EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

THURSDAY 1 JULY 2004 AT 11AM

PRESENT:



Councillor Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman) (Promoting Carlisle Portfolio)

Councillor Bloxham (Environment Infrastructure and Transport Portfolio)

Councillor Mrs Bowman (Economic Prosperity Portfolio)

Councillor Firth (Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources Portfolio)

Councillor Mrs Geddes (Corporate Resources Portfolio)

Councillor Knapton (Health and Community Activities Portfolio)

ALSO PRESENT
Councillors Glover, McDevitt, Stothard and Weber attended the meeting as observers.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

There were no declarations of interest.

EX.120/04
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW (Key Decision)

(In accordance with Rule 15(i) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules, the Mayor had agreed that the call-in procedures should not be applied to this decision.)

Portfolio
All
Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive (CE.18/04) summarising the Boundary Committee's final recommendations to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister on the review of local government in Cumbria.  Further representations on the recommendations could be submitted to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister by 6 July 2004.

The final proposals for Cumbria were - 

Option A - a single unitary authority comprising the whole of Cumbria county area;

Option B - two unitary authorities based on combinations of existing districts in Cumbria and Lancaster City in Lancashire (Allerdale, Copeland, Carlisle City and Eden; and Barrow-in-Furness, South Lakeland and Lancaster City.)

Carlisle City Council's preferred option for three pairings based on Carlisle/Eden, Allerdale/Copeland and South Lakeland/Barrow has not been included in the final recommendations.  However the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister has the final say on which options will be included on the ballot paper alongside the question on elected regional assemblies.

Since the Boundary Committee announcement, the Leader and Deputy Leader had met with colleagues from Allerdale, Copeland, Eden and South Lakeland to consider a further response to the final recommendations and had written to request a meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister to make further representations in support of the third option outlined above.  A meeting had subsequently been held with Nick Raynsford, the Minister for Local Government.

Allerdale Borough Council were investigating the possibility of judicial review of the Boundary Committee's final recommendations on the grounds that there had been insufficient opportunity for consultation in Cumbria and the inconsistencies in the Boundary Committee's approach to the review, eg the recommendations for Durham included models which were similar in population size to the two unitary authorities promoted by the Council.

The Executive was requested to consider formulating a recommended response to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for submission to the City Council for formal approval on 2 July 2004.  To assist with this task a summary of the benefits and drawbacks of each of the options put forward, and of the preferred option of the City Council was submitted.

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive's report went on to consider the implications in organisational and political terms of the emerging structures for local government and the need for Carlisle City Council to prepare ahead so that the interests of Carlisle and its residents are fully reflected in any new arrangements.  To this end, the Leader may wish to establish an all-party Corporate Working Group to assume responsibility for updating the Executive on its work programme and agreeing a reporting framework for issues on which a decision of the Council would be required.

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive further reported that a proactive approach on the issue of regional government was now also possible.  The powers of the proposed assemblies were being formulated now, but to date there had been little discussion within the City Council about implications for local government of an elected regional assembly for the North West.  A number of issues had, however, been raised through the Cumbria Branch of the Local Government Association to the North West Regional Assembly.

The Minutes of special meetings of the Community, Corporate Resources and Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committees held on 29 June 2004 were submitted.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That it be a recommendation to the City Council that a response be forwarded to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister in line with and in support of current Council policy.  There is support from the public, communities and partners to the Council's agreed policy.  The people of Carlisle should be allowed the choice of the Council's preferred option and this was currently being denied.

2.  That the Leader will give consideration to establishing an Advisory Group and will discuss this with the Group Leaders.  Any Advisory Group which was constituted would form part of the Leader's Scheme of Delegation.

3.  That with regard to the powers of a Regional Government:-

(a)  The representation from Cumbria would be minimal and decision making would be taken away from local people.

(b)  Further detailed information was required on the powers proposed for a Regional Assembly so that an informed judgement could be made as to whether it would be better for the people of Carlisle.  There should be a genuine willingness to take away powers from Whitehall and delegate to a Regional Assembly.  Cumbria could become isolated within a Regional Government framework because of its location, size and population.

(c)  Agencies such as the North West Development Agency and Countryside Agencies were gearing up for Regional Government and looking towards more collective agreements on functions.  This was to the detriment of small organisations in Cumbria.

4.  That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Minutes be forwarded to the City Council for consideration.

Reasons for Decision

To recommend to the City Council a response to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister on the Boundary Committee's final recommendations on the future structure of local government in Cumbria.

EX.121/04
NORTH WEST REGIONAL ASSEMBLY (Non-Key Decision)

Portfolio
Policy, Performance Management, Finance and Resources
Subject Matter

To consider Member representation on the North West Regional Assembly and its successor body North West Regional Assembly Limited.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That Councillor Mitchelson continue as the City Council's representative on the North West Regional Assembly and its successor body North West Regional Assembly Limited, with Councillor Firth as substitute.

Reasons for Decision

To appoint a representative onto the North West Regional Assembly and its successor body North West Regional Assembly Limited.

(The meeting ended at 11.27am)

