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GREYSTONE COMMUNITY CENTRE - CALL IN OF EXECUTIVE DECISION (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Health and Community Activities

Subject Matter

The decision taken by the Executive on 19 December 2005 to confirm a grant of £25,000 for the development of Greystone Community Centre (EX.260/05) was called in by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee and scrutinised at a meeting of that Committee held on 10 January 2006.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee, in referring the decision back to the Executive for reconsideration, passed the following Resolutions:-

"(1) That Executive Decision EX.260/05 be referred back to the Executive, as the decision making body for re-consideration due to the Committee’s concerns that the grant of £25,000 awarded to Greystone Community Association towards the cost of developing their Centre is inadequate to support the aspirations of the Association and the expectations encouraged by the Executive decision in Minute EX.205/04 that during the Budget process the Executive would look very favourably to provide funding for schemes developed in consultation with the local community.

(2) That it is the hope of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee that the Executive will reconsider the matter in the context of the clearly expressed statements by the Ward Members and the Executive’s words of support in response to the original call-in in October 2004 (Minute EX.205/04 refers)."

The report considered by the Executive on 19 December 2005 (ECD.21/05), Executive Decision EX.260/05 and the full Minutes of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee of 10 January 2006 were submitted.

The Executive's original decision as detailed in EX.260/05 was as follows:-

"That a grant of £25,000 be awarded to Greystone Community Association towards the cost of developing their Centre, subject to other contributory funding being secured and such grant be released when the Health and Community Activities Portfolio Holder and Director of Community Services are satisfied that a viable scheme has been prepared."

The Chairman of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee was present at the meeting and informed the Executive that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee had revisited a previous call-in in relation to the sale of land at Fusehill Street and considered that the funding being recommended by the Executive of £25,000 for improvements to the Greystone Community Centre should be increased having regard to the receipt from the sale of the Fusehill Street land.

Councillor Knapton, Health and Community Activities Portfolio Holder, reported that he wished to emphasise that the award of funding for Greystone Community Centre and the receipt gained from the sale of the Fusehill Street land should be taken separately.  It was Council policy that any receipts from land sales are held centrally and spending bids measured against Council priorities.  He had considered further the proposals of the Greystone Community Association which provided facilities for young people and also ran activities to promote healthy lifestyles.  He considered that this supported the Council's Cleaner, Greener, Safer corporate priority and recommended that the grant to the Greystone Community Centre be increased to £90,000.  

This would allow the Community Association to fund the first phase of their improvement works or alternatively, the Association may initially wish to seek to attract match funding from other bodies to undertake a more substantial scheme.

Summary of Options Rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That a grant of £90,000 be awarded to Greystone Community Association towards the cost of developing their Centre.

2.That the decision taken by the Executive at EX.260/05 be varied accordingly.

Reasons for Decision

The Executive reconsidered the decision taken at EX.260/05 and decided to increase the grant to £90,000 to fund a scheme of improvements at the Greystone Community Centre to support activities which were in line with corporate priorities.







