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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

1.0 This report has been prepared in accordance with Rule 15(j) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules which requires the operation of the provisions relating to call-in and urgency to be monitored annually, and a report submitted to Council.

2.0
OPERATION OF THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO CALL IN AND URGENCY

2.1
CALL-INS

During the 2006/07 Municipal Year there has been one call-in, as follows:-

2.1.1
EX.033/07 – ASSET REVIEW


Decision by Executive on 19 February 2007.

Called in by Councillor

A call-in was received in by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee in respect of Executive Decision EX.033/07 - Asset Review, but this was then withdrawn by the Committee as the Leader, on behalf of the Executive, agreed that the decision and report be included on the agenda for the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 12 April 2007 for formal scrutiny on that occasion.  Decision EX.033/07 was not actioned until Corporate Resources had that opportunity for scrutiny.

2.2 URGENCY RULES

Rule 15(I) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules provides that call-in procedures shall not apply where a decision being taken by the Executive is urgent.  A decision is urgent if any delay likely to be caused by the call-in process would seriously prejudice the Council’s or the public’s interest.

In these circumstances, the Chairman of the Council (i.e. the Mayor) has to agree both that the decision proposed is reasonable in all the circumstances and to it being treated as a matter of urgency.

During the 2006/07 Municipal Year, the Mayor has agreed that the following decisions of the Executive were urgent and should not be subject to call-in procedures for the reasons given:-

2.2.1
Executive – 26 June 2006

EX.135/06 – Best Value Performance Plan 2006/07 including Best Value Performance Indicators Outturn

The City Council had a statutory obligation to publish its Best Value Performance Plan before the end of June 2006 and a special meeting of the City Council had been called for 29 June to consider the Plan.  If the matter had been called in, the call-in process would overlap the City Council meeting.

2.2.2 Executive – 4 January 2007

EX.001/07 – Response to the Local Government White Paper

The City Council had to submit a response in January 2007 to the White Paper on “Strong and Prosperous Communities” and a special meeting of the City Council had been called on 4 January 2007 to consider the response.  If the matter had been called in, the call –in process would have overlapped the City Council meeting.

2.2.3
Executive – 22 January 2007

EX.003/07 – General Fund Revenue Budget 2006/07 to 2009/2010

EX.004/07 – Provisional Capital Programme 2006/07 to 2009/10

EX.005/07 – Treasury Management Statement and Investment Strategy 

2007/08


EX.006/07 – Local Authority Business Growth Initiative (LABGI) Funding


EX.007/07 – Executive Response to the Budget Consultation and 

Recommendations for the 2007/08 Budget

The Executive’s draft Budget was to be considered by the City Council on 6 February 2006, if a call-in had been received, the call-in procedures would have overlapped the City Council meeting.

2.2.4
Executive – 15 February 2007

EX.028/07 – Budget 2007/08 – Consideration of Proposed Amendments agreed by the City Council on 6 February 2007

If a call in had been received the call in procedures would have overlapped the Special City Council meeting on 19 February 2007 when the Council considered the Executive’s response to the amendments and the Executive’s Budget proposals.

2.2.5 Executive – 23 April 2007 

EX.086/07 - Carlisle Renaissance – Development Framework and Movement Strategy – Policy Statement

If a call in had been received the call in procedures would have overlapped the City Council meeting on 1 May 2007 when the Council would be asked to consider and approve this Policy.

EX.088/07 – Carlisle District Local Plan

If a call in had been received the call in procedures would have overlapped the City Council meeting on 1 May 2007 when the Council would be asked to consider and approve this Plan.

EX.089/07 – Gender Equality Scheme

If a call in had been received the call in procedures would have overlapped the City Council meeting on 1 May 2007 when the Council would be asked to consider and approve this Scheme.

EX.090/07 – Unreasonable and Unreasonably Persistent Complaints Policy

If a call in had been received the call in procedures would have overlapped the City Council meeting on 1 May 2007 when the Council would be asked to consider and approve this Policy.

