
LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP

Since the last Council meeting we have been waiting to hear if the bid for a Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership would be favourably received by Government.

It has now been announced that Cumbria has been given the go ahead to form its own Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP).  LEPs are the Government’s replacement for the soon to be disbanded Regional Development Agencies and will provide the strategic leadership and drive to strengthen the sub regional economies throughout England.

Of the 62 bids submitted, Cumbria is one of 24 successful bids announced by the Government.  This is good news for Carlisle and Cumbria. 

CARLISLE PARTNERSHIP
The Carlisle Partnership continues to enjoy support from all sectors (public, private, voluntary and community) and we are grateful for the time and efforts of all individuals and partners involved.
Work towards developing a new Sustainable Community Plan for Carlisle has continued over recent weeks and a first draft has been produced. This working document has been reviewed by an extended membership meeting of the Conveners Group and by the majority of the Priority Working Groups. All of these have suggested amendments which are currently being made. A final proposed plan will be on the agenda at the Partnership Executive meeting on the 15th November for their approval or further amendment. The Priority Working groups are also currently working to identify clear actions that will help to deliver the aims of the plan. Draft versions of these action plans will also be tabled at the Executive meeting.

Following Executive (and subject to any amendments proposed there) the final Sustainable Community Plan will be recommended by the Partnership for adoption by the City Council at January’s full council meeting.

As you are aware the Partnership has also been conducting a review of its role, structures and governance in recent months, led by a Local Improvement Advisor. The initial phase of this work is now complete and a report will be presented at the forthcoming Executive meeting. However one of the recommendations that this report will make is that the Partnership should look to realign its Children and Young People’s Group with the Locality Planning Group of the Children’s Trust. Initial conversations with the Locality Planning Group to achieve this have begun and an update will be provided at the Partnership Executive meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS

Carlisle Focus

The Winter/Spring edition of Carlisle Focus will be delivered to residents during the last week of November. In this edition, we have a feature on the Benefits Advice Service and how people can get in touch with them for help. There is an update on the new Castle Street Scheme and the Roman Frontier Gallery. We have provided information about our services over the Festive period as well as highlighting the Christmas events programme. There is a round-up of young people’s activities and news, including a new magazine which is written and produced by Carlisle youngsters aged 15 to 17. Spring events and health and fitness advice are also included.

Local Democracy Week

Carlisle City Council took part in Local Democracy Week (11 – 15 October) for the 10th year running. This national campaign aims to get people involved in decision making and to take part in democracy.

On Wednesday 13 October, the Council Chamber was packed with 140 primary school pupils representing six schools from across the district. The audience heard first hand, why five candidates thought that they should be Young Mayor 2010. It was a closely fought race and the issues were very topical including more facilities for young people, road safety, litter and street cleaning and improving areas of the City Centre. Chloe Prangnell, from Inglewood Junior School was elected on the day. Other schools taking part in the election were: Hayton C of E Primary School, Norman Street Primary School, Rockcliffe C of E Primary School, Upperby Primary School. Pupils from Cummersdale School were there as observers.

Next year’s Local Democracy Week will be 10-14 October 2011, and we plan to stage Young Mayor 2011 on Wednesday 12th October.

EVENTS
6th November  -   Fireshow  -   This year’s theme is ‘The Circus’    There will be pre show entertainment in the City Centre featuring the Upfront Puppet Theatre with a Circus themed Show and also stilt walkers, clowns and jugglers.

21st November  -   The Christmas Lights Switch On show, featuring performances by Lloyd Daniels, 2009 X Factor finalist and Shaun Smith, 2009 Britain’s Got Talent finalist.     Helen Skelton, Blue Peter and former Radio Cumbria presenter, will switch on the lights with the Mayor.

25th – 28th November – Cumbrian Christmas Market.  From Thursday, 25th to Sunday, 28th November there will be a new Cumbrian Christmas Market, organised by CN Events, with traditional wooden chalets.  The opening of the market will be celebrated with the arrival of Santa Claus in his sleigh, together with his reindeer, in a parade which will commence in Botchergate, leading into the City Centre.  There will be a programme of street entertainment from 5.00pm to 7.30pm.

29 November – Roger Albert Clark Rally.  The rally will finish outside the Old Town Hall with the first car due to arrive at 2.00pm and the last one around 4.00pm.

1st – 5th December – Continental Christmas Market.  From Wednesday, 1st to Sunday, 5th December there will be a continental market in the City centre. 

9th December  -   Lantern Procession.     The Procession will be led by a Christmas Carnival Band and 3 wise men on camels, from the Castle green to the City centre, where there will be carol singing, accompanied by a steel band and a variety of other street entertainment.
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