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources Portfolio Holder, reported that, in view of the position in respect of the Revenue Support Grant Settlement from Central Government for 2004/05, the only information currently available being that it was likely to be £480,000 less than 2003/04 although further information suggested that this shortfall may be covered by the Government, he did not consider it appropriate to approve the report of the Head of Finance for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council until formal confirmation of the Rate Support Grant Settlement had been received.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the estimates be noted for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

Reasons for Decision

The report was noted for the purposes of formulating a recommended budget to Council.

EX.278/03
PROVISIONAL CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2004/05 TO 2006/07 (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Finance (FS.45/03) detailing the revised capital programme for 2003/04 together with the proposed method of financing.

The report also summarised the proposed programme for 2004/05 to 2006/07 in the light of the capital bids submitted to date for consideration, and agreed in principle by the Executive on 4 November 2003.

The estimated capital resources available to fund the programme was also summarised.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the revised capital programme and relevant financing for 2003/04 as set out in Appendices A and B to Report FS.45/03 be noted.

2.
That the provisional capital programme for 2004/05 to 2006/07 be noted in the light of the capital bids submitted to date and previously agreed in principle by the Executive, together with the estimated capital resources available.

3.
That it is noted that the capital schemes may only proceed after a full report, including financial appraisal, has been approved by the Executive and City Council.

Reasons for Decision

To ensure that a balanced and affordable capital budget can be approved.

EX.279/03
HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT 2003/04 (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Finance (FS.46/03) indicating that, although the transfer of the City Council's housing stock to Carlisle Housing Association had taken place in December 2002, it was a Government requirement that the Authority had to keep open its Housing Revenue Account (HRA) for at least one full financial year in order that any HRA subsidy or other issues could be finalised.  A further requirement for closing the HRA was that any remaining HRA assets are appropriated across to the Council's General Fund.  The report dealt with the HRA revised estimates for 2003/04 and the need to appropriate remaining areas of HRA land and property into the General Fund with effect from 14 January 2004.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the report be received and considered during the budget cycle in respect of the HRA estimates in 2003/04.

2.
That it be noted that the Housing Revenue Account balance is forecast to be £2,288,000 at 31 March 2004 and the notional balance to be £2,135,000 as at 31 March 2005 as set out in Appendix A to Report FS.46/03, it being further noted that £1.6m of such balances will be required to meet additional Housing Benefit costs arising as a result of LSVT.

3.
That the Executive recommend to the City Council that all remaining areas of HRA land and property be appropriated into the General Fund with effect from 14 January 2004, subject to a detailed schedule of these assets being presented to the City Council on 13 January 2004.

Reasons for Decision

To deal with the Housing Revenue Account for 2003/04 and the appropriation of HRA land and property into the General Fund.

EX.280/03
FEEDBACK FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES TO THE EXECUTIVE’S BUDGET DELIBERATIONS (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider the Minutes of the Community, Corporate Resources and Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committees commenting on the budget reports which had been considered by the Executive on 4 November 2003.

The Chairmen of the Corporate Resources and Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committees were present at the meeting and highlighted a number of the points raised by their respective Committees on the budget reports.

Councillor Firth, Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources Portfolio Holder reported that he was re-assured to note that all three Overview and Scrutiny Committees had endorsed, either totally or in principle, all of the budget bids brought forward by the Executive.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees be noted and considered as part of the Executive's budget deliberations.

Reasons for Decision

To make arrangements to consider the views of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees as part of the Executive's Budget deliberations.

EX.281/03
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF PLAY AREA LAND AT RYDAL STREET, CARLISLE (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Legal and Democratic Services (LDS.65/03) detailing an objection received in relation to the proposed disposal of play area land at Rydal Street, Carlisle for residential purposes.

He further reported that the objector had since withdrawn the objection.

The Executive was requested to consider the position and decide whether to proceed with this land disposal.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That, having regard to the fact that the objection has been withdrawn, the Head of Property Services be authorised to proceed with the disposal of the play area land at Rydal Street, Carlisle.

Reasons for Decision

In view of the fact that the objection to the sale of land at Rydal Street had been withdrawn, the Executive agreed to proceed with the disposal.

EX.282/03
FORWARD PLAN OF EXECUTIVE DECISIONS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
All

Subject Matter

The Forward Plan of key decisions of the Executive for the period 1 December 2003 to 31 March 2004 was submitted for information.

Details of five changes to the previously published Forward Plan for November 2003 to February 2004 were also submitted.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable.

