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	Title:
	LONSDALE STUDY

	Report of:
	DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

	Report reference:
	CS 25/09


Summary:

Progress the study undertaken into the Lonsdale on behalf of the Save Our Lonsdale Group.

Recommendations:

The Executive approve use of the balance of the budget set by Council to assist the SOL Group develop the Lonsdale study.

	Contact Officer:
	Mark Beveridge
	Ext:
	 7350


1. INTRODUCTION

1.1
The Community O&S Committee at its meeting of 26/03/09 supported the idea that the City Council could help assist the Save Our Lonsdale Group become a trust.   The minute reference for that meeting is on this Executive agenda for consideration.   In becoming a trust, the SOL group could use the valance of the funds which were granted by Council in response to their presentation concerning the future use of the building.

1.2
Members have been clear to date that the Council is supportive of a theatre being established in the City, with the initiative being progressed through the community/interest groups rather than the Council directly.

1.3
In becoming a trust, the SOL group could work with other potential partners such as Cumbria University to see how the Lonsdale could be a part of their plans.

1.4
The SOL group came together with a common purpose of ensuring the Lonsdale building was secured from development into flats.   With support from the Council they can become a trust and continue that work.
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