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Title:
3 RIVERS STRATEGY - CONSULTANTS' REPORT

Report of:
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CLS004/05

Summary

This report presents the findings of a commercial study of the riverside areas in Carlisle, it represents the first stage of the 3 Rivers Strategy Report.

Recommendations:

Members note the report and request officers to prepare a comprehensive 3 Rivers Strategy Report.

Contact Officer:
MARK BEVERIDGE
Ext:
7350

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS
(1)
INTRODUCTION

(1.1)
Members will recall that the 3 Rivers Strategy was conceived to try and determine how the Rivers Eden, Caldew & Petteril could be most effectively used to enhance both the quality of life for residents and the promotion of Carlisle for visitors.

(1.2)
The attached consultant’s report is specific to the commercial development opportunities on and alongside the river frontages.  It is seen as the first stage in the process of reporting on a strategy for the 3 Rivers.

(2) 
THE CONSULTANT’S STUDY (APENDIX A)

(2.1)
The study is a commercial study and is provided without officer input at this stage.  It is important to note that the contents of the study and conclusions drawn by the consultant were prior to the flood in January 2005.  The implications of that event and subsequent proposals from the Environment Agency in particular have not been incorporated.

(3)
CONCLUSION

(3.1)
It is proposed that the commercial study will form part of a larger report which will present a corporate perspective.  The 3 Rivers Strategy Report is scheduled in the forward plan to be considered by the Executive on March 21st.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date.

CMT, JMT and Portfolio Holder

2.2 Consultation proposed.

CMT, JMT, Portfolio Holder, Infrastructure O & S, Environment Agency, Eden Rivers Trust and County Council.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

Members note the report and request officers to prepare a comprehensive 3 Rivers Strategy Report.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

To facilitate the production of a 3 Rivers Strategy which incorporates a broad range of issues beyond the specific commercial focus of the consultant’s study.
5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – None in the context of this report, to be determined as part of a broader 3 Rivers Strategy.

· Financial – None in the context of this report.

· Legal – None in the context of this report.

· Corporate – This report presents one aspect of a broader study, which will include the corporate perspective.

· Risk Management – Clearly the recent flood will have changed the risk of any development and a full risk assessment will need to be carried out on any proposed developments.

· Equality Issues – Opening up access to the rivers for all for all sections of the local community is integral to the provision of all Council services.

· Environmental – These will be considered as part of the wider 3 Rivers Strategy.

· Crime and Disorder – None in the context of this report.

· Impact on Customers – An objective of the proposed 3 Rivers Strategy is to improve the quality of life for residents.
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