EX.093/07 – Carlisle Sustainable Community Strategy Plan 2007-2017

If a call in had been received the call in procedures would have overlapped the City Council meeting on 1 May 2007 when the Council would be asked to consider and approve this Plan.

EX.105/07 – Amended Members’ Role Descriptor

If a call in had been received the call in procedures would have overlapped the City Council meeting on 1 May 2007 when the Council would be asked to consider and approve a change to the Constitution in relation to an Amended Members’ Role Descriptor.

EX.107/07 – Annual Audit and Inspection Letter 2006/07

If a call in had been received the call in procedures would have overlapped the City Council meeting on 1 May 2007 when the Council would be asked to consider and the contents of the Annual Audit and Inspection Letter.

2.3 ITEMS NOT IN FORWARD PLAN

The following list details key decisions which have been considered by the Executive on the date shown which were not included in the Leader’s Forward Plan.

EX.143/06 – Environmental Enhancements considered by Executive on 3 July 2006

EX.158/06 – Cumbria Minerals & Waste Development Framework – Issues & 

Options Discussion Paper on 31 July 2006


EX.212/06 – Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – Grant on 25 September 2006

EX.270/06 – The Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change on 20 November 

2006

EX.288/06 – Raffles Vision – Update on Options for Vacant Properties on 20 

November 2006

EX.303/06 – Willowholme/Caldewgate/St Nicholas Development Briefs on 18 

December 2006

EX.304/06 – Local Government Reorganisation and the White Paper “Strong and 

Prosperous Communities” on 18 December 2006

EX.001/07 -  Response to the White Paper “Strong and Prosperous Communities” 

on 18 December 2006

EX.006/07 – Local Authority Business Growth Initiative (LAGBI) Funding on 22 

January 2007


EX.012/07 – Caldew/City Centre Flood Defence Project on 22 January 200


EX.017/07 – Enforcement of Smoke Free Legislation on 22 January 2007

EX.028/07 – Budget 2007/08 – Consideration of Proposed Amendments agreed by 

the City Council on 15 February 2007


EX.034/07 – Communities for Health Programme on 19 February 2007


EX.035/07 – Development Framework and Movement Strategy on 19 February 

2007


EX.036/07 – City Development Companies and the Delivery of Carlisle 

Renaissance on 19 February 2007


EX.066/07 – Transfer of City Council Land for the Carlisle Northern Development 

Route on 19 March 2007


EX.082/07 – Extra Care Housing Scheme (Private Report) on 19 March 2007.


EX.084/07 – Development Framework and Movement Strategy on 26 March 2007

EX.085/07 – Development Framework and Movement Strategy – Policy Statement 

Working Paper (Private Report) on 26 March 2007


EX.093/07 - 
Carlisle Sustainable Community Plan 2007 - 2017

3.0
SUMMARY
3.1
In the past 12 months there has been 1 call-in, which was subsequently withdrawn, and it is not felt that the present procedures give cause for concern.  Overview and Scrutiny Members calling in decisions are asked to identify the reasons for the call-in on a prepared form with a section on “Reasons for call-in”.  The identification of specific reasons gives portfolio holders the opportunity to be prepared and briefed at call-in meetings although identifying the specific reason is not mandatory in the call in process.  This system continues to operate satisfactorily.

3.2 With regard to the urgency rules, the decisions on items deemed by the Mayor to be urgent and not subject to call in have in the main related to instances where recommendations from the Executive have been referred to the City Council for decision and the call-in period would overlap the date of the City Council.

4.0
RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1
That the report be noted and the current procedures on the operation of call-in and urgency be continued.

5.0 IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – Not required

· Financial – Not required

· Legal – report is by the Director of Legal and Democratic Services

· Corporate – Not required

· Risk Management – Not required

· Equality Issues – Not required

· Environmental – Not required

· Crime and Disorder – Not required

· Impact on Customers – Not required

J M Egan

Director of Legal and Democratic Services
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