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HOUSING

Work on the Affordable Housing Units at Burgh by Sands through Two Castles Housing Association should be completed in the next couple of months using funding from the City Council and the Regional Housing Board.

Progress continues to be made in line with the Homelessness and Hostels Action Plan.   We have not used B & B accommodation since January 2006.  The City chairs the Young Persons Housing Panel for Carlisle which has been set up with key partners.

The Renovation Grant and Disabled Facilities Grant budgets are now fully allocated for this financial year.  These grants can take up to 18 months, once allocated, before invoicing.

Residents in Crosby on Eden who were part of the Flood Resilience Pilot Scheme, deployed the demountable flood barriers at their door/window/airbrick openings during the persistent rain falls in November/December.   Although no flood warnings had been issued, the water was rising alarmingly locally and there was a possibility of water overtopping the bankings surrounding the village.   We are informed that

the fact people had the barriers to put in place enabled them to be reassured and gave them a sense of security against the flooding.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Carlisle is taking the lead on the introduction of a Cumbria wide electronic food hygiene rating project for all businesses based on the awarding of 'stars'.  All 6 Cumbrian LAs are now preparing to go ahead and launch the 'live' system, hopefully in April.

This system will help to better inform the consumer about food businesses across Cumbria and help to drive up hygiene standards and quality.

The legislation regarding Smoke-free workplaces is due to be implemented on

1st July 2007.

A Smoke-free Carlisle Implementation Group is due to meet this month.  This group will include officers from Licensing, Planning, Police, Enforcement, and other relevant partners.
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