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	NORTH PENNINES AONB: PLANNING GUIDELINES AND BUILDING DESIGN GUIDANCE SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENTS
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	DS 20/10


Summary:
This report sets out the draft text of the above two Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs), to be approved for public consultation.  The SPDs will form part of the Council’s Local Development Framework. The SPDs express in detail the provisions of Policy DP9 of the Local Plan and how it is to be implemented in practice.  Policy DP9 makes provision for development in the AONB subject to the special characteristics and landscape quality of the area being conserved or enhanced.  Natural beauty includes scenic quality, landform, ecology, geology, cultural interests and the historic environment
Recommendations:
That Executive considers the draft Supplementary Planning Documents and refers them to Council at its 5th May meeting to consider approval for public consultation.
	Contact Officer:
	Jillian Hale
	Ext:
	7191


1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS
1.1
These documents have been prepared by the North Pennines AONB Partnership with significant input from the Council to a working group.  The Partnership is responsible f or co-ordinating efforts to conserve and enhance the AONB.  The management of AONBs is a statutory function of local authorities under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) (2000).

1.2      The SPDs relate to Policy DP9 of the Local Plan, which makes provision for development in the AONB subject to the special characteristics and landscape quality of the area being conserved or enhanced.  Natural beauty includes scenic quality, landform, ecology, geology, cultural interests and the historic environment.  The SPDs express in detail the provisions of Policy DP9 and how it is to be implemented in practice.  

1.3
In relation to the Building Design Guide, the SPD is aimed at designers, developers and landowners when preparing their plans, proposals and strategies.  Planning officers should also have regard to the extent to which development proposals reflect the guidelines when assessing planning applications.
1.4
Executive Report DS.07/10 sets out the draft Supplementary Planning Documents for the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty which have been developed through the North Pennines AONB Partnership.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to date in the drafting of the document has taken place through a working group made up of the local authorities within the AONB boundary.  

2.2
Consultation proposed is to advertise in the local press throughout the area of the AONB, and on all local authority and AONB Partnership websites that the documents are available for consultation; write to statutory consultees, Parish Councils, community groups, AAPs / LSPs etc within the AONB boundary; log and respond to each individual comment and then write to each respondent to notify them that there will be a web-based opportunity to see the responses from a given date.  This is the same approach that was taken with the AONB Management Plan which was adopted last March as 'supplementary guidance produced by other organisations' under paragraph 6.3 of PPS12, so we have precedent for this approach.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

That Executive considers the draft Supplementary Planning Documents and refers them to Council at its 5th May meeting to consider approval for public consultation.
4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

To update the guidance for developers and bring in additional guidance under the Local Development Framework.
5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – Within existing resources of the Local Plans and Conservation Section.

· Financial – Within existing resources of the Local Plans and Conservation Section.

· Legal – – In accordance with the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and associated provisions.

· Corporate – The SPDs in address a number of corporate issues in the provision of Council services.

· Risk Management – Without these SPDs there may remain a lack of clarity on the intention of the policies within the Local Plan.

· Equality and Disability – Equality and disability issues have been taken into account in preparation of these SPDs

· Environmental – Environmental Issues have been covered within the SPDs.

· Crime and Disorder – This is addressed in the Designing out Crime SPD which was adopted in November 2009.

· Impact on Customers – This will provide additional guidance to customers improving the level of service provided by the planning service.
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