CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY, 16 JULY 2002 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Toole), Councillors Atkinson, Bain, Bloxham, Boaden, Bowditch, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Collier,  Dodd, Ellis, Farmer, Firth, Fisher (L), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Ms Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Guest, Hodgson (B), Hodgson(G), Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson J, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, McMillan, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Pattinson, Prest (G), Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Robinson, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford K, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Watson (A), Ms Watson, Weber and Wilson

C.109/02
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Aldersey, Mrs Crookdake, King, Mrs Southward and Weedall.

C.110/02
MINUTES

RESOLVED - That subject to the inclusion of Councillor Ms Watson as being present at the Annual Meeting of the City Council held on 20 May, the Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 30 April, 20 May, 13 and 27 June 2002 be signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meetings.

URGENT ITEM OF BUSINESS 

The Mayor informed Council that he had agreed to consider a report relating to the provision of findings in a draft Ombudsman's Report as an urgent item of business.

C.111/02
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor Bowditch declared a personal interest in accordance with the City Council's Code of Conduct for Members in respect of Minute EX.152/02 Application for Grant Assistance - James Rennie School.  The interest related to his role as the Headmaster at the James Rennie School.

C.112/02
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor

The Mayor announced that the Dormant Book would be put on public exhibition for the period Friday, 19 - Sunday 28 July in the Tourist Information Centre and would be available to view during the normal Tourist Information Centre hours.  The Mayor encouraged Members of the Council to take the opportunity to peruse the Book.

(b) Leader of the Council

The Leader indicated that there were no announcements which he wished to bring to the notice of the Council.

(c) Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.113/02
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been submitted by members of the public to be dealt with by the Council.

C.114/02
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

The Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the City Council.

C.115/02
EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11, Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Firth seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 20 and 27 May, 6 and 17 June 2002 and the Minutes of the meeting with the Parish Council Representatives held on 27 May 2002.

RESOLVED - That subject to the references from the Executive regarding the Council's Budget and Policy Framework being dealt with later in the meeting, the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 20 and 27 May, 16 and 17 June 2002 and the Minutes of the meeting with the Parish Council Representatives held on 27 May 2002 be received.

C.116/02
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

A copy of Reports from the following Portfolio Holders were circulated prior to the meeting:-

Community Activities

Health and Wellbeing

Corporate Resources

Policy and Performance Management

Finance and Resources

Promoting Carlisle

Economic Prosperity

Infrastructure, Environment and Transport

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their Reports.

RESOLVED - (1) That the Reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That further to the Report of the Portfolio Holder for Community Activities, the Portfolio Holder circulate a written reply to the question raised by Councillor Mrs Bradley with regard to the recent difficulties at the Citizens Advice Bureau.

(3) That the Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing circulate a written reply to the question raised by Councillor Atkinson relating to anti-social behaviour, explaining the actions which were being taken by the City Council to address the problems caused by the anti-social behaviour of some tenants.

(4) That pursuant to the Report of the Portfolio Holder for Strategy and Performance, the Portfolio Holder submit a written Report for Members giving an overview on the outcome of the meeting held in Newcastle on the National Local Benefits Consultation, the Draft National Strategy and how the outcomes of that meeting would affect the City Council's preparations for e-government..

(5) That further to the Report of the Economic Prosperity Portfolio Holder, the City Council note the outcomes of the Annual Review of the City Council's performance in delivering the Voluntary Section Option of New Deal Employment and record its congratulations for the work carried out by the Head of Economic Development in obtaining the best score achievable under all four headings of the Review.

(6) That further to the Report from the Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport, the Portfolio Holder for Infrastructure, Environment and Transport to submit a written reply to the question raised by Councillors Farmer and Rutherford with regard to the future of Omne Communication and provision of cable services within the City.

C.117/02
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

Councillor Jefferson moved and Councillor Mrs Mallinson seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 30 May 2002.

Councillor Knapton moved and Councillor Boaden seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 20 May, 6, 7 and 17 June and 2 July 2002.

Councillor Guest moved and Councillor Mrs Bowman seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 18 April, 20 May, 7, 13 and 28 June 2002.

Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and Councillor Mrs Mallinson seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 25 April, 20 May, 7 and 20 June 2002.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee and Overview and Scrutiny Committees as outlined above be agreed.

C.118/02
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE -


CHAIRMENS' REPORTS

The Chairmen of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee, the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community, the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources and the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure presented Reports to Council.  

Members questioned the Chairmen on their individual Reports.

RESOLVED - That the Reports be received.

C.119/02
LICENSING AND REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 29 May and 26 June 2002 be agreed.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing and Regulatory Panel held on 29 May and 26 June 2002 be received.

C.120/02
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 19 April, 17 May, 12 and 14 June 2002 be received.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 19 April, 17 May, 12 and 14 June 2002 be received.

C.121/02
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Mallinson (J) moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 25 June 2002 be received.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 25 June 2002 be received.

C.122/02
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Knapton moved the receipt of the Minutes of the meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 24 April 2002.  Councillor Mrs Bowman moved the receipt of the Minutes of the Appeals Panel held on 11 June 2002.

RESOLVED - That the Minutes of the meetings of the Appeals Panels held on 24 April and 11 June 2002 be received.

C.123/02
MOTION - SCRAP TYRES

Consideration was given to the following Notice of Motion of which due notice had been given by Councillor Collier in accordance with Procedure Rule 12.

