
Waste Management
The revised waste collection arrangements are now bedding-in and whilst there are still a number of minor collection issues arising the level of these is significantly reduced.   The citizens of Carlisle and district have, in the main, responded magnificently to the new collection arrangements and I can advise you that in May we recycled 51.24% of all household waste.   This is an unprecedented level and Carlisle is the first Authority in Cumbria and one of a few Councils nationally to exceed 50%.  In the same month a total of 1,766 tonnes of household waste was sent to landfill.  This compares with a total of 2,521 tonnes at the same period in 2006.  A decrease of 30%.  

· Our recycling rate for 2007/08 is 51.24%.  This time last year it was 38%.

· 45,000 households receive the green box recycling scheme.

· 37,000 households receive the plastic and cardboard scheme.

· 34,000 households receive the garden waste scheme.

· 41,000 properties have been given a grey wheeled bin for refuge.

· 6,000 properties receive a weekly purple sack collection.

The Director of Community Services wrote to all Members at the beginning of June to provide an update and to identify some emerging issues.   These and others are currently being reviewed by officers and this review will be reported through the Executive and Infrastructure O/S Committee in the coming months.

It is interesting to note that Government has recently published its Waste Strategy 2007.   Many of the proposals outlined are already embedded in our new collection arrangements.   There are still a number of households that are not on the full kerbside collection and I know that this is causing concern.  Once we have managed the review of the present arrangements we will be looking to how soon we can get the rest of the properties onto a collection at the kerbside. 

Highways

We were extremely disappointed to be advised that the level of claimed rights highway maintenance funding provided by the County Council had been reduced by 13% from last year.   Both the Director of Community Services and I made representations about this and I can advise the Council of a positive outcome.   Additional funding has been provided or identified in areas such as:-

· Footway improvements to Central Avenue and Petteril Bank. 

· Slurry sealing some footways.

· Planned maintenance schemes.

· Lighting column replacement.

Whilst these schemes will result in a higher than forecast workload this year the base level of funding for future years will need to be addressed.

I was disappointed to read in the local press that Cumbria County Council were considering parking meters within Carlisle, and indeed other parts of Cumbria.  

This announcement was made only a week after a highways group had discussed parking issues within the district.  My recollection is that nothing with regard to parking meters was suggested at that time.  The City Council, as you know, are the authority that administers the County’s scheme.  I believe it would have been courteous to have consulted us in the first instance as to the suggestions of meters.  There has to be another way of dealing with on-street parking apart from yet another load of ironwork being stuck in our street scenes.  

Car Parks

The Executive is seeking to ensure that a high standard of security is achieved on its 'off-street' car parks and national 'Park Mark' schemes.   This scheme uses the Police and the British Parking Association to inspect car parks to assess each car park against a range of criteria.   These include:  lighting, access arrangements, surveillance levels, visibility, management practices, etc.

The Council had achieved this status on 11 car parks and I can advise the Council that following a recent audit six more achieved this status:  Cecil Street, William Street, Shaddongate, Central, Brampton and Gilsland.

To put this in perspective there are only 450 car parks in the North West that have achieved this standard.

Talkin Tarn

This is the first full year of Council operation of the Tarn since the completion of the improvement works, which have been very well received by users of the facility.

Other improvements to the waterside frontage, launching ramp and jetties, funded by a grant from the Cumbria Waste Management Environment Trust (Landfill Tax) is now complete.   This has made the boat launching area safer for users, and had stabilised the eroding banks.

Two events held in June (a 'Family Festival' and a 'Watersports for All' day) were very successful in attracting new visitors to the Tarn. 

A woodland management plan has been drawn up to improve the wildlife potential and visitor safety of the woodland areas.   This will be submitted for a Forestry Commission grant.  

We are hoping to launch shortly the Friends of Talkin Tarn Group, which should strengthen the growing community participation.

