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Subject Matter

Councillor Mallinson having declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this item of business in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct left the meeting and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.

Pursuant to Minute EX217/07 and EX11/08 the Head of Revenues and Benefit Services reported (CORP 81/07) on the draft Safeguard Policy for the payment of Housing Benefit Local Housing Allowance.  He reminded Members that the introduction of the Local Housing Allowance was the cornerstone of the Government's Housing Benefit Reform Programme which aimed to simplify housing benefit.  He circulated the draft Policy which had been based on the Department of Works and Pensions guidance and identified the aims of the policy which was to ensure that safeguards were in place to protect vulnerable claimants, prevent rent arrears for claimants at risk of eviction, help claimants take responsibility for receiving direct payments and reassure landlords that their rents would be paid if they had vulnerable tenants.   The Head of Revenues and Benefits Services reported that the item had been considered by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on 21 February 2008 and a minute extract had been circulated.

The Vice Chairman of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee drew Members attention to the minute extract which had been circulated.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Housing Benefits Administration Local Housing Allowance "Safeguard" Policy, as set out in Appendix 1 to Report CORP 81/07 be recommended to the City Council for adoption.

Reasons for Decision

To enable Benefit Practitioners to follow laid down policy, practices and procedures agreed by the Council in protecting vulnerable benefit claimants