DECISION

1.
That the Forward Plan be noted.

2.
That the changes to the previously published Forward Plan be noted.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable.

EX.283/03
SCHEDULE OF DECISIONS TAKEN BY INDIVIDUAL PORTFOLIO HOLDERS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

Details of decisions taken by an individual portfolio holder were submitted.

Councillor Knapton drew the Executive's attention to Decision PF.24/03 on the Tullie Card Elgibility which had been the subject of a call in by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  As a result, Councillor Knapton had agreed to withdraw his decision.

He reported to the Executive that the decision he had taken to extend the eligibility of the Tullie Card to Eden residents was based on a scheme suggested by Tullie House management and was intended to increase visitor numbers.  A trial was proposed to provide information for the future operation of the Tullie Card and to feed into the Development Plan for Tullie House.

Councillor Knapton commented that he was very disappointed that the Chairman of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee was not present at the meeting to explain the reasoning behind the Overview and Scrutiny Committee's deliberations and decision at the call-in meeting.

Councillors Bloxham and Geddes concurred with Councillor Knapton's views believing that an opportunity had been lost to increase the number of visitors to Tullie House to the benefit of the City.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable.

DECISION

That the decisions, attached at Appendix A, be noted.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable.

EX.284/03
SCHEDULE OF DECISIONS TAKEN BY OFFICERS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter

Details of decisions taken by Officers were submitted.

Summary of options rejected

Not applicable.

DECISION

That the decisions taken by Officers, attached at Appendix B, be noted.

Reasons for Decision

Not applicable.

EX.285/03
AREA BASED WORKING (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive (CE.23/03) recommending formal collaboration with Cumbria County Council and Parish Councils to establish area based working through Parish Councils and joint Neighbourhood Forums.

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that the Carlisle Local Committee had now agreed to the principle of setting up Joint Neighbourhood Forums with the City Council, subject to the individuality of the respective Forums being preserved.  The County Council would continue to administer the Forums subject to a charge of £4,000 being made to the City Council for this service.

The Executive may also wish to address allocating existing grants budgets to the various Forums from 2004/05 or allocating additional financial resources for grants.

Consultation on the report would be undertaken with the Parish Councils at a joint meeting on 11 December 2003 and the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 27 November 2003.

The Chairman considered that the report should be deferred to the meeting of the Executive on 18 December 2003 in order that the views of the Parish Councils and the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee could be taken into account before a recommendation is made to the City Council.

Members made the following comments on the report:-

(a) more discussion with the County Council was needed on administrative support charges and the nature of the City Council's administrative support arrangements for the Joint Neighbourhood Forums.

(b) the chairmanship of the Joint Neighbourhood Forums should alternate at each meeting and not annually.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the report be deferred to the 18 December 2003 meeting of the Executive to allow consideration to be given to the views of the Parish Councils and the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee before a recommendation is made to the City Council.

Reasons for Decision

To enable consideration to be given to the views of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Parish Councils prior to a formal recommendation being forwarded to the City Council.

EX.286/03
AREA WORKING (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a reference from the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 16 October 2003 advising the Executive that the Committee wishes to nominate the Yewdale, Longtown and Denton Holme Wards for inclusion within the proposed pilot scheme on Area Working and that the Committee looks forward to the matter being progressed in early course.

The Leader commented that the Executive's proposals were for a pilot to be held across the whole of the area and that Report CE.23/03, dealt with at Minute EX.185/03 immediately preceding, was being submitted to the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee for comment.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That it is noted that the report of the Town Clerk and Chief Executive (CE.23/03) dealt with at Minute EX.185/03 immediately preceding is being submitted to the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 27 November 2003 for comment.

Reasons for Decision

To give the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee the opportunity to comment on proposals for Area Working throughout the City.

EX.287/03
DOGS (FOULING OF LAND) ACT 1996 – 



EXTENSION OF DESIGNATED AREAS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a reference from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 23 October 2003 informing the Executive that the Committee – 

(1)
endorses the wish of the Executive to apply the provisions of the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 throughout the district by designating the whole of the Council's area under the provisions of that legislation.

(2)
requests the Executive to investigate the resource issues emanating from such an extension with a view to providing additional resources to support the same.

