LICENSING COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY 27 MAY 2009 AT 2.28PM
PRESENT:
Councillors Morton (Chairman) Councillors Bell, Boaden, Mrs Farmer, Layden, Mrs Parsons, Robson, Scarborough, Mrs Styth, Tootle, Mrs Vasey and Wilson
LC.17/09
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.

LC.18/09
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting held on 1 April 2009 be agreed as a correct record of the meetings and signed by the Chairman.

LC.19/09
MINUTES OF LICENSING SUB COMMITTEES
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of Licensing Sub-Committee 2, held on 12 May 2009, attached as Appendix A to these Minutes, be noted.

LC.20/09
UPDATE ON LICENSING ACT 2003

The Licensing Officer presented report LDS.46/09 giving Members an update on the applications under the Licensing Act 2003.

The Licensing Officer reported that variations were down to two a month, with transfers and changes of Designated Premises Supervisor becoming the more common application.  He added that Temporary Event Notices (TEN’s) had continued to be popular with many villages/communities taking advantage of the ‘non bureaucratic’ method of holding an event.  

The Licensing Officer reported that a number of licensed premises had either been sold on for another use or were standing empty due to lack of business.  The majority of those premises continued to hold a premises licence which could be transferred to a new owner.  He added that there the Licensing Office has received enquires regarding two licensed premises that had been empty for some time and also for an empty premises that was unlicensed.
The Licensing Officer reported that the award ceremony for the Best Bar None Scheme 2009 had taken place on 19 May 2009 at Carlisle Racecourse.  He commented that the majority of the premises who entered last year had increased their scores and new premises for 2009 were of a high standard.
RESOLVED –  That Report LDS.46/09 be noted.

LC.21/09
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – APPLICATION UPDATE

The Licensing Officer presented report LDS.47/09 giving Members an update on applications made under the Gambling Act 2005.

The Licensing Officer reported that the majority of applications received had been ‘fast track’ applications for existing premises.  He highlighted the licence figures as at 15 May 2009.

The Licensing Officer stated that the transition period for gaming machine permits in non alcohol premises would last for three years or until the permit under the old legislation expired.  The latest ones for this Authority would expire on 30 June 2009.  Additional checks must be made to ensure that the machine categories comply with the new legislation and the machines were removed after their expiry date.

Officers were visiting local gambling premises to meet managers and answer any queries under the new legislation and were also carrying out inspections, some in conjunction with the regional Compliance Manager from the Gambling Commission.

The Licensing Officer highlighted the national issues which may have local impact.

The Licensing Officer reminded Members that in accordance with the Gambling Act 2005, licensing authorities were required to publish a statement of the principles which they proposed to apply when exercising their functions.  The statement must be published at least every three years and the current statement was published on 3rd January 2007.

The Licensing Officer explained the procedure for the preparation of the statement and asked Members to consider the formation of a sub-committee to consider the statement of principles and report back to the Licensing Committee in due course.

RESOLVED – 1) That Report LDS.47/09 be noted;
2)  That Councillor Morton, Councillor Mrs Styth and Councillor Mrs Farmer be appointed to the Gambling Policy Working Group for Municipal Year 2009/10.

(the meeting ended at 2.30pm)

