
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 2 JULY 2007


EX.155/07
HOUSING STRATEGY - PROJECTS AND CAPITAL PROGRAMME (Key Decision)

Portfolio - Health and Wellbeing; and Economic Development and Enterprise

Subject Matter - The Director of Development Services submitted Report DS.55/07 seeking approval for the release of the funds allocated for 2007/08 to the Housing Strategy Programme and recommending that funding of £745,000 from financial year 2009/10 be brought forward to 2007/08 and re-profiled to match the requirements within the updated Housing Strategy Action Plan. 

The report also provided an update on the development of specific homelessness projects within the Housing Strategy and commitment of Regional Housing Board grant funding for these projects. 

The Director tabled an Addendum to the Report which provided further details on progress with the Carlisle Foyer and Replacement of Homeless Families Hostels projects.  She also outlined revised recommendations specifically seeking the release of funding for these two Projects.

In response to a Members' question about the Carlisle Foyer project, the Homelessness and Hostels Co-ordinator advised that the original plan had been for the Council to fund a feasibility study for a YMCA project.  However, as the Project involved the provision of emergency accommodation for young people, which is a Council responsibility, it could not be funded by the Housing Corporation, but could be included in the Capital Programme as it fulfils a housing obligation.

The Director reminded Members of the total expenditure planned over 5 years and the total income for that period for the Housing Strategy Capital Programme.  She then proposed a re-profiling of the programme to match the requirements of the updated Housing Strategy Action Plan.

Summary of options rejected - None

DECISION

1.  That the Executive recommends to Council that:

(a) The £745,000 which was moved into 2009/10 of the Housing Strategy Programme in 2006 be brought forward into 2007/08 and re-profiled to match the requirements of the Updated Housing Strategy Action Plan totalling £1,265,000;

(b) Approval be given for the capital funds totalling £1,265,000 allocated for 2007/08 to the Housing Strategy Programme to be released to enable the implementation of the Updated Housing Strategy Action Plan (as detailed in Appendix 1 of Report DS.55/07);

(c) The sum of £100,000 out of the £400,000 set aside (EX.179/06, paragraph 2.1) from the Regional Housing Board grant for 2006/07 be released in 2007/08 to progress the Foyer scheme and to examine the potential for the replacement of the Homeless Families Hostel.  The remaining £300,000 be released in 2008/09 for the delivery of the Foyer project, subject to a further detailed report to the Executive.

(d) The extra £400,000 income from the Regional Housing Board grant for 2007/08 (paragraph 2.7 of report DS.55/07) to be allocated in principle for the Families Hostel replacement subject to a full business case being developed and a further detailed report to the Executive.   

2.  That further reports by the Director of Development Services be received by the Executive relating to the Homelessness projects.

Reasons for Decision - To enable the projects identified within the report under the Housing Strategy to be taken forward and the Housing Capital Programme for 2007/08 to be delivered.  To enable the resources for future years of the Housing Strategy to be matched to the requirements within the updated Housing Strategy Action Plan.