The Chairman of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee was present at the meeting and reported that this reference had somewhat been overtaken by events, in particular, the Executive's intention to put £50,000 into providing further litter bins in 2004/05 which ought to go some way to assisting with the problem of dog fouling.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the views of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee be received.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the reference from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

EX.288/03
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY SUBJECT REVIEW – ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE OF THE COUNCIL (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a subject review report from the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OS.8/03) entitled "Environmental Performance of the Council."

The outcomes from the review were as follows:-

· Improving Environmental Performance of the Council;


(a) the need for a Green Housekeeping Plan;


(b) drawing up a Green Housekeeping Plan;

-
Aspects of Environmental Performance;


(a) resource use;


(b) procurement and purchasing;


(c) travel plans;

-
Environmental Management Systems and Performance Indicators.

The Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee was also seeking the Executive to agree to fund increased Officer resources from within this Budget round to undertake baseline assessments with a view to developing a Green Housekeeping Plan.

The Chairman of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee was present at the meeting and stressed the need for a corporate approach to be taken to the environmental performance of the Council.  Whilst the Council was performing well in certain areas, a corporate approach with a high priority given to the subject, would enable the City Council to give leadership on environmental performance to other firms in Carlisle.  There was a need for base research to be undertaken to examine current performance.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the subject review report be noted and the Head of Environmental Protection and Head of Commercial and Technical Services be requested to undertake a base audit of the City Council's environmental performance and submit a report to a future meeting of the Executive at which prioritisation can be considered.

Reasons for Decision

To respond to the outcome of the review undertaken by the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

EX.289/03
JOINT MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE AND THE COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR CARLISLE (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Various

Subject Matter

To consider the Minutes of a meeting held between Members of the Executive and the County Council's Local Committee for Carlisle on 1 October 2003.

Summary of options rejected

None.

DECISION

That the Minutes, attached at Appendix C, be noted.

Reasons for Decision

To note the Minutes of the meeting.

EX.290/03
JOINT MANAGEMENT TEAM – MINUTES (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
All

Subject Matter

To consider the Minutes of the Joint Management Team meetings held on 18 September and 2, 16 and 30 October 2003.

Summary of options rejected

None.

DECISION

That the Minutes, attached at Appendix D, be noted.

Reasons for Decision

To note the Minutes of the Joint Management Team meetings.

EX.291/03
COUNCIL TAX DISCOUNTS FOR SECOND HOMES (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Revenues and Benefits Services (RB.16/03) concerning Government proposals (subject to detailed regulations) that from 1 April 2004, Councils will have the discretion to reduce the 50% Council Tax discount on second homes to 10%.  The proceeds (of the net 40% reduction in discount) would be made available for expenditure on local services by the billing and major precept authorities.

This issue had been discussed by the Cumbria Branch of the Local Government Association which had resolved (with the exception of Barrow-in-Furness) to adopt a consistent countywide approach to the removal of the discount on second homes and that the additional revenue raised in a District should be spent in that area targeted at rural initiatives with guidance from the relevant Local Strategic Partnership.

He further reported that Carlisle's share of additional second homes income based on 2003/04 estimates would be £46,000 per annum.  Whilst expenditure was not ring fenced to specific schemes, the driving force behind the Government's proposals are affordable housing initiatives.

Summary of options rejected

None.

DECISION

1.
That the Executive supports the draft proposals put forward by the District Councils (except Barrow) and Cumbria County Council for the sharing out of additional income raised from reducing the Council Tax discount on second homes from 50% to 10%, and that the income raised for Carlisle of approximately £46,100 per annum should be spent on rural initiatives.

2.
That the Executive recommends the City Council to reduce the Second Homes Council Tax Discount to 10% with effect from 1 April 2004.

Reasons for Decision

It was agreed to recommend the City Council to reduce the Council Tax discount on second homes from 50% to 10%.

EX.292/03
THE COUNCIL TAX (REDUCTIONS FOR DISABILITIES) REGULATIONS AND LOCALLY DEFINED DISCOUNTS (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Revenues and Benefits (RB.17/03) detailing the outcome of a recent Court decision regarding Local Authorities awarding Disabled Band Reduction where a living room is used as a bedroom.  Such awards are now wrong in law.

Of 180 cases where the Council has granted relief under the Reductions for Disabilities Regulations, up to 32 would lose their relief under the revised criteria.  Anyone affected by a decision to end relief would have a right of appeal to a Valuation Tribunal.

The Government has advised that billing authorities could give discounts to disabled households affected by the High Court judgement by using the new power to create locally defined discounts under Section 76 of the Local Government Act 2003.  However, the billing authority (Carlisle City Council) would have to cover the cost as part of its own expenditure.  The recurring cost of setting such a locally defined discount would be £5,000 per annum based on estimated 2004/05 Council Tax rates.

