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Summary:- 

This Report details the proposed changes to the Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site Management Plan insofar as it considers planning policy for the District.

Recommendation:-

3.1 It is recommended that the Committee supports:

i.  the proposed changes to the wording of the policies by reference to Outstanding Universal Value

ii. continues its support for the inclusion of the former mediaeval walled area of the city centre within the World Heritage Site; and 

iii. these views are passed to Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Ltd.

Catherine Elliot

Director of Development Services

Contact Officer:
Alan Eales
Ext:
7170
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1.0
Background

1.1
Hadrian’s Wall Limited has consulted Carlisle City Council on the latest review of the Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site Management Plan. A 5-year rolling Management Plan is a UK Government requirement for a World Heritage Site.  It provides an essential framework for the management of the Site to ensure its preservation for present and future generations. 

1.2
The first five year Management Plan was approved in 1996 and revised in 2002.  Work commenced on this revision in 2006 to cover the years 2008-2012.

1.3
The purpose of this report is to seek the Committee’s response to the suggested changes in Planning Policy and alteration to the Boundary of the World Heritage Site suggested in the Management Plan.

2.0
Changes in Policy

2.1
There are two areas where the Committee’s views are sought.  The first concerns a slight change in emphasis to the wording of policies in development plans and the second concerns the recommendation to include the area of the Roman town and Annetwell Street Fort in Carlisle within the World Heritage Site. 

2.2
The review of the Management Plan suggests, as have previous Management Plans that each local planning authority’s Local Plans or Local Development Framework should have policies that adequately protect the World Heritage Site in three areas related to the World Heritage Site.  These relate to:

· the World Heritage Site;

· the Buffer Zone and 

· the wider visual envelope.

2.3
Since 1995 all the Carlisle District Local Plans have contained these policies.  The new Management Plan is suggesting that these policies should refer to the protection of the Outstanding Universal Value of the World Heritage Site.  This is a subtle but significant change in emphasis in the policies in that policies should protect the Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) of the World Heritage Site from development.  Rather than not permitting development that would have an unacceptable impact on the World Heritage Site.
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2.4
This change is important as the reason for inscription of sites on the World Heritage List is based on their Outstanding Universal Value and it is those values that should be protected.  The Local Plan that will shortly be adopted following the Local Plan Inspector’s Report does not reflect these suggested changes.  If the policies remain in the final Management Plan the Council’s planning policies will have to be amended at a later date.  

2.5
In 2006 English Heritage consulted the City Council as part of the Review of the Hadrian’s Wall World Site Management Plan on whether the boundaries of the World Heritage Site should be amended to include part of the City Centre.  

2.6
Report DS. 12/06 to the Executive on the 30 March 2006 considered the implications of this and what area if any should be included. The Executive resolved to support the principle of investigating the possibility of including the area within the former mediaeval City Walls within the Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site.  
2.7
The Management Plan contains a recommendation that the area of the Roman town and Annetwell Street fort in Carlisle should be included within the World Heritage Site.  It needs to be confirmed whether this and other extensions proposed elsewhere could be made by notification to the World Heritage Committee as a minor extension or whether the extent and nature of these proposed changes would warrant a full re-nomination. It is generally accepted that if they require a full re-nomination, the costs and time to undertake this would not be justified.

3.0
Recommendations

3.1
It is recommended that the Committee supports:

iv. the proposed changes to the wording of the policies by reference to Outstanding Universal Value

v. continues its support for the inclusion of the former mediaeval walled area of the city centre within the World Heritage Site; and 

vi. these views are passed to Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Ltd.

Catherine Elliot

Director of Development Services

Contact Officer: 
Alan Eales
Ext:
7170
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