"This Council notes with great concern the amount of scrap tyres which are now causing environmental damage in various areas of the country and it calls on the Government to bring in urgent measures to combat this growing problem, bearing in mind the lack of forward thinking regarding redundant refrigerators and electrical goods."

The motion was seconded by Councillor Knapton.

The motion of Councillor Collier was AGREED.

C.124/02
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION 


TO THE COUNCIL'S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(a) 3-Year Budget 2003/04 to 2005/06 First Forecast
Pursuant to Minute EX.135/02 (3), consideration was given to the City Treasurer's Financial Memo 2002/03 No 7 which summarised the likely cost of supporting current service levels and the potential resources available to the Council over the three year period to 2005/06, the Executive's response and the response of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  Councillor  Stevenson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded the recommendation that the Council approve the Budget Policy Framework for 2003/04 as set out in the Report and Responses detailed above.

RESOLVED - (1) That the City Council's Budget Policy Framework for 2003/04 as set out in the City Treasurer's Financial Memo 2002/03 No 7 and the Executive's Response thereto be agreed.

(2) That pursuant to Minute EX.135/02 (4) the Executive be requested to give further guidance to Officers to be used in compiling budgets for           2003/04-2005/06 including any requirements or emphasis to redirect resources over that period.

(b) Leisuretime Externalisation
Pursuant to Minute EX.178/02, Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Fisher (L) seconded the following recommendations.

"(1) That Leisuretime Non-Profit Distributing Organisation (NPDO) be selected as the preferred partner for the future operation of the facilities as defined.

(2) That Officers report further on which of the financial options identified in Section 4 of Report LCD.18/02 is to be preferred.

(3) That Officers be authorised to enter into negotiations to formalise a contract whereby Leisuretime NPDO is appointed as the Council's partner for delivery of the services and the Capital Improvement Programme and in consultation with the Portfolio Holders to take all necessary actions to achieve this.

(4) That the matters in Paragraphs 1 to 3 inclusive of this Recommendation be subject to the requirements of the Tender Documentation being met, that the terms of the Tender submitted by Leisuretime NPDO are adhered to, and that the issues set out in Section 5.0 of Report LCD.18/02 are resolved to the entire satisfaction of the Director of Leisure and Community Development.

(5) That the proposed final terms of the Contract be reported back through the Overview and Scrutiny (Community) Committee and through the Executive before the Contract is entered into.

(6) That to the extent that the appointment of Leisuretime NPDO may represent a change to the Council's current policy framework for the delivery and methodology of these particular services, the Council be recommended to give approval to this."

Following some discussion, it was 

RESOLVED - That the Recommendations of the Executive as moved by Councillor Bloxham above be agreed.

(c)  Licensing Section Administration Assistant
Pursuant to Minute to EX.200/02, consideration was given to a proposal to create a post of Administration Assistant in the Licensing Unit.  Councillor Prest moved and it was seconded and AGREED that the request to carry forward the underspend from the financial year 2001/02 of £11,040 to finance the creation of a post of Administration Assistant in the Licensing Unit, initially on a Fixed Term Contract, for a period of six months be approved.  The post to be financed from improved balances.

C.125/02
COUNCILLOR MRS SOUTHWARD

The City Solicitor and Secretary circulated Report TC.115/02 regarding Councillor Mrs Southward's absence from Council meetings as a result of illness and sought a decision from the Council as to whether the Council wished to exercise its powers under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972 to approve Councillor Mrs Southward's absence from meetings since 26 February last as a result of illness.

RESOLVED - (1) That the Council notes the current position in respect of Councillor Mrs Joan Southward.

(2) That the Council formally resolves that pursuant to its powers under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972 to approve Councillor Mrs Joan Southward's failure to attend meetings of the Council since 26 February last as a result of her current illness.

C.126/02
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Consideration was given to the nomination of a City Council Representative to serve on the Governing Body on Belle Vue Junior School as a replacement for Mrs S Hetherington.

RESOLVED - That Mr B Wynd of Garth House, Burgh by Sands  be appointed as the City Council's Representative on the Governing Body of Belle Vue Junior School as a replacement for Mrs S Hetherington.

C.127/02
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULES



CALL-IN AND URGENCY

Pursuant to Rule 15(1) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules, the City Solicitor and Secretary reported (TC.127/02) on decisions taken by the Executive at meetings on 17 June and 18 July 2002 which had been taken as matters of urgency and were not subject to call-in.

RESOLVED - That the Report be noted.

C.128/02
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications.

C.129/02
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

C.130/02
LEISURETIME EXTERNALISATION

(Public and press excluded by virtue of paragraphs 7, 9 & 10)

Pursuant to Minute C.124/02(b) considered earlier in the meeting, consideration was given to the confidential Appendix to Report LCD.18/02 regarding the selection of the Council's partner for Leisuretime Externalisation.

RESOLVED - That the Report be received.

C.131/02
OMBUDSMAN COMPLAINT



PROPOSED SETTLEMENT UNDER SECTION 92 OF THE



LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2000

(Public and Press excluded by virtue of Paragraph 7 and 12.)

Consideration was given to a Joint Report of the Director of Environment and Development and the City Solicitor and Secretary (TC.132/02) which summarised the provision of findings in a Draft Ombudsman's Report relating to the Council's handling of a planning matter.  

Councillor Prest (G) moved Councillor Mrs Bradley seconded and it was AGREED that the Council offer in payment a settlement in the total sum of £1,000 as set out in Paragraph 1.5 of Report TC.132/02 and notify the Ombudsman that the Council is prepared to take that action.

(The meeting ended at 8.50 pm)
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