Heysham Park

Refurbishment work continues at a quick pace for Heysham Park.   Recent work includes salvaging a number of sandstone coping stones from the beck, and replacing them on walls and bridges, but now with steel pins to prevent them being dislodged.

Paths improvements, shrub clearance and new entrance gates are planned for later in the summer.

A Friends of Heysham Park Group has held its initial meeting.

Neighbourhood Improvements

I would draw all Members’ attention to some reports considered by the Executive on 11 June.   The allocation of Environmental Enhancements budget was agreed and I have asked officers to keep Ward Members advised of relevant work in their particular Ward.

The other issue relates to the Small Scale Community Projects initiative and I understand the Director of Community Services has written to all Members with details.   All Members are encouraged to take advantage of this to secure additional funds to address 'grot-spots' and problem issues in their Wards.

Finally I would encourage all Members to engage with their Area Teams and to get involved in Ward walks with members of that team.

Scores on the Doors

This scheme was recently launched across Cumbria and details of those premises in Carlisle which have been inspected can be accessed through the Council website.   This is a living document which will be regularly updated as further inspections and re-inspections are undertaken.   The whole aim of this initiative is to raise awareness and hygiene standards in food premises across Carlisle.

The aim of the web advice is to bring about an improvement in food hygiene standards in the City and also to give the public a more informed choice about where to eat based on food safety.  

Scores on the Doors is a quick way for people to find out at a glance how hygienic and well-managed their favourite take-aways, pubs, restaurants and food shops are compared to others in the district and the fact that the site has had 22,000 hits in two weeks is significant.

Facilities Management

Routine building maintenance is ongoing but there are two interesting schemes which I would draw to the Council's attention:-

· A repair programme has started on the former City Wall at West Walls.   Significant areas will be re-pointed and this has required our employees to undergo training on lime mortar techniques.

· Repair work to the stonework at the top of the Cenotaph in Rickerby Park has recently been completed.

There are also a range of capital projects currently underway or about to start:-

· Cremator Replacement.

· Refurbishment of Bitts Park (post flood).

· Tennis Dome, Bitts Park (subject to Council approval).

· Improvement works at Durranhill Industrial Estate.

· Longtown townscape works.

Environmental Performance

There are a number of issues that I would wish to bring to Members’ attention:-

· Preparations are underway for the CBEN (Cumbria Business Environment Network) assessment.   Whilst some sections have a Gold award the Authority as a whole has achieved a Bronze.   We are striving to improve on that.

· A draft Travel Plan for the Council is nearing completion and will be fed into the Executive and O/S in the next few weeks and form the basis of staff consultation.

· Finally I would draw attention to the Climate Change Workshop on 22 August to which all Members will be invited.   Further details will be circulated in due course.

Flood Defence Project

I can advise the Council that the Environment Agency have obtained all the necessary approvals, including funding, for the Caldewgate/City Centre project.   Detailed design is underway and work is scheduled to start on site in early April 2008.

Inquiry

The Tesco Inquiry concluded on the 15 June 2007.  The Inspector indicated that he would be submitting his report to the Planning Inspectorate the week commencing 6 August but he did not know when the Secretary of State would make her decision thereafter.

The Local Plan Inquiry commenced on 3 July 2007.

Raffles Development 

Housing regeneration specialist Lovell joined with Carlisle City Council to mark an important milestone for the regeneration of Carlisle’s Raffles Estate - the sale of the 100th new home built as part of a wide-ranging regeneration programme for the area.  The milestone comes three years after Lovell first started work on the new housing development.

The sale of the 100th property underlines the development’s popularity, and the major part the new homes are playing in the continuing revival of the Raffles area.

“We’ve had tremendous interest in both the first and second phases of new housing, with hundreds of enquiries and people queuing outside the sales office whenever properties are released,” says Lovell area manager Phil Houghton.  “The affordability of the housing has undoubtedly been an important factor in the popularity of the development”.

Councillor R Bloxham

Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder
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