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Summary:-
Rule 15.1 of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules deals with the procedure in respect of occasions where decisions taken by the Executive are urgent and where the call-in procedure should not apply.  In such instances the Mayor must agree that the decision proposed is reasonable in the circumstances and should be treated as a matter of urgency.  
The record of the Decision and the Decision Notice needs to state that the Decision is urgent and not subject to call-in.  Decisions which have been taken under the urgency provisions must be reported to the next available meeting of the Council together with the reasons for urgency.

At the meeting of the Executive on 26 October 2009 the Executive considered a number of reports which were referred to Council.  The following items are all to be considered by the Council at its meeting on 10 November 2009.  If a call-in were to be received on any of the items the call-in procedure would overlap the City Council meeting:-


Housing Capital Budget – Resource Centre


Designing Out Crime Supplementary Planning Document


Trees and Development Supplementary Planning Document


Local Development Framework – Statement of Community Involvement


Review of Gambling Policy Statement – Gambling Act 2005


Allerdale/Copeland/Carlisle Revenues and Benefits Shared Service.

All Members will have received copies of the above reports and minutes with the summons for the Council meeting and will have the opportunity to consider the items at the Council meeting on 10 November 2009.

Housing Capital Budget – Resource Centre.  This matter had been considered by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel at its meeting on 14 October 2009.  It was considered that any delay in considering the item would prejudice the Council’s interests by delaying agreement of matters relating to resources in the Council’s Capital Budget.

Supplementary Planning Documents for Designing Out Crime, Trees and Development and the Statement of Community involvement.  These items had all been available for consideration by the Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Committee who had agreed that the reports should not be subject to scrutiny.  It was considered that any delay in considering these items would prejudice the Council’s interests by delaying the adoption of the Supplementary Planning Documents or the consultation process on the Statement of Community Involvement.

Review of the Gambling Policy Statement.  The Policy Statement had been subject to a consultation exercise and had also been considered by the Council’s Licensing Committee.  It was considered that any delay in considering the Statement would prejudice the Council’s interests as the City Council would be unable to adopt the Gambling Policy in accordance with the required statutory timetable.

Allerdale/Copeland/Carlisle Revenues and Benefits Shared Service.  This item had been considered by the meeting of the Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel on 15 October 2009.  It was considered that any delay in considering the proposals would prejudice the Council’s interest in pursuing the proposals in respect of this Shared Service.
The Mayor has agreed that the above decisions were urgent for the reasons as set out above and that the call-in process should not be applied to those decisions.

Recommendation:-
That the position be noted.
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Director of Legal and Democratic Services
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