The Executive’s views were sought on whether they wished to recommend full Council to introduce a locally defined discount for households with a substantially and permanently disabled household member where an unconverted ground floor room is used as a bed sitting room for the disabled person.  This would redress the implications of the High Court decision which has resulted in such households no longer qualifying for a statutory Council Tax reduction.  However, regard must be given to the fact that, if the City Council granted relief to one disadvantaged group, there was the possibility of challenge from other disadvantaged groups under Equal Opportunities legislation.

The Head of Revenues and Benefits further advised that, due to the Council Tax setting timetable, no further reports could be considered for locally defined discounts to be introduced for the 2004/05 Council Tax year.

Summary of options rejected

None.

DECISION

1.
That having regard to the possibility of legal challenge under Equal Opportunities legislation, no action be taken to introduce a locally defined discount for households with a substantially and permanently disabled household member where an unconverted ground floor room is used as a bed sitting room for the disabled person.  It is noted that where such households are on a low income, the Council Tax Benefit system will meet all or part of any Council Tax liability.

2.
That it is noted that, due to the Council Tax setting timetable, no further reports could be considered for locally defined discounts to be introduced for the 2004/05 Council Tax year.

Reasons for Decision

Having regard to the recent Court decision, the City Council is being requested to introduce a locally defined discount for households with a substantially and permanently disabled household member where an unconverted ground floor room is used as a bed sitting room for the disabled person.  However, having regard to the possibility of legal challenge under Equal Opportunities legislation, no action is proposed to introduce a locally defined discount.

EX.293/03
IMPLEMENTING ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT STATEMENT (IEG3) (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Corporate Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Customer and Information Services (CIS.11/03) enclosing a copy of the Council's Implementing Electronic Government Statement (IEG3) for 2004/05 which had been submitted to the ODPM's Office on 11 November 2003.

As last year, the Statement was a joint submission with the other Cumbrian Councils under the Connected Cumbria Partnership.

Councillor Geddes, Corporate Resources Portfolio Holder, considered that the Statement represented a good example of partnership working.  The Head of Customer and Information Services was thanked for the work undertaken in compiling the Statement.

Summary of options rejected

None.

DECISION

That the Implementing Electronic Government Statement for 2004/05 be noted.

Reasons for Decision

To note the IEG statement for 2004/05.

EX.294/03
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2003 (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources

Subject Matter

To consider a joint report from the Head of Finance and Head of Legal and Democratic Services (FS.44/03 - LDS.71/03) summarising the main provisions of the Local Government Act 2003 which received Royal Assent on 18 September 2003.  The Act is primarily concerned with financial issues but also gives Local Authorities new powers to charge for discretionary services, and trade and raise additional income for defined capital improvements through a business levy.

The Leader reported that he would arrange for an informal presentation on the implications of the Act to be given to all Members of the Council in the New Year.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the joint report be noted.

Reasons for Decision

To ensure that Members are informed of the provisions of the Local Government Act 2003.

PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That, in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press were excluded from the emeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the paragraph number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of PArt 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.

EX.295/03
FUNDING OF HOUSING RENEWAL AND DISABLED FACILITIES GRANTS (Key Decision)

(Public and press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 8 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972)

Portfolio
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport 

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Environmental Services (ES.78/03) seeking the Executive to consider, as an additional allocation solely for 2004/05, increasing the capital allocation set aside for Housing Renewal and Disabled Facilities Grants by £150,000 to meet an anticipated increase in demand.  As this would have an impact on Carlisle Housing Association, the Association could be requested to make a similar financial provision.  There was also the possibility of a Government Grant being made available to supplement the additional amount and this would be pursued by Officers as appropriate.

For subsequent years, the Head of Environmental Protection recommended that an in depth review of Housing Investment be undertaken early in 2004 as part of the Comprehensive Performance Assessment Action Plan relating to Balancing Housing Markets.  A new Housing Strategy was being developed to meet a Government timetable of June 2004 and, following consideration, the Council would be in a better position to assess not only appropriate investment for future years but also the overall direction of Housing Policy.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That consideration be given to an increase in funding for Disabled Facilities Grants as part of the budget process.

Reasons for Decision

To give consideration to an increase in funding for Disabled Facilities Grants as part of the budget process.

(The meeting ended at 2.05 pm)
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